
1 
 

 

 

Study on Migration 
Routes in West and 

Central Africa  
 

 
 

Vittorio Bruni,  
Katharina Koch, 
Melissa Siegel, 

and 
Zachary Strain 

 
 
 
 

 

2017  

 

Supported by: 



 

i 
 

Contents  

List of Tables ...................................................................................................................................................... iii 

List of Figures ..................................................................................................................................................... iii 

List of Abbreviations .......................................................................................................................................... iv 

Acknowledgements ........................................................................................................................................... vi 

Disclaimer ......................................................................................................................................................... vii 

Executive Summary ......................................................................................................................................... viii 

1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................................... 1 

2. Migration Trends in West and Central Africa ............................................................................................ 3 

2.1. Drivers of Migration in the Region .................................................................................................... 3 

2.2. Irregular Migration ............................................................................................................................ 7 

2.2.1. Trends in West and Central Africa ............................................................................................. 7 

2.2.2 Human Smuggling and Irregular Cross-Border Movements ...................................................... 9 

2.2.3 Trafficking in Human Beings .................................................................................................... 12 

2.3 Forced Migration/ Displacement ..................................................................................................... 16 

2.3.1 Refugees from and in West and Central Africa ....................................................................... 17 

2.3.2 Internal Displacement in West and Central Africa .................................................................. 22 

2.4 Regular/ Labour Migration .............................................................................................................. 26 

2.5 Remittances to West and Central Africa ......................................................................................... 32 

3 External Migration Routes from West and Central Africa ....................................................................... 35 

3.1 The Central Mediterranean Route .................................................................................................. 36 

3.2 The Western Mediterranean Route ................................................................................................ 41 

3.3 The Western African Route ............................................................................................................. 44 

3.4 The Air Route ................................................................................................................................... 45 

4 Policy Responses to Migration in West and Central Africa ..................................................................... 46 

4.1 Relevant National Policies and Stakeholders .................................................................................. 46 

4.1.1 Burkina Faso ............................................................................................................................ 46 

4.1.2 The Central African Republic ................................................................................................... 47 

4.1.3 Chad ......................................................................................................................................... 49 

4.1.4 Gambia ..................................................................................................................................... 50 

4.1.5 Ghana ....................................................................................................................................... 52 

4.1.6 Guinea ...................................................................................................................................... 54 

4.1.7 /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ ............................................................................................................................ 55 



 

ii 
 

4.1.8 Mali .......................................................................................................................................... 56 

4.1.9 Mauritania ............................................................................................................................... 58 

4.1.10 Niger ........................................................................................................................................ 59 

4.1.11 Nigeria...................................................................................................................................... 61 

4.1.12 Senegal .................................................................................................................................... 62 

4.1.13 Sierra Leone ............................................................................................................................. 64 

4.2 Relevant Regional Frameworks and Stakeholders .......................................................................... 66 

4.2.1 African Union (AU) ................................................................................................................... 66 

4.2.2 Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD) ..................................................................... 67 

4.2.3 Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) ....................................................... 67 

4.2.4 Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) ........................................................ 68 

4.2.5 Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC) ........................................... 69 

4.2.6 G5 Sahel ................................................................................................................................... 69 

4.2.7 Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) ................................................................................................... 70 

4.3 Inter-Regional Frameworks ............................................................................................................. 70 

4.4 Relevant International Frameworks and Stakeholders ................................................................... 73 

4.4.1 Multilateral Frameworks ......................................................................................................... 73 

4.4.2 Activities of International Actors in West and Central Africa .................................................. 76 

Conclusions and Recommendations ............................................................................................................... 77 

References ....................................................................................................................................................... 81 

References to Consult Regularly................................................................................................................ 110 

Annex A: Glossary of Key Migration Terminology ......................................................................................... 112 

Annex B: Key Demographic and Development Statistics .............................................................................. 118 

Annex C: Immigration and Emigration Statistics ........................................................................................... 121 

Annex D: National Policy Responses Regarding Migration ........................................................................... 123 

Annex E: Relevant International Conventions ............................................................................................... 150 

Annex F: Actions and Programmes of IOM and UNHCR in West and Central Africa .................................... 152 

Annex G: UNHCR and IOM Budgets & Expenditures for West and Central Africa ........................................ 161 

!ƴƴŜȄ IΥ ΨDƻƻŘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΩ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ........................................... 168 

 

  



 

iii 
 

List of Tables  

Table 1: Summary of Mixed Migration Trends in West and Central Africa ....................................................... 6 

Table 2: Tier Ranking in the TIP Report for Countries in West and Central Africa, 2009-2016 ....................... 14 

Table 3: Refugees in West and Central Africa, 2016 ....................................................................................... 17 

Table 4: Top Host Countries of Refugees from West and Central Africa, 2016 .............................................. 19 

Table 5: Internal Displacement in West and Central Africa, 2016 & mid-year 2017 (January-June) .............. 23 

Table 6: Relevant Conventions Ratified by Countries in West and Central Africa .......................................... 73 

Table 7: Burkina Faso's Key Migration Policy Responses .............................................................................. 123 

Table 8: Central African Republic's Key Migration Policy Responses ............................................................ 124 

Table 9: Chad's Key Migration Policy Responses ........................................................................................... 125 

Table 10: Gambia's Key Migration Policy Responses .................................................................................... 126 

Table 11: Ghana's Key Migration Policy Responses ...................................................................................... 127 

Table 12: Guinea's Key Migration Policy Responses ..................................................................................... 134 

¢ŀōƭŜ моΥ /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜΩǎYŜȅ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ wŜsponses ............................................................................. 134 

Table 14: Mali's Key Migration Policy Responses .......................................................................................... 136 

Table 15: Mauritania's Key Migration Policy Responses ............................................................................... 138 

Table 16: Niger's Key Migration Policy Responses ........................................................................................ 140 

Table 17: Nigeria's Key Migration Policy Responses ..................................................................................... 143 

Table 18: Senegal's Key Migration Policy Responses .................................................................................... 145 

Table 19: Sierra Leone's Key Migration Policy Responses ............................................................................. 149 

Table 20: Summarized UNHCR (Pillar 1) Budget & Expenditures for West and Central Africa (USD), 2016 . 161 

Table 21: Detailed UNHCR Pillar 1 Budget & Expenditures for West and Central Africa (USD), 2016 .......... 162 

Table 22: IOM Operational Programs Expenditures for West and Central Africa (USD), 2011-2015 ........... 167 

 

List of Figures  

Figure 1: Regional Map of West and Central Africa .......................................................................................... 1 

Figure 2: Refugees and Asylum Seekers Hosted in West and Central Africa, December 2016 ....................... 18 

Figure 3: Remittances to West and Central Africa, 2001-2016 (in millions) ................................................... 32 

Figure 4: Irregular and Mixed Migration Routes in West and Central Africa .................................................. 35 

Figure 5: The Central Mediterranean Route ................................................................................................... 36 

Figure 6: Irregular Border Crossings on the Central Mediterranean Route .................................................... 37 

Figure 8: Routes through Mali ......................................................................................................................... 42 

Figure 7: Irregular Maritime Crossings on the Western Mediterranean Route .............................................. 42 

Figure 10: Irregular Borders Crossings on the Western African Route ........................................................... 44 

Figure 9: The Western African Route .............................................................................................................. 44 

Figure 11: The Air Route .................................................................................................................................. 45 

 

  

https://dms.giz.de/dmsdav/nodes/141795994/West%20Africa%20Report_DRAFT_v1.docx#_Toc495610882
https://dms.giz.de/dmsdav/nodes/141795994/West%20Africa%20Report_DRAFT_v1.docx#_Toc495610883
https://dms.giz.de/dmsdav/nodes/141795994/West%20Africa%20Report_DRAFT_v1.docx#_Toc495610884
https://dms.giz.de/dmsdav/nodes/141795994/West%20Africa%20Report_DRAFT_v1.docx#_Toc495610885
https://dms.giz.de/dmsdav/nodes/141795994/West%20Africa%20Report_DRAFT_v1.docx#_Toc495610886
https://dms.giz.de/dmsdav/nodes/141795994/West%20Africa%20Report_DRAFT_v1.docx#_Toc495610887
https://dms.giz.de/dmsdav/nodes/141795994/West%20Africa%20Report_DRAFT_v1.docx#_Toc495610888
https://dms.giz.de/dmsdav/nodes/141795994/West%20Africa%20Report_DRAFT_v1.docx#_Toc495610889
https://dms.giz.de/dmsdav/nodes/141795994/West%20Africa%20Report_DRAFT_v1.docx#_Toc495610890
https://dms.giz.de/dmsdav/nodes/141795994/West%20Africa%20Report_DRAFT_v1.docx#_Toc495610891
https://dms.giz.de/dmsdav/nodes/141795994/West%20Africa%20Report_DRAFT_v1.docx#_Toc495610892


 

iv 
 

List of Abbreviations  

ACAPS Assessment Capacities Project 

ACP African, Caribbean, and Pacific Group of States 

ACPMD African Common Position on Migration and Development 

AMU Arab Maghreb Union 

AU African Union 

BMZ German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 

CAR Central African Republic 

CARIM Consortium for Applied Research on International Migration 

CEN-SAD Community of Sahel-Saharan States 

CEMAC Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa 

CIA Central Intelligence Agency 

DRC Democratic Republic of Congo 

DTM Displacement Tracking Matrix 

EU European Union 

EUTF European Union Trust Fund for Africa 

ECCAS Economic Community of Central African States 

ECOWAS Economic Community of West African States 

EEAS European Union External Action/European External Action Service 

EPSC European Political Strategy Centre 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations 

GIZ Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 

HRW Human Rights Watch 

ICMPD International Centre for Migration Policy Development 

IDMC Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross 

IDP Internally Displaced Person 

ILO International Labour Organisation 

IO International Organisation 

IOM International Organisation for Migration 

IRFMA Inter-Regional Forum on Migration in Africa 

IRIN Integrated Regional Information Networks 

MPC Migration Policy Centre 

MPFA Migration Policy Framework for Africa 

MSF Médecins Sans Frontières 

MTM Mediterranean Transit Migration Dialogue 

NGO Non-Governmental Organisation 

OAU Organisation of African Unity 

OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 



 

v 
 

PoC Persons of Concern 

REC Regional Economic Community 

RMMS Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat 

SGBV Sexual- and Gender-Based Violence 

TIP Trafficking in Persons 

UAE United Arab Emirates 

UN United Nations 

UN DESA United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

UNDP United Nations Development Programme 

UNECA United Nations, Economic Commission for Africa 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation 

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund 

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

UNICEF United Nations Children's Fund 

UNOCHA United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

VoT Victim of trafficking 

WASH Water, Sanitation & Hygiene 

 

  



 

vi 
 

Acknowledgements  

This report was commissioned by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

GmbH. The authors would like to express their gratitude to Gefion Nicodem, Valeska Onken, Lea Willeke, 

and colleagues for the support along the way and for valuable comments on an earlier draft of this report. 

The authors would also like to gratefully acknowledge Julia Reinold at UNU-MERIT for her valuable support 

in the writing of this report.  

 

  



 

vii 
 

Disclaimer  

The analysis, results and recommendations in this paper represent the opinion of the authors and are not 

necessarily representative of the position of the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 

(GIZ) GmbH. 

  



 

viii 
 

Executive Summary  

This report provides an overview of the complex migration trends in West and Central Africa. Based on a 

desk review of the existing literature and data, the report presents the main drivers and trends of migration 

in the region, the main routes migrants take to move from the region to get to Europe, migrant 

vulnerabilities, and the policy and programme responses to migration (multilateral and inter-regional 

frameworks, regional organizations, and bilateral agreements). The migration contexts of thirteen countries 

in West and Central Africa are examined: Burkina Faso, the Central African Republic, Chad, Gambia, 

Ghana, Guinea, /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ, Mali, Mauritania, Nigeria, Nigeria, Senegal, and Sierra Leone. These 

countries are, to different extents, all origin, transit, and/or destination countries of migrants. In West and 

Central Africa, asylum seekers, refugees, and economic migrants move within the region and beyond it, 

motivated by different and often overlapping factors, including conflicts, political and socio-economic 

conditions, and environmental causes. Economic migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers, tend to use 

similar migration routes and modes of travel. Among the group of migrants originating from the focus 

countries there are also irregular migrants and victims of human trafficking. CƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ άƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊέ ²Ŝǎǘ-

African migrants, migration is άregularέ in the sense that movements of citizens of the Economic 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS) are prescribed by the freedom of movement protocols of 

ECOWAS. However, while citizens in this region have the right to free movement, they often lack the 

correct or recognised documents for movement, making them άirregularέ migrants in the region. Even with 

the ECOWAS free movement protocol in place, there are many barriers to regular migration for prospective 

migrants, including administrative and bureaucratic challenges and a lack of governmental ability to 

implement ECOWAS legislations. Corruption is also a major impediment to regular migration, as paying 

bribes to border patrols is, in many countries, an institutionalised norm. Bribes are often required even 

when migrants are in possession of proper documentation. Most migrants in the West and Central African 

region move within the region, and they largely do so by travelling by highways in private cars or buses. 

Contrary to popular belief, the minority of people that migrate from the region seek to reach Europe. 

Among those migrants that seek to reach Europe, most rely for the last part of their journey on smugglers 

that will bring them from some northern Nigerien or Malian cities to either Algeria or, more commonly, 

Libya. Generally, the complex nature of migration in the region makes it a challenge to identify different 

types of migrants and their specific vulnerabilities and needs. For these reasons, the flows of migration in 

the region are often referred to as mixed or complex migration. 

Drivers of Migration 

The factors that lead people to make the decision to migrate are often called the drivers of migration. Such 

drivers apply to situations of voluntary and forced as well as temporary and permanent movements 

happening through regular and irregular channels. Very generally, it can be said that the West and Central 

African region faces challenges associated with low human and economic development. However, despite 

the common view that migration in the region is primarily driven by poverty, conflicts, and harsh climate, 

these push factors are negligible next to economic reasons, family reunification, employability, and 

education. Compared to other parts of Africa, a ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ is an important driver in a number of 

countries and it can be argued that it is an underling driver for migration in the whole region. 

Migration from the countries of analysis, and especially from Chad, Gambia, Niger, Mauritania, Ghana, and 

Senegal, is largely driven by economic factors. Additionally, climate conditions (droughts and flooding), 

food insecurity, and health epidemics (especially the 2013-2015 Ebola crisis) have been important drivers 

of migration from the West and Central Africa region and are still important in many countries of analysis, 
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notably Guinea, Chad, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, and Mali. In addition, violent conflicts, political 

oppression, and persecution are also important drivers of migration. This is especially true for the Central 

African Republic, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, and /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾoire. Moreover, violence inflicted by the 

terrorist group Boko Haram has been an important driver of migration from Niger and Nigeria. Overall, 

demographic pressures due to high population growth are an underling cause for migration in the whole 

region. 

Often, it is a mix of different factors that lead to the decision to migrate and the factors mentioned above 

are overlapping. Drivers of migration from Mali, for example, are especially diverse. Migration is promoted 

as a rite of passage for young men, but it is also an important livelihood strategy, as circular and seasonal 

migration are crucial for Malian nomadic pastoral groups. Moreover, migration from the country is also 

driven by political instability and violent conflicts, droughts, and desertification. Lastly, it is important to 

keep in mind that within the literature, the reasons for which individuals decide to migrate from the 

thirteen focus countries of these report are similar, yet very diverse. Each country has a specific context 

that determines different reasons and motivations of migration. 

Irregular Migration 

In contradiction of the common perception that African migration is largely irregular and facilitated by 

smuggling, much literature and data on migration from West and Central Africa demonstrates that most 

movement is in fact regular. Thanks to ECOWAS, most African migrants in the region migrate with valid 

passports and other travel documentation. Their movements can be characterised as irregular if these 

migrants cross the border with Libya or Algeria without a proper visa. Alternatively, an individual may be 

considered an irregular migrant if s/he lacks the documentation defined in the ECOWAS free movement 

protocol. Challenges to regular movement can be attributed to a multitude of factors that will be referred 

to as ΨōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ,Ω among which the most prominent are low levels of development, 

widespread corruption, lack of administrative services, and ill-functioning bureaucratic systems. Most 

irregular migrants moving within the West and Central Africa region are not criminals who surreptitiously 

pass border as direct security threats, and they do not necessarily rely on smugglers. Rather, many such 

migrants are common people that migrate for many, often overlapping reasons related to employability, 

family reunification, education, and lifestyle choices. ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ψƛrregular migrantsΩ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ move openly in, 

between, and from Africa on air-conditioned buses or with private cars. While there is limited data on size 

of the irregular migrant population as a share of the total migrant population, it is important to note that, 

in many cases, there is nothing άirregularέ about the movements of such migrants because they are 

entitled to move freely within the ECOWAS region. As such, in the context of West and Central Africa, it is 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǘƘŜ ΨōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

Given the above discussion, it is nonetheless relevant to address human smuggling, as it still occurs in the 

focus countries, especially in the G5 Sahel countries (Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger), Nigeria, 

and Libya. Specifically, smuggling often occurs from few northern Nigerien and Malian cities onwards 

because the free movement protocol of ECOWAS entitles West and Central African migrants to move 

without visas within the region and eliminate the need for smugglers in the first part of the journey. 

