
 
 
 

‘Reach & Turn’ 
Virtual Workshop 

 

World Health Day  
 7 April 2020  

 

 
 

REGISTER here: 100 spots – first come, first served  
 
Maastricht, 6 April 2020 – As governments worldwide try to contain the 
coronavirus, health workers are on the frontline, bearing the brunt of the 
fallout. This year’s World Health Day is dedicated to them.  
 
Absent a vaccine, the most effective responses to date have broadly 
featured clear communications, consistent public health advice, and 
transparent decision making. Various UN agencies are key to this  
process, including the United Nations University.  
 
To amplify and complement the work of the World Health Organization,  
the United Nations University is partnering with Nature India, Amnesty 
International, Dilucidar and the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies to bring you the latest edition of our science 
reporting series, ‘Reach & Turn’. 
 
Amid a global lockdown, this virtual workshop will open new avenues  
for cooperation –between international organisations, the news media and 
civil society. Together we’ll consider the importance of research for policy-
making and the need for storytelling in mass communications. We’ll then 
look at how to ensure balanced and accurate science journalism and how  
to reach the younger generations via social media. See overleaf for the full 
programme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.merit.unu.edu/reg/reachandturn.php
https://theconversation.com/stopping-coronavirus-what-does-the-evidence-say-are-the-best-measures-133825
https://theconversation.com/stopping-coronavirus-what-does-the-evidence-say-are-the-best-measures-133825
https://www.merit.unu.edu/reach-turn/


Moderatori: Diego Salama, UNU-MERIT 
 

 
09:00 – UNU-MERIT    –    Howard Hudson 

Why ‘reach and turn’ on World Health Day?  
Introduction to UNU and a brief mea culpa… 

 

09:15 – DILUCIDAR    –    Carolina Rodriguez  
Why ‘indulge’ in storytelling for the masses  
in a time of crisis? 

     

10:00 – UNU-IIGH    –    Claudia Lopes 
How to get research out to policymakers  
and the public – and why does it matter? 

 

10:45 – BREAK  
 

11:00 – Nature India    –    Subhra Priyadarshini 
How to ensure balance and accuracy in  
science journalism amid a crisis?  

     

11:45 – IFRC     –    Dante Licona 
How to ‘reach and turn’ our younger generations  
via social media? 

 

12:30 – Amnesty Intl.  – Val Voshchevska 
How is the pandemic  harming our human rights?  
How to fight apathy and isolation via social media? 

 

13:15 – UNU-MERIT    – Dr. Carlos Cadena Gaitan 
    A 5-minute video from Medellín, Colombia: 
    Surviving coronavirus: A vivid true story. 
 

 

As in previous editions, the aim is to build both capacity and networks –  
so the target audience is broad. In a ‘pressure cooker’ style format, 
scientists are encouraged to interact with journalists, UN staff and 
policymakers (/assistants). The emphasis is firmly on co-creation of  
new ideas and solutions. All present online (up to 100 via Zoom link)  
will receive an e-certificate of participation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                      
i The opinions expressed during this event are the speakers' own; they do not necessarily reflect the views of UNU. 

https://www.merit.unu.edu/about-us/profile/?staff_id=1883
https://www.merit.unu.edu/
https://www.merit.unu.edu/about-us/profile/?staff_id=1295
https://www.dilucidar.com/
https://www.dilucidar.com/who-we-are
https://iigh.unu.edu/
https://iigh.unu.edu/experts/14846.html
https://www.natureasia.com/en/nindia/
https://www.natureasia.com/en/nindia/about
https://www.ifrc.org/
https://twitter.com/Dante_Licona
https://www.amnesty.org/en/
https://twitter.com/Val_Voshchevska
https://www.merit.unu.edu/
https://www.merit.unu.edu/about-us/profile/?staff_id=1285

