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Why study migration? 

• Phenomenon since the beginning of time 
• Prominence has risen on political agenda of many countries 

and the international community 
• Is intertwined with many other topic areas: “tell me what you 

are interested in and I will tell you how it relates to migration”  
• This specialization if the full package 



The Program: 4 core courses 

1. Introduction to Migration Studies 
2. Migration and Remittances Effects 
3. The Migration LifeCycle: Journeys, Integration, 

Return  
4. Comparative Migration Policy 

 



Course 1: Introduction to Migration Studies 

• Understanding concepts and dynamics in migration 
around the world 

• Migration Theory 
• Forced migration 
• Country case studies 
• Already start working  

your on thesis 



 
Course 2: Migration and Remittances Effects 

• Investigates the effects of migration and remittances on: 
• Education 
• The labour market 
• Poverty 
• Inequality 
• Development 
• Health 
• Corruption 
• Peace and security 
• Innovation 
• Etc.  (effects of hosting refugees) 



Course 3: The Migration LifeCycle: Journeys, Integration, Return  

Key topics covered in a weekly format: 
–Irregular migration Journeys 
–Integration and transnationalism  
–Return migration & Reintegration  
–Scenario analysis 
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Course 4: Comparative Migration Policy 

• Topics in this course include: 
–Global migration governance 
–Policies to attract the highly skilled 
–Immigration policies 
–Issues of integration and integration policies 
–Diaspora engagement policies 
–Remittance Policies 
–Migration and development policies 

 
• Job Prep: interview techniques and feedback on your CV, training in 

professionalism and working in a multicultural environment 



Testing and evaluation 

• No traditional written tests 
• Assess you in ways that you will be assessed when you 

graduate  and work on the labour market 
–Papers/reports 
–Small assignments 
–Presentations 
–Debates 
–Both individual and group work 
–Oral examination 

 



(Some) Professors in the Program 
• Prof. Dr. Melissa Siegel 
• Prof. Dr. Hein de Haas 
• Prof. Dr. Khalid Koser 
• Prof. Dr. Arjen Leerkes 
• Dr. Katie Kuschinder 

• Migration Seminars 
• Other lecture series 
• Guest Speakers from: German Development Cooperation (GIZ), 

Swiss Development Cooperation, IOM, UNHCR, ILO, ICMPD, ECDPM, ODI, 
Ambassadors and more 

• Possible/Optional field trip 
 



Synergies & Possibilities for practical experience 

• Thesis (strong support system, early guidance on thesis) 
• Incorporation in current projects 

• Internships at UNU-MERIT-MGSoG 
Strong Network 
• Internships and jobs at other organizations 
• Access to Alumni all over the world 
• UNU migration network  



Jobs after graduation 
• Academia 
• International Organizations/UN agencies 
• Consultancies 
• NGOs 
• Governments (national, regional, local) 

Examples of where students have gone on to work: 
• Maastricht University & UNU-MERIT 
• International organizations: World Bank, Inter-American Development Bank, 

ICMPD, ECDPM, OECD 
• UN Agencies: UNHCR, IOM, ILO 
• Government agencies: GIZ (German development cooperation), Dutch Ministry or 

Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Justice 
• Other Universities and Think tanks: Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 

 



Migration Studies is the full package!! 
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