Migrants would only need a smuggler to reach Libya or Algeria, and therefore they would usually travel 

with their own means for the first leg of the journey. The most prominent cities for human smuggling 

identified within the literature are Agadez, Madama, Arlit, and Seguedine in Niger and Bamako, Gao, and 

Timbuktu in Mali. In these particular cities and in the countries previously mentioned, smuggling networks 

have evolved over the past 5 to 10 years and currently represent the biggest source of income for criminal 
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organizations. In these irregular migration hubs, human smuggling and human trafficking often occur with 

the knowledge and compliance of government authorities, reflecting systemic corruption. Smuggling 

networks often involve different independent actors with various degrees of flexibility that may be part of a 

broader, transnational chain. Given the multiple actors involved in smuggling and trafficking, identifying 

and arresting smugglers and disrupting their business models can be challenging. Moreover, there are low 

barriers to entry to become a smuggler; often the only prerequisites to become a smuggler are access to a 

vehicle and the ability to travel in the desert. For these reasons, policy operations that aim to stop irregular 

migration on a particular route by disrupting a human smuggling hub may simply result in a redirection of 

smuggling operation away from current routes, pushing migrants to use potentially more expensive, 

dangerous, and less visible routes. 

Despite policy support of freedom of movement in the ECOWAS region, trafficking of persons in the region 

nevertheless occurs, stemming from the fact that trafficking can occur with legal documents but will always 

end up in an exploitative situation for the migrant upon arrival. In West and Central Africa, native and 

migrant children, women, and men are subjected to trafficking within the respective country as well as 

internationally. The main purposes for which individuals are trafficked in the region include forced labour, 

domestic servitude, and sexual exploitation. The most vulnerable populations to trafficking in the region 

are women and children, who are the predilected victims of traffickers. Specifically, Nigerian women and 

girls are considered the most at risk of international trafficking, with the final destination of exploitation 

being Europe. Internal trafficking of men, women, and children is more prevalent in Mauritania, where the 

slavery and trade of human beings for the purpose of exploitation occurs at a very high rate. Lastly, 

European sex tourism is a major issue in some of the countries of analysis. For instance, child sex tourism is 

predominant in Gambia, where children from poor families are often sexually exploited by wealthy 

Europeans.  

Forced Migration/Displacement 

Forced displacement is also a serious concern to be addressed in the region and presents a significant 

challenge for achieving peace, security, sustainable development, and economic well-being. The countries 

in the West and Central Africa region are often simultaneously countries of origin as well as host countries 

for forced migrants, including those displaced by conflict and those displaced by environmental shocks. A 

complex history of inter-religious and inter-ethnic conflicts, weak governance, chronic insecurity, increasing 

environmental degradation, and other persistent development challenges contribute to forced migration 

and displacement in the region. New refugees continue to arrive at camps across the region as a direct 

consequence of Boko Haram attacks in northern Nigeria and the Lake Chad area, but also as a result of the 

ongoing violence in the CAR and northern Mali. Nigeria, the CAR, and Mali are the main countries of origin 

for forced migrants in the region, while Chad, Niger, and Mauritania are main host countries. Chad 

currently hosts the largest refugee population in the region. Not all displacement from the thirteen focus 

countries of this report is to other countries in the West and Central Africa. Other African countries, the 

United States, Canada, and European countries are also important host countries for refugees from the 

West and Central African region. 

While the focus of this report is on international migration, internal displacement is nevertheless an 

important trend, as internally displaced persons (IDPs) may become future refugees and ir/ regular 

migrants. While there is limited data and literature regarding internal displacement in West and Central 

Africa, it is clear that it is a serious concern in most of the focus countries, especially in Nigeria. As in the 
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case of international forced migration, internal displacement is supported by a variety of often overlapping 

factors, including conflicts, violence, and environmental factors such as droughts, floods, and soil erosion.  

Regular/ Labour Migration 

The literature on regular migration in and from West and Central Africa is scarce. Generally, migration 

literature on this region predominately focuses on forced displacement as well as irregular migration 

movements, and regular migration, especially for the purpose of labour, is much less studied. The structure 

and policies of ECOWAS are key to understand mobility in West Africa. With the exception of Mauritania, 

Chad, and the CAR, the other focus countries of this report are ECOWAS members and have ratified 

9/h²!{Ω protocol for free movement of persons, which entails a visa-free regime for its members.  

ECOWAS member states adopted the first protocol related to migration in 1979 (ECOWAS, 2016a). This 

protocol involved three phases: right of entry and abolition of visa; Right of Residence, and; Right of 

Establishment. The Right of Entry and Abolition of Visa, which has been implemented, establishes the right 

of an ECOWAS citizen to travel freely through the region without a visa, although member states still 

reserve the right to refuse entry to "inadmissible immigrants" based on the laws of that member state. The 

second phase, Right of Residence, has also been implemented. However, the third phase, which deals with 

the right of establishment in another member state, is still being implemented in most member states. 

Different focus countries have ratified this protocol differently, which has consequences for the mobility 

patterns within these countries. Importantly, regular and labour migration particularly in the West African 

region is the highest in all of Africa, mainly because of ECOWAS. The Central African country Chad has an 

agreement on the free movement of persons within the Economic Community of Central African States 

(ECCAS) and the Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC) rather than within 

ECOWAS. 

Bilateral agreements by countries in this region are also important in facilitating regular labour migration 

both within the region and internationally. Burkina Faso Ƙŀǎ ƻƭŘ ōƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ 

(1960), Niger (1964), and Mali (1969), though these are generally no longer considered to be valid. Gambia 

has bilateral agreements with Spain (2006), Italy (2010), Qatar (2010), and Taiwan (2010) on migrant 

employment, irregular migration, and trafficking. Guinea has bilateral agreements with Spain (2006) and 

Switzerland (2011), while /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ has a bilateral agreement with France (1992) on the circulation of 

migrants and matters of social security. Moreover, Mali is party to bilateral agreements with Burkina Faso 

(1969), Ghana (1977), Guinea (1964), Mauritania (1973), Niger (1964), Cameroon (1964), and Libya (1980). 

Mali has also agreed to enter visa-free regimes with Morocco (2006), Algeria (2006), and Tunisia (2006). 

Such agreements also exist with France (1994) and Spain (2007). Mauritania has bilateral agreements with 

France (1992), Spain (2007), Mali (1963), Senegal (1972), Algeria (1996), Tunisia (1964), and Gambia (1966). 

Senegal has agreements with France (2008), and Spain (2008), on addressing irregular migration and 

supporting means of regular labour migration. Finally, Sierra Leone has drafted readmission agreements 

with the UK and the Netherlands and is party to agreements that allow for labour market access without 

work permits with Cuba, China, and India.  

Despite the perception of Africa as a continent of mass migration driven by conflicts, poverty, and harsh 

climate, the literature reveals more nuanced realities of migration in the region. Even if West African 

migration has recently increased, the trend has been fostered by processes of development and social 

transformation rather than by increased poverty or conflicts. In 2016, migration flows from West and 

Central Africa were estimated around 12 million, and refugee movements represented only a small fraction 
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of the total. Moreover, it is estimated that between 2 per cent and 3 per cent of the West and Central 

African population are international migrants, a figure which is slightly below the world average.  

Similarly, although it is generally assumed that African migration flows are mainly directed toward Europe, 

existing evidence strongly indicates that most migration in West and Central Africa happens within the 

region and remains extensively intra-African. Some estimates, for example, indicate that migration flows 

within West Africa are ten times higher than those toward Europe. Similarly, other sources indicate that 

intra-regional migration in the West African region accounts for 75 per cent of all moves, with migration to 

Europe accounting for only 15 per cent. Migration in West and Central Africa should primarily be 

considered an intra-African livelihood strategy, which is generally of a temporary and circular nature. For 

some countries, such as Mali and Senegal, it is also considered a rite of passage to adulthood. For some 

others, like Chad and Mauritania or in northern parts of Niger, seasonal mobility is linked to long-standing 

livelihood strategies, especially for herders and other pastoral groups that need to move with their 

livestock seasonally in order to survive. For these reasons, the visa-free regime of ECOWAS - even if 

constrained by challenges to capacity - is crucial in facilitating the West and Central African population to 

move. 

External Migration Routes 

There are four routes commonly used by migrants leaving West and Central Africa: the Central 

Mediterranean Route, the Western Mediterranean Route, the Western African Route, and the Air Route.  

The Central Mediterranean Route is currently the most used by West and Central African migrants who try 

to reach North Africa and, to a lesser extent, Europe. This route connects Niger, Libya, and Italy.  Irregular 

maritime border crossings directly from North Africa to Italy and Malta are also referred to broadly as 

belonging to the Central Mediterranean Route. In 2014, an estimated 83 per cent of boat arrivals in Italy 

departed from Libya. Only 20 per cent of migrants who follow the Central Mediterranean route ultimately 

depart to Europe. The remaining 80 per cent stay in Africa, and their migration should be considered as 

trans-Saharan, temporary, and mostly circular tied to livelihood strategies.  

The Western Mediterranean Route connects West and Central Africa with Morocco and Spain. For many 

years, this route has been widely popular, mostly among Guinean, Ivorian, and Gambian migrants. In more 

recent years, the numbers of migrants using this route has fluctuated while generally increasing. The 

number of migrants using this route peaked in 2016. As Mali is the main transit country for people using 

this route, this figure may reflect the lawlessness experienced in Northern Mali. The situation has brought 

increasing involvement of terrorists and armed groups into human trafficking and especially human 

smuggling business along this route. This instance has led to the development of more, better, and 

increasingly specialised smuggling services, which explain the growing popularity of the western 

Mediterranean route. 

The Western African Route connects West and Central Africa with the Spanish Canary Islands, with 

Mauritania being one of the main transit countries on this route. The Western African Route is especially 

popular among Moroccans and Senegalese. It is not a fully active smuggling route at present, as only 671 

irregular border crossings were registered in 2016. However, the existing literature remarks that this route 

could be easily re-activated by either regional instability and conflicts or by a drop in vigilance and border 

management efforts. 
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The Air Route comprises all possible flights originating from West and Central Africa to destinations in 

Europe. From the perspective of European states, operations related to air routes present unique 

challenges, particularly as most migrants using air routes enter Europe with a valid visa. Such migrants may 

then lapse into irregularity if and when they overstay their visas.  

Policy Responses 

At the national level, there are some frameworks in place to address regular migration, forced migration, 

and irregular migration, but most address only administrative matters and the fight against human 

trafficking without directly linking migration to a broader development strategy. Policies in Ghana and 

Nigeria, are an exception, and have a slightly clearer link between migration and development. Research 

and data regarding the effectiveness of these policies are generally scarce, however. National governments 

in the region are faced with limited capacities and resources to design, implement, and evaluate laws and 

policies related to migration management. Additionally, authorities in the region may conflate human 

trafficking and smuggling, and many do not understand and/or exploit the development potential of 

migration sufficiently.  

On a regional level, the African Union (AU) promotes the integration of regional economic communities 

(RECs), the free movement of people, and the development potentials of migration. Other regional 

frameworks relevant to migration in West and Central Africa include the Community of Sahel-Saharan 

States (CEN-SAD), the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the Economic Community 

of Central African States (ECCAS), the Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC), the 

G5 Sahel, and the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU). As previously discussed, ECOWAS is especially relevant in 

shaping the freedom of movement regime in the West African region. The Central African country Chad 

also has an agreement on the free movement of persons within ECCAS and CEMAC. Furthermore, multiple 

inter-regional frameworks to address migration exist, especially between the AU and EU. These frameworks 

address aspects of migration and development, such as visa facilitation, and visa free regimes, but also the 

fight against human trafficking, and the protection of migrants, including labour migrants, refugees, asylum 

seekers, and victims of trafficking. 

Moreover, several multilateral frameworks including UN and ILO Conventions address issues of migration. 

No country among the thirteen focus countries has ratified all international conventions relevant to the 

field of migration1, although Burkina Faso has ratified eleven out of twelve. Five conventions, namely the 

1930 Forced Labour Convention, the 1951 UN Refugee Convention, the 1957 Abolition of Forced Labour 

Convention, the 1967 UN Refugee Protocol, and the 2000 UN Migrant Smuggling Protocol, have been 

ratified by all thirteen focus countries. The 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child has been ratified 

by twelve of the thirteen countries; this excludes Guinea, which has only acceded to the 1989 Convention. 

International Actors in the field of migration, especially the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) 

and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) are active in providing assistance to 

governments and migrants in the region. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

The aim of this report is to gather and synthesize the available data and evidence on migration within West 

and Central Africa in order to identify particular development needs and challenges in the area of 

migration. The report indicates that migratory movements in and out of West and Central Africa are diverse 

                                                           
1 For a comprehensive view of these policies see table 6, pg. 73. 
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and significant in volume, particularly in comparison to other African regions. Nevertheless, migration in 

the region is still slightly lower than the world average. Migration in West and Central Africa is 

characterized by largely complex flows of migrants comprised of asylum seekers, refugees, and especially 

regular migrants that move for economic reasons, study and family reunification purposes. Moreover, the 

flows are driven by a range of different factors: low human and economic development, strong climate 

conditions, demographic pressures, health epidemics (such as Ebola), violent conflicts, political oppression, 

persecution, employment possibilities, and family reunification.  

Considering the lack of data on migration trends and patterns in the West and Central African region, future 

efforts should be made to increase the capacities for data collection, especially in distinguishing between 

regular and irregular migration. This distinction is crucial to enable evidence-informed policy making and to 

support more informed debates on migration in this region. In terms of national migration policies, existing 

frameworks in West and Central Africa tend to only address administration matters and the fight against 

human trafficking, with states failing to introduce comprehensive migration policies and to integrate 

migration into national development strategies. Moreover, serious implementation problems constrain 

existing policy frameworks. These issues seem less relevant in the contexts of Ghana and Nigeria, which 

have the most advanced migration policies in the region. Future efforts should ensure that drafted national 

migration policies have the resources, capacity, and support at the political level to be implemented. Efforts 

to understand the effectiveness of these policies must also be made. 

Despite existing frameworks, including national policies, bilateral agreements and ECOWAS, regional 

cooperation remains a challenge due to corruption as well as a lack of capacities and political willingness on 

part of the member states. None of the thirteen focus countries in West and Central Africa has ratified all 

International Conventions relevant to the field of migration. Even in ECOWAS, for example, many member 

states have not yet implemented the free movement of persons, despite ratification of the majority of the 

other protocols. Greater commitment to bilateral labour agreements and regional cooperation instruments 

could support the regular movements of citizens within the region. Moreover, a full implementation of the 

free movement in person protocol would enhance the positive outcome of migration on development by 

increasing seasonal and circular migration and supporting the sending of remittances. To reduce irregular 

migration, the countries of analysis and the international community should focus on governance 

interventions and anti-corruption reforms, especially in Niger, Mali, and Libya. In addition, in the context of 

irregular migration to EU countries in pursuit of economic and livelihood opportunities, bilateral 

agreements with EU countries that facilitate and regularize seasonal labour migration should also be 

considered. Imposing increasing barriers could, instead, result in more permanent settlement, increases in 

irregular migration, and a weakening of the positive effects of migration such as skill transfers, the sending 

of remittances, and impacts on development. 

In the West and Central African region, finding more durable solutions for refugees and IDPs remains a 

challenge. Expanding protection and humanitarian assistance beyond refugee camps is one option to 

support displaced populations. Another option would be to develop labour migration regimes for refugees, 

or regular migration to countries beyond the region could be facilitated by the opening of more 

humanitarian corridors. Creating more regular options for migration, perhaps through increased regional 

cooperation and improved bilateral labour agreements, is also considered key to addressing many of the 

vulnerabilities faced by forced migrants in West and Central Africa. 

To reduce human smuggling toward Europe from West and Central Africa, the focus should not be on 

curbing irregular migration along a particular route but instead on curbing criminal activity in all of the G5 
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Sahel countries. Additionally, promoting development and the creation of livelihoods opportunities in the 

Sahel, particularly through capacity building, education, and the creation of durable livelihoods solutions, is 

advised. As such, intra-African circular and seasonal migration should be encouraged. Additionally, efforts 

to promote and develop regular intraregional mobility should be given particular attention. Similarly, by 

acknowledging that there is no single solution to the complex issues in Libya, the EU plan to crackdown on 

smuggling and trafficking activities should be accompanied by other initiatives to strengthen governance 

capacities and the rule of law. Interventions should address building state institutions, reducing insecurity 

and impunity, engaging communities and stakeholders in the development process, providing alternatives 

to smuggling, and mobilizing political will to cease migrant exploitation. 

!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ expected to double by 2050, and African development is predicted to increase in the 

future. According to migration transition theories, expected demographic pressures, social transformations, 

and increased development will foster migration streams by increasing the capabilities and aspirations of 

individuals to migrate. Migration flows within the region and beyond are therefore expected to increase. 

Despite EU policies and the possible developments in Libya, migrants will continue to seek safety and new 

opportunities in and beyond Europe. Migration will continue beyond any restrictions, push-backs, or border 

controls. Therefore, going forward, a more realistic, informed, and long-term approach toward migration in 

the future is vital to better manage human migration flows within and outside of West and Central Africa. 
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1.   Introduction  

This report has been commissioned by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

GmbH as part of a series of projects that explore (irregular) migration in Africa. Through these projects, GIZ 

aims to better understand the complex dynamics and realities of migration in and from West and Central 

Africa. In this context, it is particularly important to understand the main drivers of migration as well as the 

routes migrants use in their journeys.  

The report focuses on 

thirteen countries in the 

region, namely Burkina Faso, 

the Central African Republic, 

Chad, Ghana, Guinea, 

Gambia, /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜΣ aŀƭƛΣ 

Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, 

Senegal, and Sierra Leone. 

Libya is also included given 

its potential impacts on 

migration flows from the 

region. 

Migratory movements in and 

out of West and Central 

Africa are diverse and 

significant in volume. The 

flows of people in, between, 

and from countries in the 

region can best be 

characterized as mixed in 

nature2. Forced3 migrants, 

including asylum seekers 

and refugees, as well as 

voluntary migrants4 move within and beyond the region based on a mix of factors, including conflict, 

political and socio-economic conditions, persecution, health epidemics, and environmental stresses in their 

                                                           
2 aƛȄŜŘ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Lha DƭƻǎǎŀǊȅ ƻƴ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ άŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƻǊȅ population movements that include refugees, 

asylum seekers, economic migrants and other migrants, as opposed to migratory population movements that consist entirely of 
one category of migrantsέ (IOM, 2011). 

3 Forced ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ άŀ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƻǊȅ movement in which an element of coercion exists, including threats to life and livelihood, 
whether arising from natural or man-made causesέ (IOM, 2011). This includes environment-, development- and forced or 
conflict-induced displacement. Forced or conflict-ƛƴŘǳŎŜŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ άƛǎ ǘƘŜ involuntary movement, individually or 
collectively, of persons from their country or community, notably for reasons of armed conflict [or] civil unrest" (IOM, 2011). The 
form of displacement has consequences for migrantsΩ and statesΩ legal rights and obligations, which are important to consider in 
the context of development cooperation.  

4 The Glossary of Key migration terminology provided in Annex A can be consulted to understand the differences between different 
types of migrants as well as other specific terms mentioned throughout this report. 

Source: Authors with National Geographic Map Maker 

Figure 1: Regional Map of West and Central Africa 
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countries of origin. These migrants5 often use similar migration routes and modes of travel. Sometimes 

smugglers6 facilitate migration from and within the region. Migration flows can also include victims of 

trafficking (VoTs)7  and irregular migrants8. Note, however, that migrant categories are non-exclusive, 

sometimes are overlapping, and are subject to change over time. For instance, an irregular migrant might 

have been forced to migrate and labour-seeking. Similarly, a regular migrant might overstay its permit and 

became irregular. Categorization is therefore a challenge, yet is crucial under a policy perspective. Different 

types of migrants might have specific vulnerabilities and needs, and categorization, together with its flaws 

and conceptual and practical challenges, is essential to find adequate policy responses. 

This report gathers and synthesizes available data and evidence on migration flows within and beyond 

West and Central Africa to identify particular development needs and challenges in the area of migration in 

West and Central Africa. The report has been compiled based on desk research. Given its reliance on 

secondary data sources, the report is only and detailed and nuanced as its source materials. It is therefore 

recommended that GIZ country offices build on this report by cross-referencing its findings with on-the-

ground experiences and sources, and it should be read in conjunction with the existing development 

portfolio of GIZ in the respective country. 

The remainder of this report is structured as follows: Section 2 provides an overview of key migration 

trends in and from West and Central Africa by looking at different kinds of migration, namely irregular, 

forced, and regular/labour migration movements. This includes a short section on smuggling as well as 

trafficking9. Section 3 provides a brief overview of the most prominent routes migrants commonly take out 

                                                           
5 The term migrant is used throughout this report in a way that it encompasses different types of migrants (including voluntary and 

forced, regular and irregular) unless otherwise specified. 

6 {ƳǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ procurement, for financial or material gain, of the illegal entry into a state of which that person is 
neither a citizen nor a permanent residŜƴǘέ όLb¢9wth[Σ ƴΦŘ.). 

7 ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊΣ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΣ ōȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻf the 
threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of 
vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another 
person, for the purpose of exploitationέ (IOM, 2011). 

8 Irregular migrants lack legal status, for instance, because of leaving, entering, residing, or working in a country without the 
required (travel) documents or authorisation (IOM, 2011). 
9 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ άǇǊŜǾŀƛƭƛƴƎ confusion between smuggling of migrants and concepts such as irregular migration and trafficking in 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎέ ό¦bh5/Σ нлммΣ ǇΦ рύΦ {ƳǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ƳǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ aƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ the United 
Nations Convention on Transitional hǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ /ǊƛƳŜΣ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ procurement, in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or 
other material benefit, of the illegal entry of a person into a State of which the person is not a ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέΦ 
In contrast, trafficking in persons is defined in the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish TraffiŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ tŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ  

Note on Data 

Data on mixed migration trends and routes in and from West and Central Africa is largely scattered, if 

available at all. Different data sources may provide different numbers on migrant stocks and flows and 

their composition given differences in estimation methodologies, reliance on anecdotal evidence, and 

different operational definitions of concepts. Furthermore, the differentiation between involuntary, 

regular, and irregular (labour) migrants is only possible to a limited extent. In particular, data on irregular 

migration is, due to its nature, difficult to measure. These caveats imply that data presented in this report 

do not necessarily reflect the full picture of the migration situation in the countries of analysis. Yet, with 

this data is still possible to provide an overview of migration trends to, from and between Burkina Faso, the 

Central African Republic, Chad, DŀƳōƛŀΣ DƘŀƴŀΣ DǳƛƴŜŀΣ /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜΣ aŀli, Mauritania, Nigeria, Nigeria, 

Senegal, and Sierra Leone. 
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of the region. Section 4 focuses on policy responses to migration at the national, regional, and international 

levels. Finally, Section 5 concludes with an overview of identified development challenges, needs, and gaps 

in the current evidence on migration in and from West and Central Africa. Several annexes complement the 

main body of the report; a series of short migration profiles for each of the thirteen focus countries are 

included in the annexes. 

2.   Migration Trends in West and Central Africa  

Migration in West and Central Africa is a complex phenomenon. This section of the report summarizes the 

main migration trends in the region. The section provides in-depth review of irregular and forced migration 

movements in the region. The section also addresses labour migration through regular channels. A short 

analysis of remittances to West and Central Africa concludes the section.  

2.1.  Drivers of Migration in the Region  

The factors that lead people to make the decision to migrate through both regular and irregular channels 

are often called the drivers of migration. This includes both voluntary and forced movements, as well as 

temporary and permanent movements (Van Hear, Bakewell, & Long, 2012). Though the drivers of migration 

in West and Central African countries share similarities, different conditions and contexts in each country 

strongly influence individual decisions to migrate. Annex B presents a comparison of the focus countries in 

terms of basic country indicators and relevant development indicators (e.g. Human Development Index, 

unemployment levels, Multidimensional Poverty Index headcount) based on the most recent data 

available. As a review of this information reveals, the region as a whole faces challenges associated with 

low human and economic development (UNDP, 2016). Mobility within the region often occurs as a 

response to these challenges. Violent conflicts, political oppression, and persecution also contribute to 

forced migration from and within specific countries in the region, as so environmental factors that impact 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ and livelihoods. Nevertheless, migration in West and Central Africa is foremost 

voluntary and driven by development, education, employment, and economic growth (Flahaux & de Haass, 

2016, Unicef, 2016). An additional ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣΩ 

which may position international migration as a rite of passage into adulthood and as a normal part of the 

ƭƛŦŜ ǘǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ƘŀŘΣ aŀƭƛΣ 

Niger, and Senegal. Importantly, smuggling of migrants in West and Central Africa only occurs from some 

key cities of northern Niger and Mali onwards. Prior to these smuggling hubs, both regular and irregular 

migrants may simply have travelled ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

transportation provided by bus companies or by taking private cars (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 

2017). 

Migration in and out of the Central African Republic (CAR) is largely forced and highly linked to 

perpetuated conflicts. Since its independence from France in 1960, the CAR has suffered from multiple 

ŎƻǳǇǎ ŘΩŞǘŀǘΣ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ό5ǳƪƘŀƴΣ нлмсύΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŞǘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ 

March 2013, and violence and armed conflict have been devastating the country ever since (Mangan & 

Murray, 2017). Conflicts between armed groups have resulted in massive human rights violations, and 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of 
coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving 
of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitationΦέ 
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conflicting parties have participated in massacres, torture, looting, and the destruction of entire villages 

(Isaacs-Martin, 2016). The current situation of violence in the CAR has escalated rapidly, and it is 

considered to be worse now than in 2016 (Global Conflict Tracker, 2017; Invisible Children, 2017).   

Outbreaks of intra-state violence have similarly compelled significant migration from Nigeria. The Boko 

Haram crisis, which started in 2009, has seen campaigns of terror, forced recruitment, suicide bombings, 

and sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) waged by Boko Haram against local residents (BBC, 2016). 

The crisis has been further complicated by the region's fragile socio-economic context, chronic poverty, 

harsh climate conditions, health epidemics, and limited access to basic services (UNHCR, 2017k). 

Additionally, unemployment and low per capita income are also linked to high emigration from Nigeria. 

Employment-driven migration from Nigeria tends to be highly selective to educated and skilled 

professionals, who may be attracted to more developed regions (IOM, 2014a; Afolayan, Ikwuyatum, & 

Abejide, 2009). 

Little is known about drivers of migration from Niger, at least in comparison to the literature on transit and 

migration routes through the country. There is some indication that since 1990, emigration from Niger has 

been led by economic factors, largely related to the difficulties of the Nigerien agricultural sector (CARIM, 

2011; ICMPD & IOM, 2015). There are few refugees that originate in Niger, and most forced migration in 

Niger happens within the borders of the state (REACH, 2017; UNHCR 2017c). However, like northern 

Nigeria, migration from southern Niger is also driven by the violent extremism of Boko Haram. Internal 

displacement in Niger, especially in the Diffa region, has become a major issue since 2015, when Boko 

Haram started to attack civilians in the country (IDMC, 2017d). 

The factors that support migration from Chad are rather mixed. The country is one of the poorest in the 

world, ranking 186/188 on the Human Development Index (HDI) (World Bank, 2017a), and economic 

factors, such as poverty and lack of economic opportunities, are a major push factor for Chadian emigrants. 

Violence, conflicts, and persecution also compel some movement, however (Rodrigues & Tòmas, 2017). 

Historically, Chad has also experienced emigration related to transhumance and the movements of pastoral 

groups. Among these factors, climate change factors have also played a role in motivating emigration (IOM, 

2007).  

Migration from Mauritania also is largely economically driven. The majority of forced migration occurred as 

a result of the 1989 Senegal-Mauritania conflict (MPC, 2013b). Labour emigration of the unskilled and 

ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀΩǎ ƴŀǘional 

economy and an overloaded informal sector (Saleh, 2009). Significant emigration from Mauritania dates 

ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ άŘŜƎǊŀŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊƻ-pastoral system caused by severe and 

ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘǎ Χ ώŀƴŘϐ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘέ όat/Σ нлмоΣ ǇΦ мύΦ  

Similarly, migration from Gambia is also highly driven by economic factors. The country has a low HDI 

(ranking 173/188) and high rates of unemployment (54%)10, especially among the young population 

(44.4%)11 (UNDP, 2017). Large-scale migration from Gambia began with the economic crisis that followed 

Gambia's 1965 independence from the United Kingdom. The crisis hit the agricultural sector, a major pillar 

ƻŦ DŀƳōƛŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΤ ǎŎŀǊŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻr simultaneously hit rural areas, contributing 

                                                           
10 This indicates the percentage of the labour force population ages 15 and older that is not in paid employment, but has taken 
steps to seek paid employment or self-employment (UNDP, 2017). 
11 This indicates the percentage of the labour force population ages between 15 and 24 that is not in paid employment or self-
employed but is available for work and has taken steps to seek paid employment or self-employment (UNDP, 2017). 
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to significant rural unemployment. Rural-to-urban migration then peaked between 1993 and 2010. The 

mass emigration of Gambians due to economic instability has included various segments of the population, 

especially doctors and nurses (Kebbeh, 2013). Additionally, around 76,000 Gambians were recently forced 

to flee the country as a result of political turmoil starting at the end of 2016 (Caux, 2017).       

A similar economic situation has befallen Ghana. In 2013Σ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŦŀƭǘŜǊ ŀǎ DƘŀƴŀ 

endured a public deficit, weakening currency, and high inflation rates (BBC Monitoring, 2017). The 

economic downturn has contributed to high emigration amongst the highly-skilled as well as higher 

unemployment amongst youth and those with no schooling (IOM & ICMPD, 2015, p. 15). Moreover, the 

evolution of DƘŀƴŀΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ situation has shaped migratory movements in the post-independence era. 

Military rule coupled with harsh economic policies that were introduced in the 1990s pushed many highly-

trained scholars and professionals to emigrate from Ghana between 1980 and 1990. In the same period, 

Lecturers, teachers, doctors, lawyers, engineers, architects, and students left Ghana in greater numbers to 

seek more fruitful economic opportunities elsewhere (CIA, 2017; SIHMA 2014). This trend continued in the 

coming years, and between 1995 and 2002 around 70 per cent of trained medical officers, 40 per cent of 

pharmacists, and almost 20 per cent of nurses emigrated (Bump, 2006). 

Drivers of migration from Mali are especially diverse. A Ψculture of migrationΩ is well rooted in the Malian 

heritage; as in other countries in the West and Central African region, migration in Mali is promoted as a 

rite of passage for young men, but it is also an important livelihood strategy. Circular and seasonal 

migration are very important for Malian nomadic pastoral groups (Merkle, Reinold, & Siegel, 2017; IOM, 

2014c; IOM, 2013a; CARIM, 2010; ICMPD, 2010). Other factors that contribute to emigration among 

Malians include political instability, lack of economic opportunities, droughts, desertification, and 

demographic pressures in the form of high population growth (ICMPD, 2010). Despite having a longer 

history of ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǇǎ ŘΩŞǘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇǳǎƘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ 

for Malian migration. TƘŜ ŀǊƳŜŘ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ aŀƭƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŞǘŀǘ ƻŦ нлмн ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ 

waves of both internal displacement and outside of MaliΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ (Merkle, Reinold, & Siegel, 2017; IOM, 

2013a).  

Emigrants from Guinea have similarly left the country due to recurring food insecurity, droughts, and 

flooding, as well as following the outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus between 2013 and 2015 (USAID, 2017). 

Additionally, circular and seasonal migration between Guinea and Senegal is common among workers 

within the agriculture industry.  However, this pattern has evolved into increased movements towards 

urban areas and has contributed to permanent settlement abroad, with many individuals working in small 

businesses and trade (Lefebvre, 2003; ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

Migrants from Senegal are largely driven to move by high unemployment rates. Yet, unemployment figures 

for Senegal reduced over time, from 48% in 2007 (CIA, 2017) to 26% in 2013 (World Bank, 2017a) and 9.3% 

in 2015 (UNDP, 2016). Congo and Gabon are becoming popular destinations for Senegalese emigrants 

(UNICEF & WCARO, 2016). Emigration is especially common among Senegalese youth and has even become 

institutionalized in some communities, where migration is expected and valued as part of the life trajectory 

(RMMS West Africa, 2017). Moreover, the conflict in the Casamance region that started in 1982 and still 

ongoing is an important push factor for migration. This conflict has created numerous flight and return 

refugee movements from Casamance to The Gambia that happened cyclically when the conflict would 

escalate. Since 2006, permanent settlement has replaced the circular movement described above and now 

there is a situation of protracted displacement of Senegalese refugees in The Gambia (Manby, 2015; 

Hopkins, 2011).  
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Sierra Leone faced a brutal civil war between 1991 and 2002 that devastatŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛƻŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

structure and contributed to massive displacement. Civilians were often targeted in hostilities, with 

different parties using torture, murder, rape, abduction of children, and mutilation as fighting tactics 

(ACAPS, 2014). The conflict weakened ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

hospitals and thus encouraging professionals and skilled workers to migrate. Even after the cessation of 

conflict, the country is still characterised by poor socioeconomic conditions, unemployment, and low 

wages. These factors encourage labour emigration from the country (European Commission, 2007).  

Historical drivers of emigration from /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ similarly include political instability between 1999 and 

2000 and a civil war that started in 2002. This protracted violence spiked in 2010 following a contested 

presidential election; since then, arbitrary arrests and killings, torture, and SGBV have escalated (UNHCR, 

2016e) and contributed to migration out of /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ (CIA, 2017).  Skilled migrants also leave Côte 

ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ in search of better occupational opportunities abroad. Particularly, nurses and medical doctors 

frequently emigrate (ICMPD & IOM, 2015).  

/ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ Burkina Faso exchange migrant populations and constitute a significant mobility corridor 

within the West African region. Almost 90 per cent of Burkinabe emigrants (stock) is residing in Côte, while 

a similar number of Ivorian emigrants have moved to Burkina Faso (UN DESA, 2015a). Migration from 

Burƪƛƴŀ Cŀǎƻ ǘƻ /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ reflects ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǘƛŜǎΣ ŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ 

West Africa. Regular, seasonal migration is also common between the two countries (Konseiga, 2003). 

Migration from Burkina Faso is also driven by post-election violence and by (extremist) conflicts that have 

contributed to deteriorating security in the northern region of the country (IDMC, 2017c).Table 1 provides a 

concise overview of the mixed migration trends for the focus countries. 

Table 1: Summary of Mixed Migration Trends in West and Central Africa 

Country  Origin  Transit  Destination  Push Factors  for Emigrants  

Burkina Faso  ++  +   
¶ Strong climate  
¶ Limited resources  
¶ Conflicts  

Central African 
Republic  

++    ¶ Conflicts  

Chad   

 

+  

 

           ++  

¶ Strong climate  
¶ Limited resources  
¶ Economic reasons  

¶ Conflicts  
¶ Traditions/livelihood 

strategy  

Gambia  ++    
¶ Persecution  
¶ Limited resources  
¶ Economic reasons  

Ghana  ++   +  ¶ Economic reasons  

Guinea  ++  +  +  

¶ Economic reasons  
¶ Food insecurity  
¶ Strong climate  
¶ Ebola  

/ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ +   ++  
¶ Economic reasons  
¶ Conflicts  
¶ Persecution  
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Mali  +  ++   

¶ Conflicts  

¶ Strong climate  
¶ Traditions/livelihood 

strategy  
¶ Demographic pressures  

Mauritania   +  ++  

¶ Limited opportunities  
¶ Economic reasons  
¶ Strong climate  
¶ Conflicts  

Niger   ++  +  

¶ Economic reasons  
¶ Conflicts  
¶ Traditions/livelihood 

strategy  

Nigeria  ++   ++  
¶ Conflicts  

¶ Persecution  
¶ Economic reasons  

Senegal  ++  +  

 

 

¶ Economic reasons  
¶ Traditions/livelihood 

strategy  

Sierra Leone  ++   +  
¶ Conflicts  
¶ Limited resources  
¶ Economic reasons  

Note: ¢ǿƻ ΨҌΩ indicate that relative to other countries in the region these flows are bigger. /ŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άǇǳǎƘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ 

ŜƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎέ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇƛƴƎΦ 

2.2.  Irregular Migration  

2.2.1.  Trends in West and Central Africa  

Irregular migration in and out of West and Central Africa reflects diverse mobility trajectories and is 

considered significant in volume. Most West and Central African migrants are entitled to move across 

borders, and their migration is legitimised by the normative framework of ECOWAS or ECCAS. While 

popular discourses characterise irregular migration in the region as criminal and violent, much irregular 

movement in the region occurs because of administrative disconnects. Most irregular migrants are in fact 

ECOWAS or ECCAS citizens with the right to free movement who lack legal travel documents; overlapping 

factors, including weak bureaucracy, corruption, and low levels of development, prevent many migrants 

from acquiring the documentation they need to travel άƭŜƎŀƭƭȅέ.  Irregular migrants can be broadly defined 

as individuals who ŎǊƻǎǎ άōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέ όWƻǊŘŀƴ ϧ 5ǸǾŜƭƭΣ нллнΣ ǇΦ мрύΦ Both migrants who have entered a country irregularly as well as 

those who enter through regular channels but become irregular by overstaying their visa are considered 

irregular migrants (de Haas, 2008). Irregular migrants are not per definition criminals, do not necessarily 

migrate irregularly with the help of criminal organizations, and do not migrate to participate in illicit 

activities (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017). On the contrary, many migrate for economic reasons, as 

migration is an important way to diversify income and secure livelihoods for many people in West and 

Central Africa. Nevertheless, most of the countries in this region are, at least to some extent, 

simultaneously countries of origin, transit, and destination for irregular migrants (Altai, 2015). Migration 

within the region has been traditionally dynamic and reactive to political, socio-economic, and 

environmental factors.  
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Burkina Faso, the Central African Republic, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Nigeria, Senegal, and Sierra Leone 

can be described as origin countries for irregular migration flows in and out of the West and Central Africa 

region, while /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ and Mali are relatively smaller countries of origin. Despite ECOWAS free 

movement provisions, irregular movements nevertheless occur when immigration rules are unclear, badly 

articulated, and/or poorly implemented, challenging adherence to administrative regimes. Irregular 

migration may also occur more to places where the majority of employment is within the informal sector 

(Ratha & Shaw, 2007), which is indeed the case for the countries under study. In spite of the visa-free 

regime prescribed by ECOWAS, it is not surprising that irregular migration still occurs. In the CAR informal 

cross-border trade represent an estimated 200% of total (formal) foreign trade (UNECA, 2013), and this 

ample informal sector is highly correlated to irregular migration (Ratha & Shaw 2007). In recent years, 

persistent poverty and economic downturns in countries such as the CAR and Gambia have supported 

irregular migration to North Africa and Europe. (Kebbeh, 2013). Gambia is among the top five countries of 

origin for individuals crossing the Mediterranean Sea from Libya to Italy or Spain (Hunt, 2017). En route to 

Europe, Gambian migrants generally travel through Senegal and other West African States, eventually 

passing from Libya to Italy through the Mediterranean. 

Senegalese authorities are principally concerned with irregular migration when it involves the irregular 

movement of Senegalese nationals and other transit migrants on their way to EU member states, with 

whom the Senegalese state has implemented different strategies (SEA HORSE, HERA) to address irregular 

migration (IOM & ICMPD, 2015). Irregular migration is also common in Sierra Leone. The country is only 

able to control one-fifth of the crossing points on its south-eastern border. Guinea similarly secures only 37 

crossing points on its more than 1,400 km-long borders with Liberia and Sierra Leone (European 

Commission, 2007). As a coastal country with porous borders, high rates of poverty, and poor 

infrastructure, Guinea also functions as both a point of origin and transit for irregular migrants (IOM, 

2017l). Migrants from Nigeria also migrate to the EU irregularly, and in 2016 they represented the biggest 

share of irregular entries by sea (21%) (RMMS, 2017a). According to ICMPD and IOM (2017): "While a 

minority is able to enter the EU by plane, most irregular migrants [from Nigeria] travel towards Europe 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƘŀǊŀ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōȅ ǎƘƛǇΦ Lƴ нллуΣ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ aƛƴister of Foreign Affairs estimated that at 

least 59,000 nationals seeking to enter Europe were stranded in North Africa" (p. 259).  

The main countries through which irregular migrants transit on their way to North Africa and Europe 

include Mali and Niger and, to a lesser extent, Burkina Faso, Chad, Mauritania, Guinea, and Senegal. Niger 

is an important hub for irregular migration in West Africa, and smuggling networks are well rooted in the 

Northern city of Agadez (Tinti & Westcott, 2016). Niger is the main transit country used by West and 

Central African migrants who want to reach Libya, Algeria, and to a lesser extent Europe (UNHCR, 2017r; 

IOM, 2017m). In 2016, an estimated 300,000 people transited into Niger on their way North (Micallef, 

2017; UNHCR, 2017s); by May 2017, over 60,000 migrants were estimated to have entered the country 

(UNHCR, 2017r). It is estimated that more than half of all West African migrants who arrived by sea to the 

Italian island of Lampedusa in 2014 transited through Niger (Wittenberg, 2017). The country's geopolitical 

orientation makes Niger a key area for irregular migration, as it is located between sub-Saharan Africa and 

North Africa, with Libya being the most important transit country for people trying to reach Europe 

(UNHCR, 2017r). Since 2000, Mali has also become an important transit country for irregular migrants 

trying to reach North Africa, mainly Algeria, Libya, Morocco, or Tunisia (Urso, 2017; ICMPD & IOM, 2015; 

IOM, 2013a; CARIM, 2010; ICMPD, 2010). Similarly, since 1990, Chad has been and continues to be an 

important transit country for migrants trying to reach Libya and Europe (UNHCR, 2017r; de Haas, 2007). 

The Chadian route into northern Libya is often used by Chadian, Sudanese, and Cameroonian migrants 
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(Wittenberg, 2017). Moreover, due to its long border (3,200km) with six neighbouring countries, Burkina 

Faso has become an important transit country. Irregular migrants passing through Burkina Faso who take 

the Western Mediterranean Route generally originate from Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Liberia, and Cote 

ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ who take the Central Mediterranean Route through Burkina Faso mostly 

originate from Ghana. Both routes finally end in Tripoli, Libya. Burkinabe, namely the Bissa ethnic group 

who live in the Centre-Est region, also migrate irregularly to Europe (Reitano, Adal & Sha, 2014).  

While most migration is regularly administrated by the regulations of ECOWAS, Côte ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ is a country of 

destination for irregular migration flows in and out of the West and Central Africa region. Other key 

destinations are Nigeria and Chad, in which the free movement of persons is prescribed by ECOWAS and 

ECCAS respectively, assuring that most migration, at least in principle, should happen regularly. Mauritania 

is also a destination country for irregular movements, and it has no regional agreements on visa-free 

regimes. Despite their membership in ECOWAS, Ghana, Guinea, Niger, and Sierra Leone are also countries 

of destination for irregular migrants, though to a lesser extent. Between 2000 and 2006, a significant 

number of irregular migrants were thought to live and work in Côte d'Ivoire, as only 4,833 stay permits 

were issued during that time, yet there were more than 2 million immigrants (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; UN 

DESA, 2015a). Based on Ordinance No. 2007-604 on the Suppression of the Stay Permit, however, citizens 

of ECOWAS states have been able to reside regularly in /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ without a residence permit since 2007 

(ICMPD & IOM, 2015).  Most emigration from Côte d'Ivoire is assumed to take place through regular 

channels due to the lack of well-established smuggling networks in the country and to the accessibility of 

regular, cheap, and safe migration channels granted by ECOWAS agreements (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

Mauritania is another key destination country for irregular migrants in the West and Central Africa region.  

Border management in the country is an ongoing issue as there are only 47 border posts along the 5,000km 

of land borders and 800km of coastline (IOM, 2016a).  

2.2.2  Human Smuggling and Irregular Cross - Border Movements  

As previously highlighted in Section 2.2.1, irregular migration is prominent in many countries in West and 

Central Africa despite the free movement protocol of ECOWAS. To better understand these movements, it 

is important to analyse the initial movements out of the country of origin. As such, this section describes 

initial movements out of the origin countries into and through other countries in the region. Section 3 

elaborates on the routes used for movements beyond the country of origin and the region of West and 

Central Africa. While these migratory movements are largely irregular in nature, they are difficult to 

measure. Consequently, there are likely many other border crossings and smuggling operations for which 

evidence is not available, and knowledge of the characteristics of smugglers in West and Central Africa is 

scattered and still limited. 

It is important to distinguish between human trafficking and smuggling (see the definition text box on this 

page), but it is worth noting that trafficking and smuggling operations are often linked since they involve 

similar steps such as recruiting migrants, obtaining (fake) documents, organising vehicles and drivers, 

ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛōƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΦ {ƘŜƭƭŜȅ όнлмпύ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳǳƎƎƭŜǊǎ άƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎ 

specialists who can move individuals across vast dƛǎǘŀƴŎŜǎέ όǇΦтύΣ ȅŜǘ ŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

essential differences between the two phenomena. These differences are not always easy to discern, 

however. Smuggling can become trafficking during the journey (Lukowiak, 2016), for example. Once en 

route, migrants may lose their contacts, suffer from heat, experience famine or water scarcity, and may 
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face violence and abuse by security forces, terrorist groups and/or border patrols. This increased 

vulnerability en route may exacerbate the risk of being trafficked. 

Smuggling differs from human trafficking in three 

principle ways: consent, exploitation, and 

transnationality. Migrants engage with their 

smugglers in a consensual manner; smuggling also 

occurs transnationally and ends upon arrival at the 

destination. Victims of trafficking, however, are 

typically moved against their will or have been 

coerced into giving consent, and many must endure 

ongoing exploitation. Moreover, trafficking can occur 

both internally and internationally (UNODC, 2017c). 

By definition, trafficking never ends upon destination 

and continues with the exploitation of the migrant 

upon destination. 

Even without the help of smugglers, borders in West 

and Central Africa are porous and are irregularly 

crossed in a variety of ways. While most irregular 

migration in the region does not happen with the 

help of smugglers and criminal networks, these 

actors may nevertheless play an important role in 

facilitating irregular movements. For instance, non-

ECOWAS citizens can obtain forged passports by 

smugglers to enter the visa-free ECOWAS area. Short-

term visas are also often obtained from smugglers, 

even if direct snuggling services are not used. 

Unauthorized crossings to Algeria and Niger are also 

often facilitated by these networks (e.g., via trucks 

crossing the Sahara desert); such networks often 

ease movement between Libya and Europe through 

bribery and unauthorized boat crossings.  

The approximate costs of smuggling from West and 

Central Africa to the North African coast can vary 

enormously, with some journeys costing several 

hundred dollars and other costing thousands. 

Throughout these journeys, migrants may be 

extremely vulnerable, they face high risks of 

robberies, injuries, fatalities, lack of adequate 

nutrition, and water (Carling, 2016b). Smuggling 

services are rarely needed within ECOWAS, with most smuggling activities taking place in key hubs close to 

northern Africa. These hubs include Agadez, Madama, Arlit, and Seguedine in Niger and Bamako, Gao, and 

Timbuktu in Mali. From these hubs, migrants often embark on dangerous journeys toward Algeria and 

Libya, with some seeking to eventually reach Europe. 

Definitions 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ άǇǊŜǾŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

smuggling of migrants and concepts such as 

ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎέ 

(UNODC, 2011, p. 5). Human smuggling is 

defined in the Smuggling of Migrants Protocol 

(2000), a supplement to the United Nations 

Convention on Transitional Organized Crime, as 

άǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƻǊ 

indirectly, a financial or other material benefit, of 

the illegal entry of a person into a State of which 

the person is not a national or a permanent 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέΦ Lƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘΣ trafficking in persons is 

defined in the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 

Punish Trafficking in Persons (2000) ŀǎ άǘƘŜ 

recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring 

or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or 

use of force or other forms of coercion, of 

abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of 

power or of a position of vulnerability or of the 

giving or receiving of payments or benefits to 

achieve the consent of a person having control 

over another person, for the purpose of 

exploitationέ ό¦bh5/Σ 2017a).  

Child trafficking is slightly different from 

ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ 

recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring 

or receipt of children for the purpose of 

exploiǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ό¦bh5/Σ нлмтŀύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ 

absent of consent of the transportation is totally 

ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦bL/9C όнллтύΣ ά! ŎƘƛƭŘ 

has been trafficked if he or she has been moved 

within a country, or across borders, whether by 

force or not, with the purpose of exploiting the 

ŎƘƛƭŘΦέ 
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Human smuggling is rampant in Mali (RMMS, 2017; Urso, 2017; Carling, 2016a; Frontex, 2016; IOM, 2013a). 

The capital Bamako is probably the most important centre for human smuggling of the country (Carling, 

2016a). Gao has also become an important centre for irregular migration and a prominent hub for 

smuggling and trafficking activities (Merkle, Reinold, & Siegel, 2017; RMMS, 2017; IOM, 2013a). It is 

estimated that around 900 irregular migrants pass through the city each month on their way north (Merkle, 

Reinold, & Siegel, 2017). The actors involved in the Malian smuggling business include individual 

entrepreneurs, ethnic clans, extremist and terrorist groups, and members of political parties (Molenaar & El 

Kamouni-Janssen, 2017; Frontex, 2016a). Furthermore, Malian networks are highly transnational and 

ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ aŀƭƛΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ. Most of the individuals involved in the Malian smuggling network are 

of Tuareg ethnicity. Given its geography and porous borders, Mauritania has been a long-standing transit 

point for migrants, especially those who were smuggled, who are trying to reach Europe. According to a 

recent report from UNODC (2013), Nouakchott was, at least until 2006, an important city along the 

migration route to northern destinations in Western Sahara, Morocco, and the Spanish-African enclaves 

(UNODC, 2013). Nouakchott is also connected to Gao in Mali along a major connecting land route for 

irregular and mixed migration flows.   

Ghana is a source, transit, and destination country for migrant smuggling (SIHMA, 2014). Between 2010 

and 2012, 124 cases of migrant smuggling were handled by immigration officers, many of which were 

identified following entry via Kotoka airport. In 2012 Ghana officially made migrant smuggling an illegal 

practice (SIHMA, 2014). Guinea acts as a country of origin and transit for both the Western and Central 

route to Europe, and these migrants often engage with smugglers on the routes to Europe (ICMPD & IOM, 

2015). The map of migratory routes by Frontex (2017e) indicates that Guineans having primarily taken the 

Central Mediterranean route (8,833), with smaller numbers taking the Western Mediterranean (1,590) or 

Western African (37) routes to Europe between January and August 2017.  

Human smuggling in and from Sierra Leone is strongly connected to the the high costs of regular means of 

travel. By 2007, the main smuggling routes were through land routes around the Sahara Desert and by sea. 

The lack of regulated maritime routes in Sierra Leone and neighbouring Guinea facilities the existence and 

use of ghost vessels (European Commission, 2007). Most smuggled migrants from Senegal have Italy as a 

preferred non-African final destination. Between January and March of 2015, an estimated 1,200 

Senegalese made the Mediterranean crossing into Italy, many of whom were in search of economic 

opportunities beyond what was available Senegal (Köpp & Diallo, 2015). Fraudulent documents are often 

identified in Dakar among migrants trying to reach the EU; as such, Frontex identified Senegal as a key 

country of origin for irregular migration to Europe in the region (Frontex, 2016b, p. 24, 36). 

Human smuggling is also rampant in Niger, especially in the Sahara and Sahel regions, with the northern 

cities of Agadez, Madama, Arlit, and Seguedine being the most important centres for human smuggling in 

the country and wider region. Given the magnitude of smuggling in these cities, smuggling has become vital 

to the political economy of the country (Diallo, 2017; Tinti & Westcott, 2016). Smuggling networks are 

affiliated on ethnic lines, with the groups Tebou and Tuareg managing most human smuggling in Niger 

(Frontex, 2016a). These transnational ethnic groups can encompass Nigerien borders and create networks 

across countries; in fact, the Tuareg and Tebou can be found both in Libya and Algeria (Frontex, 2016a; 

Micallef, 2017; Tinti & Westcott, 2016). Specifically, the Tebou mainly control the route going into Libya, 

while the Tuareg control the route into Algeria. In this context, displacing the routes through border 

ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǇǳǎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ŎƭŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ 

violent conflicts. Moreover, it must be acknowledged that facilitating the movement of people across the 

Sahara has been part of their traditional livelihoods for centuries (Tinti & Westcott, 2016; Frontex, 2016a). 
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These Saharan tribal smugglers, who are also active in the northern part of the Chad (particularly, the 

Tebou), are considered to orchestrate the smuggling activities between Chad, Niger, and Libya (RHIPTO, 

2015; Micallef, 2017). Most Tebou smugglers argue that they are freelance and not part of any broader 

organisation (Micallef, 2017; Frontex, 2016a). Plausibly, the most prominent hubs for human smuggling 

activities in Chad are Abéché, Zouar, and Faya Largeau (RHIPTO, 2015; UNHCR, 2017r). 

Despite this available information for some of the focus countries, data on Burkina Faso's human smuggling 

is consistently lacking. However, Burkinabe, specifically the Bissa ethnic group who live in Centre-Est region, 

migrate irregularly to Europe, often with the use of a smuggler. While the majority of the Burkinabe people 

returns to Burkina Faso with nothing after having paid between $6,000 to $10,000 to a smuggler, migration 

facilitated by smuggling continues to be attractive; this is largely because between 5 and 10 percent of 

ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ΨǿŜŀƭǘƘȅΩ ŀŎŎƻǊding to the average standards. It should be noted that travel 

documents, air tickets, and support with job hunting are often included in the total sum paid to the 

smuggler (Reitano, Adal & Sha, 2014).  Data on human smuggling in Gambia also remains very scarce. 

Moreover, there is little to no information on smuggling practices and networks in Nigeria, although it is 

expected that it plays a role in trafficking operations.  

Human smuggling does not seem to be prominent in the /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ, and there seems to be a lack of 

well-established smuggling networks in the country (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Similarly, human smuggling does 

not appear a common instance in the CAR. Indeed, no article about or reference to human smuggling 

within the CAR was retrieved in the literature review for this analysis. This is not surprising because, by 

looking at the nationalities of sea arrivals to Europe, it stands out that only a minority of people comes 

from countries that are located more south than the CAR (UNHCR, 2016f). Additionally, the small numbers 

of migrants from southern African countries that try to reach North Africa, or to a lesser extent Europe, do 

not pass through the CAR on their journeys (Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime, 2017; 

Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime, 2014). 

2.2.3  Trafficking in Human Beings  

When trying to distinguish between human trafficking and human smuggling, it is relevant to keep in mind 

the definitions of trafficking and smuggling given in the previous section. Moreover, it should also be 

noticed that trafficking has three main components: the act, the means, and the purpose. The act is the 

recruitment, transport, and transfer of the trafficked person. The means refer to the methods used to 

conduct the act; these means include use of coercion, threat, force, abduction, deception, fraud, and abuse 

of power. The purposes include various kinds of exploitation upon arrival such as prostitution, forced 

labour, and slavery (UNODC, 2017d). 

In addition to human smuggling, trafficking in persons is a major concern in the West and Central Africa 

region. Irregular migrants, especially those using smugglers, are particularly vulnerable to becoming 

victims of trafficking (VoTs). This is mainly due to the harsh conditions of the journey and the increased 

vulnerability of migrants en route. While the true scope of the issue is not known due to the difficulties of 

measuring this illegal phenomenon, estimates indicate that the criminal activity is prominent in West and 

Central Africa. Moreover, human trafficking is considered to be happening both within, across, and outside 

of the borders of states in the region. Despite the common perception that trafficking instances happen 

within the realm of irregular migration, this is very often not the case. For instance, intra-state trafficking in 

some states is even bigger than international trafficking, even if the victims have legal documents. 

Additionally, it is key to notice that, because of ECOWAS, international human trafficking also largely 
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happens in the realm of regular migration. Future VoTs often migrate regularly to other ECOWAS countries, 

either through coercion or with the deception of a job opportunity. However, upon arrival they often do 

not find the promised job and are instead exploited for different purposes (US Department of State, 

2017a).  

The Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report, published annually by the US Department of State, provides a 

comprehensive overview of governmental anti-human trafficking efforts by presenting main trends 

regarding the nature and scope of trafficking in persons and the broad range of government actions to 

confront and eliminate it. The report is a valuable tool for understanding trafficking in a specific country 

context as well as for examining where resources to address the challenges associated with trafficking are 

most needed. In the TIP Report, each country is placed onto one of three tiers based on the extent of their 

governmenǘǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking. These 

standards are based on the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000 (US Department of State, 

2000), which provides the tools to combat trafficking in persons (US Department of State, 2017a). 

As shown in Table 2, none of the focus countries of this report are classified as a Tier 112 country. Instead, in 

2017, two of the countries were categorized as Tier 2, seven as Tier 2 Watch List, and four as Tier 3. Given 

this situation, it can be inferred that the countries of this analysis are amongst the least performing globally 

(US Department of State, 2017). The CAR, Guinea, Mali, and Mauritania are Tier 3 countries, which means 

that the governments of these countries do not meet the minimum standards to address trafficking nor are 

they making significant efforts to do so. In the last seven years, the CAR and Mauritania have almost always 

scored Tier 3, indicating that human trafficking is a chronic problem for these states. Instead, Burkina Faso, 

Chad, Gambia, Ghana, Niger, Nigeria, and Senegal are ranked Tier 2 Watch List. This implies that they do 

not fully meet the minimum standards for the elimination of human trafficking but are making significant 

efforts to do so. However, these countries are also the first candidates for becoming future Tier 3 countries. 

The focus countries ranked at Tier 2 are Sierra Leone and Cote d'Ivoire. This implies that the governments 

of these countries do not fully meŜǘ ǘƘŜ ¢±t!Ωǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ but are making significant efforts to do 

so (US Department of State, 2017a).  

According to the 2017 Trafficking in Persons Report, all the countries of this report can be considered 

countries of origin, transit and destination of VoTs. Moreover, it appears clear that much remains to be 

done in the Central and West African countries to address human trafficking and its impacts; actions must 

be taken on a policy level and also in terms of the prevention of trafficking and the protection of victims.  

 

                                                           
12 ¢ƘŜ ¢Lt Ǌŀƴƪǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ŎǘΩǎ ό¢±t!ύ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀǎ Tier 1 countries. 

Tier 2 cƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ¢±t!Ωǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŜŦŦorts in 

bringing themselves into compliance with those standards. The Tier 2 Watch List includes countries whose governments do not fully meet the 

¢±t!Ωǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ in bringing themselves into compliance with those standards AND: a) The absolute 

number of victims of severe forms of trafficking is very significant or is significantly increasing; b) There is a failure to provide evidence of increasing 

efforts to combat severe forms of trafficking in persons from the previous year; or c) The determination that a country is making significant efforts 

to bring itself into compliance with minimum standards was based on commitments by the country to take additional future steps over the next 

year.  Lastly, countries whose governments do not fully meet the minimum standards and are not making significant efforts to do so, are considered 

Tier 3. 
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Table 2: Tier Ranking in the TIP Report for Countries in West and Central Africa, 2009-2016 

Country  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017  

Burkina 
Faso  2 2 2 2 2 2WL 2 2WL 

Central 
African 

Republic  
2WL 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Chad  2WL 2WL 2WL 2WL 2 2 2 2WL 

Gambia  2 2WL 2WL 2WL 3 3 3 2WL 

Ghana  2 2 2 2 2 2WL 2WL 2WL 

Guinea  2WL 2WL 2 2WL 2WL 2WL 2WL 3 

Côte 
ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ 

2WL N/A  2 2 2 2 2WL 2 

Mali  2WL 2WL 2 2WL 2WL 2WL 2WL 3 

Mauritania  3 3 2WL 3 3 3 3 3 

Niger  2WL 2WL 2WL 2 2 2 2WL 2WL 

Nigeria  1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2WL 

Senegal  2WL 2 2WL 2 2 2 2WL 2WL 

Sierra 
Leone  2 2 2WL 2 2 2 2 2 

Source: US Department of State, 2017a 

 Without doubt, gender plays a significant role in the context of human trafficking (UNODC, 2014; Ghosh, 

2009). According to UNODC (2014) and the European Parliament (2016), an estimated 70% of the victims of 

trafficking are women (49%) and girls (21%), and human trafficking mostly occurs for the purposes of 

forced labour and sexual exploitation. In specific terms, "child trafficking is defined as the recruitment, 

transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of children for the purpose of exploitation"; it does not 

matter if the transportation is voluntary or not, and this phenomenon should not be confused with 

trafficking of adults (UNODC, 2017a). An estimated 65% of the people trafficked for forced labour are men 

and boys, while 97% of the individuals trafficked for sexual exploitation are women and girls (European 

Parliament, 2016). Feminist theorists argue that gender imbalance among trafficked victims has its roots in 

a cultural, political, and economic environment that privileges male power and pleasure (Barnett, 2011). 

These theories are in line with other findings, which illustrate that female migrants generally have lower 

education as well as fewer opportunities for regular migration than male migrants. This situation increases 

ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪŜŘ όhΩbŜƛƭΣ CƭŜǳǊȅΣ ϧ CƻǊŜǎǘƛΣ нлмсύΦ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ many VoTs 

are, at the beginning of their journey, willing to migrate and believe that they will work in legal 

occupations. However, they may find themselves trafficked and forced into a given kind of slavery and 

exploitation upon destination (European Parliament, 2016). This can happen for various reasons but often 

occurs because traffickers in the origin country trick victims with the deception of a better future and a 

legal occupation elsewhere. 
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In general, the purposes of trafficking are similar across all focus countries of this analysis. The evidence 

shows that children, women, and men are all vulnerable to be trafficked for purposes of forced labour as 

well as sexual exploitation in, to, or from the thirteen focus countries. As mentioned previously, girls and 

women are more vulnerable to becoming VoTs than ƳŜƴ ό9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΣ нлмсΤ hΩbŜƛƭΣ CƭŜǳǊȅΣ ϧ 

Foresti, 2016; UNODC, 2014; Ghosh, 2009). Children are particularly vulnerable to trafficking, and they are 

forced into a series of activities including begging, street vending, domestic servitude, agricultural work, 

fishing, herding, petty trading, street crimes, and mining, especially in the diamond and artisanal sector. 

Sometimes, as in the case of Chad and Niger, recruitment happens through family lines, meaning that 

parents entrust children to other relatives in exchange for promises related to apprenticeships, education, 

or money. More often, however, children in West and Central Africa are recruited from their families by 

non-family members with the fake promises of receiving a job or education (US Department of State, 

2017a). Specifically, poor parents often entrust their children to local imams or marabouts (Muslim 

religious teachers) in the hope that they will receive a Quranic education and be cared for by the religious 

leaders. However, in this traditional practice of caregiving and education, children have become subject to 

abuse at the hands of their guardians, as they are often forced to beg and serve as income generators for 

the marabouts (Manby, 2015, p. 78). Ivorian boys, in addition to boys from Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, 

Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Nigeria, for example, are often forced into begging by corrupt marabouts (US 

Department of State, 2017a). Similarly, Nigerien women and children are often trafficked into Algeria and 

forced into begging, forced labour, and prostitution (US Department of State, 2017a). 

Given the thin line between human smuggling and human trafficking, smuggled migrants are considered at 

great risk of trafficking. For instance, in the context of human trafficking in Niger, smuggled women and 

children from Nigeria, Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, and Mali are considered the most in danger (US 

Department of State, 2017a). Indeed, the link between smuggling and trafficking in Niger is clear and, for 

many smuggled migrants, smuggling in Niger becomes trafficking. This is a rather common instance as 

trafficking patterns commonly follow ones of smuggling (UNICEF, 2017a). Among the different migrants 

transiting in Niger, women and children from Nigeria are considered the most in danger (US Department of 

State, 2017; IOM, 2017n). According to IOM (2017n), around 80 per cent of Nigerian women that arrive in 

Italy by sea are victims of human trafficking, and most of them transit in Niger.  

Refugees and IDPs also seem particularly vulnerable to trafficking. For instance, a refugee camp in 

Mauritania was found to be the site of forced prostitution and sexual slavery in 2016. In 2016, NGOs 

reported 7,100 cases of child domestic workers in forced labour conditions, and police found 649 child 

victims in slavery and forced begging. However, the Mauritanian government neither investigated these 

cases nor removed the victims from their exploited state. Moreover, in the CAR, IDPs have been trafficked 

for purposes of sexual exploitation by criminal groups and even peacekeeping troops (UN General 

Assembly Security Council, 2016; UN Security Council, 2016b). In Nigeria, there have also been reports of 

forcing IDPs into sexual exploitation in exchange for food. Being in a condition of displacement either inside 

or outside the border of the state of origin, increases the vulnerability of individuals toward trafficking 

crimes (US Department of State, 2017a). 

Another major problem relating to human trafficking in the West and Central Africa region (specifically in 

the CAR, Mali, Mauritania, Nigeria) is the issue of child soldiers. In these countries, the presence of 

terrorists, militias, and armed group increases the scope of trafficking activities beyond any prediction. 

Particularly concerning is the situation in the CAR, where militias and armed groups continue to adopt 

practices of compulsory recruitment of child soldiers (UN General Assembly Security Council, 2016; UN 

Security Council, 2016b). In the CAR, it is estimated that between 6,000 and 10,000 children are used by 
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these non-state armed groups to serve as combatants, cooks, and concubines (US Department of State, 

2017a). Similarly, in Mali, terrorists and armed groups systematically recruited Malian children to serve as 

combatants, to carry weapons, or to engage in related activities (US Department of Labour, 2017). There is 

also evidence of militias recruiting Mauritanian children to serve as child soldiers in Mali. These terrorist 

groups used girls for sexual exploitation, forced marriages, and sex slavery. Additionally, of increasing 

concern in Nigeria is the continued forceful recruitment of children as young as twelve years of age for 

purposes of being children soldiers by Boko Haram, civilian vigilante groups (like the Civilian Joint 

Taskforce), and the Nigerian Security forces (US Department of State, 2017a).   

Importantly, migrants, and especially migrant women, are not only trafficked within West and Central 

Africa but also to Europe, particularly along the smuggling routes that will be analysed in Section 3. For this 

reason, efforts to combat human trafficking should be made also inside the European Union, as trafficking, 

by definition, continues with the exploitation of the victim upon destination. Moreover, the European 

Union should try to discourage sex tourism in the countries of analysis, which is a major issue in some 

cases. For instance, child sex tourism is predominant in Gambia, where children from poor families are 

often sexually exploited. Notably, many of these children are exploited by child sex tourists from the UK, 

Germany, Scandinavia, the Netherlands, and Canada. These sex tourism activities mostly take place outside 

of urban centres, so they are more difficult for authorities to detect (US Department of State, 2017a).  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢Lt wŜǇƻǊǘΣ άƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǎŜȄ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ǳǎŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ 

Gambian travel agencies to promote child seȄ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳέ ό¦{ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΣ нлмтΣ ǇǇΦ мттύΦ 

2.3  Forced Migration/ Displacement 13  

The West and Central Africa region has long been characterized by forced displacement caused by multiple, 

often overlapping, factors (Fresia, 2014). These include poverty, chronic instability, poor governance, and 

complex and numerous inter-religious and inter-ethnic conflicts, which are aggravated by increasing 

environmental disasters such as floods, droughts, and soil erosion.  

Significant numbers of people are displaced both within the borders of their own country but also across 

borders to other countries in the region and beyond (UNAI, 2016; Fresia, 2014). New refugees continue to 

                                                           
13 The report distinguishes between disaster-induced displacement and conflict-induced displacement as far as possible, since the form of 

ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻƴ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻntext of development 

cooperation. 

Definition 

Forced migration ƛǎ άŀ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƻǊȅ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻŜǊŎƛƻƴ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

threats to life and livelihood, whether arising from natural or man-ƳŀŘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜǎέ όLhaΣ нлммύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

includes environment-, development- and forced or conflict-induced displacement. Forced or 

conflict-ƛƴŘǳŎŜŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ άƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ 

from their country or community, notably for reasons of armed conflict [or] civil unrest" (IOM, 

2011). The form of displacement has consequences ŦƻǊ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

obligations, which are important to consider in the context of development cooperation. Key legal 

documents in the context of forced displacement are the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1969 

Convention Governing Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa. 
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arrive at camps across the region as direct consequence of Boko Haram attacks in northern Nigeria and 

Lake Chad area and as a result of ongoing violence in northern Mali and in the CAR. Hence, forced 

displacement is a serious concern to be addressed in the region and presents a significant challenge for 

achieving peace and security, reducing poverty, and supporting sustainable development in the West and 

Central Africa Region. 

2.3.1  Refugees from and in West and Central Africa  

Looking at forced displacement across borders within the region, Table 3 shows that, despite some 

exceptions, the countries in West and Central Africa are both origin and host countries for refugees from 

other countries in the region. These 2016 data also show that some countries are more affected by forced 

displacement than others (UNHCR, 2017b). Particularly, the top source countries for refugees in West and 

Central Africa were the CAR (416,400); Nigeria (229,255); and Mali (156,390). Côte d'Ivoire (46,741) and 

Mauritania (36,288) are also sources for a considerable number of refugees in the region (UNHCR, 2017a; 

UNHCR, 2017b). 

Table 3: Refugees in West and Central Africa, 2016 

  Country of Asylum  
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Burkina Faso  
 

-  -  -  *  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Central African 
Republic  

228  

 

70 ,223  -  109  34  266  986  528  67  166  -  -  

Chad  116  163  

 

-  14  *  *  7 *  165  77  17  -  

Gambia  -  -  -  

 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  96  -  

Ghana  -  -  -  -  

 

-  -  -  -  -  -  *  -  

Guinea  -  7 -  -  -  

 

-  *  8 -  17  14  -  

C¹te dôIvoire *  9 *  192  6,453  4,504  

 

923  261  55  118  45  21  

Mali  32 ,017  -  *  -  -  *  5 

 

46,644  60,154  137  -  -  

Mauritania  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  15 ,298  

 

-  -  13,683  -  

Niger  -  -  447  -  *  *  -  -  -  

 

-  -  -  

Nigeria  -  -  7,777  -  11  7 *  -  16  105,501  

 

7 0 

Senegal  -  -  -  7,470  -  -  -  -  53  -  -  

 

-  

Sierra Leone  -  *  -  120  77  169  *  -  *  -  21  -  

 

Source: UNHCR, 2017b // Note:  * indicates between 1 and 4 refugees. 
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Figure 2: Refugees and Asylum Seekers Hosted in West and Central Africa, 
December 2016 

Figure 2 shows the numbers of refugees and asylum seekers hosted in West and Central Africa and is based 

on December 2016 figures from UNHCR (UNHCR, 2017a; UNHCR, 2017b). Particularly, Chad, Niger, and 

Mauritania are the main host countries, followed by Senegal and Burkina Faso. When looking at refugees 

and asylum seekers, it is important to consider that /ƘŀŘΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ пллΣллл ƛƴ нлмтΦ 

This has been due to the numerous attacks of Boko Haram in northern Nigeria, in southern CAR, and in the 

Diffa region in south-eastern Niger (UNHCR, 2017d). 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Sources: Data for Gambia and Sierra Leone were retrieved from UNHCR, 2017b, while the data for the other countries were 

retrieved from UNHCR, 2017a. // *This figure includes 26,000 people in refugee-like status. 

Table 4 shows the total stock of and top five host countries for refugees from each of the thirteen focus 

countries for the end of 2016 (UNHCR, 2017b). At this point, it is relevant to mention that not all 

displacement from the thirteen focus countries of this report is directed toward other countries in West 

and Central Africa. These trends reinforce the fact that some of the countries are more affected by 

international forced migration than others. Burkina Faso, Chad, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Niger, and Sierra 

Leone are all relatively stable, at least compared to the other countries of this report. As such, these 

countries do not have factors driving large numbers of displacement. As a consequence, refugee numbers 

are low and host countries are much more likely to be outside Africa, specifically the United States and 

European countries. In addition, Chad, Mauritania, and Senegal are also the source of relatively low 

numbers of refugees. However, refugees from these three countries mostly reside in countries within the 

African continent. While the top source countries for refugees in West and Central Africa were the CAR, 

Nigeria, Mali, /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ, and Mauritania in 2016, the top destination countries for refugee movements 

were Chad (393,160); Niger (166,158); Mauritania (74,735); Burkina Faso (32,676); and Mali (17,813) 

(UNHCR, 2017a; UNHCR, 2017b). 
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Table 4: Top Host Countries of Refugees from West and Central Africa, 2016 

 

Total  
Stock  

Top 1 Host  
Top 2 
Host  

Top 3 Host  
Top 4 
Host  

Top 5 
Host  

Other 
Countries  

Burkina 
Faso  

2,357  
USA 

(43.3%)  
Italy 

(39.3%)  
France 
(5.9%)  

Canada 
(3.9%)  

Belgium  
(3.3%)  

4.3%  

Central 
African 

Republic  

416,400  
Cameroon 
(68.1%)  

DRC 
(24.6%)  

Congo 
(5.9%)  

France 
(0.6%)  

Mali  
(0.2%)  

0.6%  

Chad  14,146  
Sudan  
(60%)  

Cameroon 
(10.4%)  

France 
(9.3%)  

Gabon 
(4.6%)  

Italy  
(3%)  

12.7%  

Gambia  11,641  
Italy  

(66.3%)  
USA 

(12.2%)  
UK (11.9%)  

Germany 
(2%)  

France  
(1.8%)  

5.8%  

Ghana  15,507  
Togo  

(62.2%)  

Italy 

(24.3%)  

France 

(3.3%)  

USA 

(2.3%)  

Germany  

(1.8%)  
6.0%  

Guinea  17,526  
France 

(38.9%)  
Belgium 
(15.3%)  

USA 
(14.1%)  

Italy 
(13.3%)  

Germany  
(4.3%)  

14.0%  

Côte 
dôIvoire 

46,741  
Liberia 

(39.7%)  
Ghana 

(13.8%)  
Italy 

(12.4%)  
Guinea 
(9.6%)  

France  
(6.2%)  

18.3%  

Mali  156,390  
Niger  

(38.5%)  

Mauritania 

(29.8%)  

Burkina 
Faso 

(20.5%)  

Italy 

(7.2%)  

France  

(2.7%)  
1.3%  

Mauritania  36,228  
Mali  

(42.2% ) 
Senegal 
(37.8%)  

France 
(14.3%)  

USA 
(2.7%)  

Italy  
(0.9%)  

2.0%  

Niger  1,210  
Chad  

(36.9% ) 
Italy 

(29.6% ) 
USA 

(11.1%)  
Belgium 
(7.5%)  

Canada  
(4.5%)  

10.4%  

Nigeria  229,255  
Niger  

(46.0% ) 
Cameroon 
(38.7% ) 

Italy  
(6.2%)  

Chad 
(3.4%)  

Canada  
(1.8%)  

3.9%  

Senegal  23,019  
Guinea -
Bissau 

(36.4% ) 

Gambia 
(32.5% ) 

Italy  
(20.7%)  

France 
(4.1%)  

Belgium 
(1.9%)  

4.5%  

Sierra 
Leone  

4,628  
Netherlands 

(13,0% ) 
USA 

(11.9% ) 
France 

(11.0%)  
Italy 

(9.9%)  
Liberia 
(8.1%)  

46.1%  

Source: UNHCR, 2017b 
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Burkina Faso has hosted a relatively small group of refugees coming from neighbouring countries in the 

past, but the country currently hosts a large group of refugees from Mali. As of May 2017, Burkina Faso is 

hosted approximately 33,000 people of concern (see Tables 2 & 3). The majority of these refugees came 

from Mali (98%), but they also originated from the Central African Republic (CAR) (1%) and Chad (1%) 

(UNCHR, 2017). The main cause of their displacement is the ongoing conflict in the Sahel region, which is 

also faces other challenges such as poverty, climate change, and a demographic explosion (Lanzer, 2016; 

UNOCHA, 2017). Burkina Faso, however, is not a major source country for refugees, as its stock is just 

around 2,300 (see Table 4). 

Considering its geographical position in the midst of surrounding countries with prolonged instances of 

violence, civil war, and persecution, the CAR has hosted refugees from these countries for many years (US 

Committee for Refugees and Immigrants, 2008). However, the CAR should be considered a source of 

refugees rather than a destination for refugees, since the figures of refugees from the CAR are much higher 

than of those hosted in the CAR. The CAR has a long history of forced migration caused by violent conflicts 

and coup d'états. According to Vinck & Pham (2010), four out of five people in the CAR were forced to leave 

their place of usual residence at some point between 2002 and 2010. Moreover, the stock ƻŦ /!wΩǎ 

refugees has increased remarkably over the last four years. In 2013, there were around 9,000 refugees 

from the CAR, but this number rose exceptionally to 140,000 in January 2014. Following this, the number of 

refugees reached 308,000 in 2015 and more than 400,000 in 2016 (Global Conflict Tracker, 2017; Invisible 

Children, 2017; UNHCR, 2017e). These steep increases among the refugee population are considered direct 

consequences of the нлмо ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŞǘŀǘ and of the ensuing civil war. Indeed, since 2013, systemic violations 

of human rights, SGBV, and the destruction of markets and economic activities by armed groups have led to 

major population displacement (IOM, 2017g). Figures of refugees are still growing because the situation of 

violence in the CAR continues to rapidly escalate (Global Conflict Tracker, 2017; Invisible Children, 2017). As 

of July 2017, estimates from UNHCR (2017e) indicate that the number of the CAR refugees is around 

480,000. Currently, these refugees are mainly hosted in Cameroon (57%), the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo (21%), Chad (15%), and the Republic of Congo (6%). Women and girls represent the majority of them 

(52.4%), while men and boys represent the minority (47.6%). An estimated 60 per cent of the total are 

minors (UNHCR, 2017e). 

During the last thirteen years, Chad has become an important destination country for refugees from 

bordering nations (UNHCR, 2017d). Indeed, geographical proximity and displaced conflict are the main 

reasons behind the decision of these refugees to flee into Chad. In 2016, the refugee stock in Chad was 

predominantly composed by refugees from Sudan (312,468), the CAR (70,223), and Nigeria (7,777), that 

made up more than 99.5 per cent of the total refugee population (UNHCR, 2017b). In the same year, 99 per 

cent of refugees in Chad were hosted in refugee camps, while only 1 per cent lived in urban areas (UNHCR, 

2017d). The Sudanese refugee population lives in a protracted situation in Chad, since they arrived in 2002 

as direct consequence of the conflicts that took place in the Darfur region of Sudan (UN News Centre, 

2016). In addition to the vulnerabilities faced by the rest of the refugee population, they are at risk of 

statelessness. The overall refugee population in Chad is vulnerable toward many abuses (including rape and 

SGBV) and has limited access to basic services. Moreover, 43 per cent of the refugees continue to face high 

levels of food insecurity (UN News Centre, 2016). In 2015, in three camps, acute levels of malnutrition 

reached critical levels, while around 40 per cent of the refugee population was food insecure (Boyce & 

Hollingsworth, 2015). At present, chronic malnutrition is above the emergency threshold in 14 camps out of 

19 and above the normal threshold in all camps (UNHCR, 2017d). 

As of mid-2017, in Niger, the refugee population stock was 162,473, while there were only 98 asylum 

seekers hosted in the country. The main countries of origin of the refugee population in Niger are Nigeria 
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(106,146) and Mali (55,892). Together, refugees from Mali and Nigeria represent 99.7 per cent of the total 

refugee population in Niger (UNHCR, 2017f). Both Nigerians and Malians migrated to Niger in search of 

peace and security after the outbreak of violent conflicts in their home countries (ACAPS, 2016; Dobbs, & 

Gaynor, 2015). Niger has also a consistent at-risk population of returnees that often lives in the same sites 

and conditions of refugees. Due to the situation of civil war in Libya since 2011, a high number of Nigeriens 

returnees, as well as returnees from other ECOWAS countries, arrived in Niger from Libya (IOM, 2013c). 

Similarly, due to the violence of Boko Haram in northern Nigeria, there has been an increase in the number 

of returnees that now are mostly dispersed in the Diffa region, stressing the capabilities of Nigerien 

reception centres even further (UNHCR, 2017f). The majority of refugees (65%) live in spontaneous sites 

along the main road of the Diffa region close to the border with Nigeria. This area is characterized by a 

semi-desert environment, where shelters are made of straw, sanitation is lacking, and children do not have 

access to education (UNHCR, 2016a). Moreover, food scarcity, insecurity, and increasing violence by Boko 

Haram challenge refugees living in these sites (UNHCR, 2016a). 

Outbreaks of intrastate violence have been the main push factor for migration from Nigeria. Boko Haram 

activities since 2009 have caused massive displacement and humanitarian crises in the Lake Chad Basin 

region, which is located between (northern) Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon. Estimates show that, 

throughout the region, over 2.5 million people have been forcibly displaced. This trend is expected to 

continue as Boko Haram continues engaging in terror, forced recruitment, suicide bombings, and SGBV in 

the region. The situation is further complicated by the region's fragile socio-economic context, chronic 

poverty, harsh climate conditions, health epidemics, and limited access to basic services (UNHCR, 2017k). 

The majority of refugees in the region come from Nigeria, escaping Boko Haram captivity and others fleeing 

deplorable conditions (UNHCR, 2017m). UNHCR data of June 2017 showed 207,227 Nigerian refugees 

abroad, spread through Niger (51%), Cameroon (45%), and Chad (4%) (UNHCR, 2017l). The effect of the 

crisis has devastated north-eastern Nigeria, continuously aggravating food security and malnutrition levels 

(UNHCR, 2017o). Furthermore, funding for humanitarian assistance is far from required levels.  

Similarly, the history of Mali Ƙŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǇǎ ŘΩŞǘŀǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 

these circumstances only recently became a major push factor for Malian migration. Specifically, the armed 

ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ aŀƭƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŞǘŀǘ ƻŦ нлмн ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ 

and outside Mali (IOM, 2013a). As a result, the stock of Malian refugees skyrocketed from 11,000 to 

150,000 in 2013 as direct result of ongoing violence. In total, the conflict displaced more than 450,000 

people, mainly from the northern cities of Timbuktu and Gao (UNHCR, 2017n; UNHCR, 2016c; IOM, 2013a). 

By the end of 2016, due to a 2015 peace deal and consequent increases in personal security, a large 

population of refugees (56,729) was able to return to live in their place of usual residence (UNHCR, 2016c). 

However, as of July 2017, the stock of Malian refugees is still high and has increased in comparison with 

2016 (UNHCR, 2017n). However, the 2015 peace deal between the Malian government and the rebel 

groups is very fragile; the two coalitions have clashed numerous times since then, and a re-escalation of the 

conflict is very possible. Moreover, the number of attacks conducted by Islamist armed groups are 

increasing in the northern and central regions of Mali; in fact, they more than doubled from 2015 to 2016. 

Consequently, Mali is expected to experience high food and personal insecurity, and the displaced 

population both internally and externally is extremely likely to increase (ACAPS, 2016). 

In 2016, Mauritania hosted over 70,000 refugees (see Figure 2), with the majority being Malian. Ongoing 

instability, caused by armed rebellion in northern Mali and a military coup there in 2012, is the primary 

driver of Malian refugees into the country (IOM, 2013a). As of July 2017, the Mbera refugee camp hosted 

upwards of 51,000 Malian refugees, with 365 new arrivals registered in June of the same year (UNHCR, 
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2017i). These figures fluctuate: there were 69,221 Malian refugees present in Mauritania in early 2013 

(IOM, 2013a), 77,380 at the start of 2016, and 68,574 mid-2016 (UNHCR, 2017g). As of September 2017, 

UNHCR (2017j) indicates that the priority in the Mbera camp is the construction of latrines and the 

implementation of plans to reduce the dependence of refugees on food assistance. The largest city in 

southeastern Mauritania, Bassikounou, which neighbours the Mbera refugee camp, has almost doubled in 

population with the inflow of Malian refugees (IOM, 2016a). Resources were already in short supply and 

are further strained by these inflows; this has caused ecological and humanitarian issues to threaten 

stability in the area (UNHCR, 2017h).  

After this analysis we may conclude that risks and vulnerabilities of refugees are context-specific and differ 

between and within countries. However, famine, lack of sanitation, SGBV, and personal insecurity are 

recurrent features in refugee camps in West and Central Africa. Additionally, to better protect the refugee 

population in this region, the international community should focus its efforts in the Lake Chad Basin. In 

fact, migration is a global phenomenon with local effects: in West and Central Africa, these are largely 

localized in the Lake Chad area (Oxfam, 2017; Skinner, & Begun, 2016). In this region, over 2.6 million 

people have been forcibly displaced by the high levels of human rights abuses, sexual violence, and 

recruitment of young children to serve as combatants by Boko Haram. Moreover, famine in the area has 

reached unprecedent levels and is predicted to cause the death of 187 children under the age of five each 

day in 2017. This situation is aggravated by the lack of resources (Skinner & Begun, 2016). By July 2017, 

only 23 per cent (USD 40.6 million) of all funds required to provide humanitarian assistance were received 

(UNHCR, 2017p). The main aim of the international community should, therefore, be to increase the 

financial support delivered to the Lake Chad Basin crisis. Following, a series of policies should be 

implemented to provide for food assistance and livelihood support; access to basic services such as water, 

healthcare and education; and the protection of women and girls against rape, sexual abuse, and sexual 

exploitation (Skinner & Begun, 2016). 

This last point about the situation of women deserves particular attention. There is important evidence 

indicating that female refugees are significantly subject to gender inequalities, discrimination, SGBV, and 

abuses when compared to the rest of the population (UNHCR, 2015b). Women and girls in refugee camps 

face serious risks of SGBV from both other refugees and aid workers (Naik, 2002). Moreover, in refugee 

camps, domestic violence usually increases as a result of family psychosocial trauma and when male 

refugees struggle with the changing roles within refugee camps (UNHCR, 2015b). Early and forced 

marriages are commonly used as coping mechanism by families in refugee camps (Mixed Migration 

Platform, 2016). Furthermore, modern warfare uses sexual violence as war tactic and further aggravates 

these instances (UNHCR, 2015b). Other possible violence experienced by female refugees are sexual 

assault, rape, forced marriage, sterilization, forced prostitution, military sexual slavery, and human 

trafficking (Ghosh, 2009). As forced displacement increases the vulnerability of women on the move to 

various forms of SGBV, gender should always be taken into account when considering refugees (De Berry & 

Petrini, 2011). 

2.3.2  Internal Displacement in West and Central Africa  

Although the focus of this report is on international migrants, evidence has illustrated that, in many cases, 

internally displaced persons (IDPs) are future refugees and irregular migrants. Hence, to provide a 

comprehensive outlook of forced migration movements in the region, it is key to also consider internal 

displacement. Estimates indicates that the number of IDPs in Africa is twice as high the number of refugees. 

Nevertheless, there are still insufficient data to assess which percentage of IDPs will cross an international 
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border and become a refugee. Given this situation, it is vital to conduct further research on IDPs to discover 

what percentage of refugees and/ or irregular migrants was previously internally displaced as well as to 

determine the factors that lead to the ultimate decision to leave the country of origin (IDMC, 2017b). 

Table 5 illustrates the (estimated) current stock of internally displaced persons in eleven of the thirteen 

countries of analysis as well as the main reasons for this displacement. In this context, it is important to 

distinguish between displacement caused by conflicts and displacement caused by disasters. Moreover, it 

is relevant to acknowledge that the figures for disaster-induced displacement only include IDPs when 

ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ άǎudden onset hazard eventsέΤ ǘƘŜǎŜ figures exclude IDPs pushed to move by 

droughts or slower climatic events. Therefore, these data underestimate the actual number of IDPs that are 

resettling due to climate (IDMC, 2017b). The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) does not 

provide comparable data on internal displacement for Sierra Leone and Mauritania. Interestingly, as shown 

in Table 5, there has been an increase in conflict-induced displacement in 2017, while disaster-induced 

displacement seems to be less relevant. 

Table 5: Internal Displacement in West and Central Africa, 2016 & mid-year 2017 (January-June) 

Country  

Number 
of IDPs 

(end 

2016)  

New Conflict -
Induced 

Displacements 

(2016)  

New Disaster -
Induced 

Displacements 

(2016)  

New Conflict -
Induced 

Displacements 
(mid - year 

2017)  

New Disaster -
Induced 

Displacements 
(mid - year 

2017)  

UNHCR 
registered 

IDPs  

Burkina 

Faso  
700  700  18,000  3,800  4,500  -  

Central 
African 

Republic  
412,000  46,000  7,500  206,000  -  411,785  

Chad  108,000  36,000  5,700  -  -  124,342  

Gambia  -  -  4,600  162,000  -  -  

Ghana  -  -  7,900  5,700  -  -  

Guinea  -  -  490  -  -  -  

Côte 
dôIvoire 

301,000  -  -  -  -  -  

Mali  37,000  6,300  8,000  42,000  -  36,690  

Mauritania  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Niger  136,000  166,000  46,000  5,800  2,300  121,391  

Nigeria  1,955,000  501,000  78,000  142,000  2,000  2,219,272  

Senegal  2,4000  -  24,000  -  -  -  

Sierra 
Leone  

-  -  -  -  -  -  

Sources: IDMC, 2017a; UNHCR, 2017a 
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Despite the limited existence of information on the situation and protection needs of Burkina FasoΩǎ 

internally displaced persons (IDPs), the causes of internal displacement by (extremist) conflict include the 

deteriorating security situation in the northern region of Burkina Faso and post-election violence (IDMC, 

2017c). Also, since 2013, more Burkinabe have been affected with disaster displacement each year. This 

general trend is likely to continue based increases in the IDP stock from 1,800 in 2013, to 3,700 in 2015, and 

to 18,000 IDPs in 2016 (IDMC, 2017a).  

As mentioned already, conflicts have long characterized the history of the CAR and have displaced people 

both inside and outside the borders of the state. Indeed, internal displacement is not a new issue for this 

country (IOM, 2014b). The number of IDPs in CAR rocketed from 130,000 to 935,000 in 2013. In just one 

year, almost one person out of four was forced to leave their place of usual residence (IDMC, 2017a). This 

was a direct consequence of the clashes ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŞǘŀǘ, which displaced people 

mainly in Bangui and in the western and central regions of the country. During the following two years, the 

number of IDPs decreased and stabilized between 400,000 and 450,000 (UNHCR, 2017e). This sizable 

reduction in the number of IDPs was caused, in part, by the many peace agreements and the consequent 

relaxation of the conflict that lasted until the elections of 2016 (Mangan, & Murray, 2017). Starting in 

January 2017, however, the stock of IDPs in the CAR increased again; as of July 2017, it is estimated that 

there were 600,000 IDPs in CAR (UNHCR, 2017e). This increase is likely due to the new conflicts ongoing in 

the eastern regions of the country, in which civilians are experiencing increasing violence and attacks by 

armed groups (Global Conflict Tracker, 2017). Importantly, this situation is in continual evolution and 

should not be considered static. Most recent reports indicate that, in May 2017, violent clashes among four 

different armed groups have risen dramatically to affect the north-western and south-eastern areas. At the 

same time, violence has reduced in the capital and in the surrounding areas. Hence, while some 100,000 

people were forcibly displaced, some others were spontaneously returning to their homes (UNHCR, 2017q; 

FAO, 2017). IDPs is CAR are particularly vulnerable, facing food scarcity, limited access to drinking water, 

and constrained humanitarian assistance (European Commission, 2017c; FAO 2017; UNHCR 2017q).  

Similarly, Chad has always experienced high numbers of IDPs due to both conflicts and environmental 

disasters. Out of the total IDP population in the country, 71,000 are in a protracted situation. Moreover, 

new conflict related displacement started in 2015, with Boko Haram attacks in the Lake Chad region 

directly displacing an estimated 40,500 people (IDMC, 2017e). Specifically, as of June 2017, it is estimated 

that 118,804 IDPs and returnees are hosted in the Lake Chad Region, while 106,048 returnees from the CAR 

are settled in southern Chad (UNHCR, 2017z). Importantly, these figures do not include the people that 

have been displaced due to floods and natural hazards. These individuals, though, represent a large 

majority of the IDP population. In fact, each August, southern Chad is affected by heavy rains (IRIN, 2013; 

UN OCHA, 2012). In 2012, half a million people were forced to leave their homes due to floods. This 

represented the highest per capita disaster-induced displacement worldwide that year. Moreover, in 2013, 

an additional 133,000 people were forcibly displaced for the same reason. However, by looking at Chad's 

IDP figures, it stands out that these IDPs were able to come back to their place of usual residence as soon as 

the rainy season was over (IDMC, 2017e).  

Weather related disasters are also significant drivers of internal displacement in Ghana. Since 2011, there 

have been 97,200 displacements caused by natural disaster. In 2016 alone, flooding and torrential rains 

displaced 7,918 people across several regions. As of June 2017, 5,700 people have been displaced by 

natural disasters (IDMC, 2017a). Similarly, IDMC (2017a) notes that wildfires and flooding led to the internal 

displacement of 490 citizens from Guinea in 2016. Besides the number of IDPs generated by the Ebola 

epidemic, however, the trends in the numbers of IDPs in Guinea have remained rather stable and low in the 
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last years. Instead, the outbreak of the Ebola epidemic led to the high number of IDPs, namely 34,000 in 

2015. As such, most IDPs in Guinea are displaced due to disasters and epidemics, rather than being 

displaced due to conflict or violence (NRC & IDMC, 2016; IDMC, 2017a).  

Similarly, flooding and storms displaced 24,192 people in Senegal in the summer of 2016 (IDMC, 2017a). 

Ongoing violence and weather-related disasters have contributed to protracted IDP situations since 2009 

(IDMC, 2017a). Additionally, sporadic conflict in the southern region of Casamance, caused by the 

Casamance Movement of Democratic Forces, has left 24,000 people displaced, with ongoing instability 

disallowing return (IDMC & NRC, 2017; Some & IOM, 2009). While there is a lack of comprehensive data on 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ {ŜƴŜƎŀƭŜǎŜ L5tǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀōƭŜ άǇŜƴŘǳƭŀǊ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴώǎϐέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΥ 

people shelter near their homes and are able to return to them once clashes die down on a daily, weekly, 

or seasonal basis (IDMC, 2013c). 

Though information about internal displacement in Gambia is limited, it can be inferred that, until recently, 

internal displacement in the country, similarly to Ghana, Senegal, Guinea, and Chad, has been driven by 

natural disasters, such floods, droughts, wildfires, and landslides (CIA, 2017; Shout-Africa, 2011). Instead, 

the most recent displacement resulted from political upheaval and violence following the political elections 

in December 2016 through the first months of 2017. This regional crisis led to mass displacement of 

Gambians internally, but also to the neighbouring countries of Senegal and Guinea-Bissau (Caux, 2017). 

During this period of unrest, large parts of the population were displaced and fled the capital. In total, a 

report number of 200,000 people fled the capital, with around 160,000 being internally displaced. By the 

end of January 2017, mediation efforts by ECOWAS countries succeeded and former president Jammeh 

ceded power (IRIN, 2017). Therefore, most IDPs reportedly returned to their homes after the crisis was 

resolved (IDMC, 2017a). 

Internal displacement due to such violence and conflicts has also long characterized /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ, 

particularly in the early and late 2000s, when conflicts displaced approximately 1.1 million. This happened 

between 2002 and 2007, specifically in Northern and Central Cote d'Ivoire (IDMC, 2017f). Moreover, inter-

communal conflicts, robberies, abuses by security forces, and government-sanctioned evictions in the west 

of the country caused more displacement (IDMC, 2013b). Nevertheless, it is estimated that the majority of 

the individuals displaced in /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ in the last decade and a half had returned to their homes by 2014; 

consequently, little research has been done on IDPs in the country since this time (IDMC, 2017a). It is, 

therefore, unclear how many Ivorian IDPs have found durable solutions (IDMC, 2013b). Moreover, as of 

2016, 301,000 IDPs displaced by violence and conflict were living in Côte d'Ivoire and still had not yet 

returned to their homes (CIA, 2017; IDMC, 2017a). 

The causes for internal displacement in Mali are strictly linked to the situation of civil war experienced in 

the country since 2012 (Dobbs & Gaynor, 2015). In fact, the 2012 conflict resulted in an IDP stock of 

230,000 people (IDMC, 2017a). Overall, the IDP stock in Mali has decreased significantly since then. 

Specifically, already in 2014, it was estimated that 60% of IDPs were able to return (IDMC, 2014b). The 

estimated stock of IDPs was 37,000 in 2016 (IDMC, 2017a), a sizeable reduction due to the increased 

security situation in northern Mali and to the peace agreement signed in 2015. Nevertheless, between the 

end of 2016 and the beginning of 2017, the IDP stock increased to around 55,000 (IDMC, 2017a; UNHCR, 

2017ab). This upward trend can be attributed to a re-escalation of violence in northern Mali. The peace 

agreement of 2015 was broken many times during 2016, and the numbers of attacks from terrorist groups 

to civilians more than doubled from 2015 to 2016. Hence, there are good reasons to believe that the 
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presence of IDPs in Mali will not come to an end in the coming years; on the contrary, their number will 

probably increase (ACAPS, 2016). 

Forced displacement in Niger, and especially in the Diffa region, started in 2013. However, it has become a 

major issue since 2015, when Boko Haram began to attack civilians in the Niger territory, triggering large 

scale displacement (IDMC, 2017g). According to REACH (2017), 93 per cent of Nigerien IDPs have fled their 

homes due to insecurity in their villages. As such, disaster-induced displacement is not a major concern. 

Importantly, many IDPs are former labour migrants to Nigeria that forcibly return to Niger and become IDPs 

due to violence in north Nigeria caused by Boko Haram (IDMC, 2017g). As of May 2017, Niger had a stock of 

127,391 IDPs, mostly living in spontaneous sites along the eastern part of the Route Nationale 1, which 

connects Niamey with the city of Diffa. A minority of IDPs have settled in towns and villages also located in 

the Diffa region (REACH, 2017). In total, 140 IDPs locations have been identified in Niger (IDMC, 2017g). 

IDPs face major risks, and their situation continues to deteriorate due to repeated attacks by Boko Haram 

on IDP locations (UN OCHA, 2016a). The most prominent examples include robberies, physical violence, and 

clashes between armed groups. Moreover, the IDP situation has worsened by widespread insecurity due to 

a lack of access to basic services, such water or sanitation. Women and girls avoid using latrines for security 

concerns, and children do not go to school because of the high risks of abduction. Lastly, prostitution and 

forced labour are common instances among the IDP population, including among IDP children. Yet, few 

IDPs reported the desire to return to their contexts of origin due consistent levels of insecurity in their 

villages of origin (REACH, 2017). 

Like Niger, Nigeria has a total of 1,884,331 IDPs also displaced by the Boko Haram insurgency (UNHCR, 

2017m). Between 2015 and 2016, Nigerian IDPs flows accounted for more than 30 per cent of all conflict-

induced displacements in Africa (IDMC, 2016). The large majority of IDPs in Nigeria flees to urban centres 

for relative safety, causing overcrowding in already poorly managed urban situations and straining basic 

services. Certain urban centres such as Maiduguri saw their population double in size from one million to 

two million people over the extent of the crisis, leading the local government to encourage people to leave 

the city and return to their places of origin (UNOCHA, 2016b). Data show that the largest populations of 

IDPs are concentrated in three main regions: Borno (79%), Adamawa (8%), and Yobe (6%) (IOM, 2017p). 

The majority (63%) of IDPs tend to stay with host communities, with friends and relatives, or in abandoned 

housing, while a minority (37%) lives in camp-like displacement settings; most wish to return home but are 

hindered by a lack of safety (IOM, 2017p). Vulnerabilities faced by the IDP population include food 

insecurity, security attacks by insurgents in camp, health concerns (such as a hepatitis E outbreak), as well 

as limited availability of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services (Al Jazeera, 2017b; Borno Health 

Sector, 2017; IOM, 2017p; MSF, 2017; UNOHCA, 2016b).  

2.4  Regular/ Labour Migration  

The literature on regular migration in and from West and Central Africa is scarce. Generally, migration 

literature about the region is predominately focused on forced displacement as well as irregular migration 

movements. Regular migration, especially for the purpose of labour, is much less studied. Despite Africa 

being seen as a continent of mass migration driven by conflicts, poverty, and harsh climate conditions, this 

perception does not reflect reality (Flahaux & De Haas, 2016). In fact, refugees represent only a small 

fraction of the over 12 million West and Central African migrants estimated in 2016 (UNICEF, 2016). 

Moreover, even if West African migration has recently increased, this trend has been fostered by processes 

of development and social transformation rather than by increased poverty or conflicts. Accordingly, it is 
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exactly through development and social change that the West African population has increased capabilities 

and aspirations to migrate, especially for purposes of work (Flahaux & De Haas, 2016). Currently, this 

African region is the one that is experiencing the highest population movements (Flahaux & De Haas, 2016), 

and it is estimated that between 2 per cent and 3 per cent of West and Central African population is an 

international migrant (UNICEF, 2016; UNHCR, n.d., a). These relatively high migration levels in West Africa 

are probably linked to the fact that many ethnic groups have a transnational nature, with their networks 

being connected across borders. Another factor might be the existence of 9/h²!{Ω free movement regime 

since 1979 and the reduction of barriers to regular migration (Flahaux & De Haas, 2016). Nevertheless, it 

should be kept in mind that barriers to regular migration still exist (and include corruption and the 

increasing securitization of borders), while the ECOWAS freedom of movement regime is differently 

implemented in the different countries. These differences are amongst the main reasons behind the variety 

of the migration patterns that distinguish the countries of analysis.  

Annex C provides an overview of some key immigration and emigration statistics; it shows the differences 

in destination countries of migrants originally from the countries of analysis. What stands out is that most 

migrants from West and Central Africa migrate within the region, also for purposes of labour migration. 

This fact is also widely supported by existing literature, which generally pictures West and Central African 

migration as extensively intra-continental (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017; Flahaux & De Haas, 

2016; UNICEF, 2016; UNHCR, n.d., a). Some estimates, for example, indicate that migration flows within 

West Africa are ten times higher than these toward Europe (UNHCR, n.d., a). Similarly, others indicate that 

intra-regional migration in the region accounts for 75 per cent of the total, with migration to Europe 

accounting for only 15 per cent (UNICEF, 2016). Hence, the migratory phenomenon in West and Central 

Africa should be primarily be considered an intra-African livelihood strategy, which temporary and circular 

in nature (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017). In the following, an analysis of regular labour migration 

in and from the thirteen focus countries will be given. 

Due to a lack of government data and records on migration in the CAR, not much is known about labour 

immigration to the country and about its impact on the economy. Additionally, widespread violence and 

low economic performances have generally discouraged foreigners from migrating to the CAR. 

Nevertheless, regular labour migration is considered to have increased between 1993 and 2013, thanks to a 

facilitated procedure to obtain labour visas that was implemented during the years (IOM, 2014b). In 2015, 

the number of immigrants in the CAR was estimated around 81,500, and most of them were originally 

coming from bordering countries (UNDESA, 2015a). Immigrants in the CAR are considered to be mostly 

uneducated and their decision to migrate to the CAR is generally related to professional reasons and to 

opening an independent business activity in the country (IOM, 2014b). Data on labour emigration from the 

CAR are almost inexistent (IOM, 2014b). Estimate from the World Bank (2016) indicate that the emigrant 

stock was 342,000, or 7.3 per cent of the CAR's total population in 2016. Most of these emigrants migrated 

toward Chad, Cameroon, France, the Republic of the Congo, Mali, USA, Canada, and other European states 

(World Bank, 2016).  

Similarly, due to poverty, a lack of economic opportunities, and political instability, Chad also has never 

been an attractive destination for labour migrants. The extent to which labour immigration is functional to 

the country economy is unknown (IOM, 2007). In 2015, the estimated immigrant population was 147,428 

and the main countries of origin were CAR, Sudan, and Cameroon (UN DESA, 2015a). Historically, Chad has 

experienced emigration related to transhumance and the movements of pastoral groups; political, 

economic, and climate change factors have also played a role. The scope of emigration, as well as the 

importance of remittances for Chad's economy, is also mostly unknown. Overall, Chad is not considered a 
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country of significant emigration (IOM, 2007). In 2015, the share of Chadian emigrants as percentage of the 

total population was less than 1.5 per cent (UN DESA, 2015). Importantly, Chad's emigration is largely seen 

as a gendered phenomenon, since men of working age represent the large majority of the emigrant 

population (IOM, 2007). Much of their emigration appears to be seasonal and directed toward neighboring 

countries (Micallef, 2017; Tubiana & Gramizzi, 2017). 

Existing data on regular and labour immigration to Niger is scarce. International migrants represent less 

than 1 per cent of Niger's total resident population and have an ambiguous impact on the country's 

economy. It seems that immigration for labour purposes is not relevant in the context of Niger (IOM, 

2009a). Particularly since it is the poorest and least developed country in the region, Niger is not an 

attractive destination for migrants (UNDP, 2016). According to UN DESA (2015a), the main countries of 

origin of economic migrants are Mali (47%), Benin (10%), and Burkina Faso (10%). Furthermore, it is 

challenging to consider Niger an immigration country, as most foreigners are nationals of ECOWAS states 

and benefit from free circulation. Hence, given the short-term nature of their movements, they cannot be 

considered permanent migrants (CARIM, 2011). Data on Nigerien emigration are also very scattered as 

there is no entity or service entrusted with collecting data on Nigeriens abroad. Similarly, in Niger's 

population census, there is no question regarding emigration (IOM, 2009a). In 2015, the stock of Nigerien 

emigrants was estimated to be 356,793 people, representing 1.8 per cent of the country's total population 

(UN DESA, 2015a). The main destination countries of Nigerien emigrants were Nigeria (32%), Benin (21%), 

and Togo (18%), while less than 3.5% of Nigerien emigrants migrated outside of the African continent (UN 

DESA, 2015a). Since 1990, emigration has been led by economic factors, largely related to the difficulties of 

the Nigerien agricultural sector (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; CARIM, 2011) Generally, Nigerien migrants are low-

skilled, and the risk of brain drain has stayed limited in Niger. Moreover, Nigerien emigration is considered 

a gendered phenomenon, in which males are highly overrepresented and female migration is constrained 

(ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

There is also little to no information on labour immigration to Sierra Leone. In 2015, the international 

migrant stock in Sierra Leone was 90,453, reflecting 1.2 per cent of the total population (UN DESA, 2015a). 

The most common origin countries were Guinea, Liberia, and Gambia. The difficulty in assessing labour 

immigration stems from the fact that the country does not have a comprehensive labour migration policy 

that regulates and governs this trend nor is there public disclosure on the information of work permits for 

ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭǎ όL/ta5 ϧ LhaΣ нлмрύΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǿŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭŀŎƪǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

development opportunities and is plagued by poor socioeconomic conditions, unemployment and low 

wages. These factors encourage labour emigration (European Commission, 2007), and the country has 

developed a sizeable diaspora, primarily in Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria, UK, Germany, Netherlands, Canada, and 

United States. This diaspora group contains a great number of highly-skilled migrants (particularly 

physicians and nurses), since 53 percent of tertiary-educated Sierra Leoneans live abroad (World Bank, 

2016).  

Moreover, data on DǳƛƴŜŀΩǎ immigration patterns are limited. Besides the 1996 General Population and 

Housing Census, there are few recent and reliable sources on immigration and the presence of foreigners in 

DǳƛƴŜŀ όL/at5 ϧ LhaΣ нлмрύΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪ όнлмсύΣ DǳƛƴŜŀΩǎ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ 

378.5 thousand people, accounting for 3.2% of its population, in 2013. According to the same statistics, 

they were mostly from other West and Central African countries. In 2015, there were an estimated 219,500 

immigrants in Guinea (UN DESA, 2015a). As it the case with research on immigration, data on the 

emigration of Guinean nationals is outdated and incomplete (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). According to the World 

.ŀƴƪ όнлмсύΣ DǳƛƴŜŀΩǎ ŜƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ офуΦр ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ оΦо҈ ƻŦ its 

population, in 2013. Cote d'Ivoire, Gambia, and Sierra Leone have become the top destination countries 
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(UN DESA, 2015a). Emigration to the United States or Europe was, and still is, far lower and remains limited 

(IOM, 2008). Interestingly, emigration from Guinea to Senegal, and vice versa, happens on a seasonal basis 

within the agriculture industry. However, this pattern has evolved into increased movements towards 

urban areas and has, thus, resulted into permanent settlements abroad (Lefebvre, 2003; ICMPD & IOM, 

2015). 

In this regard, most immigration to Senegal is from neighbouring West African countries, which is 

unsurprising given that Senegal is a member of ECOWAS. Mauritanians, Malians, and Guineans account for 

about half of the 248,850 immigrants in Senegal (UN DESA, 2015a). Foreign workers overwhelmingly find 

low-skilled positions in the informal sector and tend to work in labour market niches determined by 

country of origin: Guineans work in the fruit and vegetable trade and transportation; Malian women 

specialize in paintings; and Malian men work in the cola nut industry (ICMPD & IOM, 2015).  Higher-skilled 

immigrants are commonly from Cƾte dΩIvoire, Benin, and Togo. According to the 2001 Senegalese 

Household Survey, many immigrants (51.4%) were in Senegal for family reunification, while about one third 

of respondents cited economic and job-related reasons (Some & IOM, 2009, p. 25). Additionally, 34.2% of 

the foreigners in the survey were engaged in trade, 26.4% in agriculture, and 15.4% in production and 

processing, while 55.5% were illiterate (Some & IOM, 2009, p. 25). Emigration for labour purposes is a 

common pursuit of the Senegalese, especially among the youth. It has even become institutionalized in 

some communities, where it is expected and valued as part of a life trajectory (RMMS West Africa, 2017b). 

{ŜƴŜƎŀƭΩǎ ŜƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŀōǊƻŀŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ п҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ 

decades, preferred destinations have shifted to non-African countries (Bartolomeo et al., 2010), which 

account for about 50% of Senegalese abroad in 2015 (UNDESA, 2015a).  

Labour immigration is functional to the Gambian economy. In 2015, DŀƳōƛŀΩǎ total stock of immigrants 

amounted to 192,540, or almost 10 per cent of the total population. Most immigrants to Gambia arrived 

from Senegal (62%), Guinea (21%), Guinea-Bissau (6%), and Mali (5%) (UN DESA, 2015a). Most of them are 

ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ όLCMPD & IOM, 2015). Moreover, as estimated by the 2003 

ŀƴŘ нлмл IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ tƻǾŜǊǘȅ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎΣ DŀƳōƛŀΩǎ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ рт҈ ƳŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ по҈ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ 

labour immigrants living in Gambia are also employed in different economic sectors than Gambian 

nationals. Specifically, migrants living in Gambia typically find jobs in retail, wholesale, and tourism (43% 

together); other important sectors include agriculture, mining, and fishing (16%), manufacturing (10%), and 

finance or business (5%) (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Emigration for economic and labour-related reasons due to 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛƴǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΦ DŀƳōƛŀΩǎ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ς 63% in 2000 ς has been ranked 

second highest among African countries and among the top 20 worldwide (Kebbeh, 2013). As shown in 

Annex C, the main destinations of Gambian emigrants are outside Africa, namely USA, Spain, and UK. 

Moreover, based on 2009 data, an estimated 78% of Gambian emigrants was male and an estimated 22% 

female (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Although remittances have an important positive impact on Gambian 

economy, mass emigration of skilled workers may also have long-term development consequences on 

Gambia, and the risk of brain-drain should be addressed (Kebbeh, 2013). 

Labour immigration in Ghana has become more important since the introduction of constitution rule in 

1992, that gave way to economic and political stability, which has attracted migrants from within and 

without the ECOWAS region (SIHMA, 2014). Most immigrants in Ghana come from nearby African 

countries, especially ECOWAS member states (UNDESA, 2015a). While the Ghanaian Statistical Service 

tracked a drop in foreigners between 2000 (740,191) and 2010 (600,049) (ICMPD & IOM, 2015), the 

foreign-born population nearly doubled from 191,601 in 2000 to 337,701 in 2010. In 2010, 46.1% of the 

immigrants in Ghana were women, and by 2015, that figure slightly dropped to 45.5% (UNDESA, 2015a). 

Immigrants in Ghana are employed in the following sectors: agricultural, forestry and fisheries; wholesale 
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and retail; repairing motor vehicles; and informal, self-employed (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). In terms of 

emigration, the 801,710 Ghanaians ŀōǊƻŀŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ о҈ ƻŦ DƘŀƴŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ό¦b 59{!Σ нлмрŀύΦ 

Ghanaian emigrants are known to work in retail and sales, construction and agriculture, as mechanics, 

electricians, carpenters, and most significantly, in the medical sector (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). About 30% of 

these emigrants are in the US and UK alone, but the most popular destination is Nigeria (UN DESA, 2015a). 

There has been a shift in preferences towards Europe over ECOWAS countries for Ghanaian emigrants who, 

before the 1990s, largely favored ECOWAS countries (SIHMA, 2014).  While most Ghanaian emigrants have 

a low to medium level of skills, the emigration rate of skilled Ghanaians is very high at 46% (ICMPD & IOM, 

2015).  This has left sectors of the Ghanaian labour market grossly under-supplied, specifically for doctors, 

nurses, pharmacists, and those in higher education institutes (ICMPD & IOM, 2015, pg. 165).  

Mali is not generally considered a country of immigration (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; IOM, 2013a). The 

immigrant stock in Mali was estimated to be around 347,228, representing 2% of the total population, in 

2015 (UN DESA, 2015a). The overwhelming majority of foreign residents in Mali is originally from other 

West African countries (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; IOM, 2013a; UNICEF, 2013d). Specifically, the main countries 

ƻŦ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ aŀƭƛ ŀǊŜ .ǳǊƪƛƴŀ CŀǎƻΣ /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜΣ DǳƛƴŜŀΣ {ŜƴŜƎŀƭΣ aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀΣ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΣ 

and Niger (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; IOM, 2013a; UNICEF, 2013d). According to the 2009 census, most of the 

foreign population was male (52.5%), did not have any formal education (60%), and was mainly living in the 

capital Bamako (27.9%) (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). However, their impact on Malian economy as well as their 

occupational sectors are almost impossible to determine. In this regard, it is estimated that 70% of the 

Malian labour market is in the informal economy, and most migrants are considered to be working within it 

(CARIM, 2010). Mali, however, has always been a country of emigration, and it can be said that this 

phenomenon is a vital component of Malian society. In 2015, the stock of Malian emigrants was estimated 

to be slightly higher than 1 million, representing 6% of the total population (UN DESA, 2015a). Malians 

emigrate for a variety of reasons, including poverty, unemployment, a harsh climate, demographic 

pressures, and a cultural heritage that sees migration as rite of passage for young men before they are 

allowed to marry. Moreover, migration is a livelihood strategy for nomadic pastoral groups that migrate 

seasonally with their livestock (IOM, 2014c; IOM, 2013a; CARIM, 2010; ICMPD, 2010). Most emigrants 

(60%) come from rural areas and are employed in low-skilled (60%) jobs in the informal economy of 

ECOWAS states (ICMPD & IOM, 2015).  

Like Mali, Mauritania is characterized by emigration rather than immigration. Immigration to Mauritania 

for labour purposes is not an extensive phenomenon. In 2015, the stock of immigrants was 60,768, 

representing just 1.4 per cent of the total population (UN DESA, 2015a; IOM, 2010b). The majority of the 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ originally from Senegal, Mali, and Guinea. Of the foreigners working in the cities 

of Nouakchott, Nouadhibou, and Rosso, an estimated 87% are employed in the service sector working as 

domestic workers, petty traders, drivers. Others work in the agriculture, fisheries, or food catering 

industries. These immigrants have filled labour shortages caused by Mauritanian emigration, specifically in 

the fishing, building, services, and education sectors, and have been key contributors to the countǊȅΩǎ 

development (Saleh, 2009). Emigration is a vital feature of Mauritanian economy and development. In 

2015, the estimated stock of emigrants from Mauritania was 119,334, representing around 3% of the total 

population (UN DESA, 2015a). Emigration of the unskilled and unemployed youth is driven by the few and 

ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊƭƻŀŘŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ό{ŀƭŜƘΣ 

2009). Most emigrants are in neighbouring countries, mainly Mali and Senegal, but a significant number are 

also in France and Spain (UN DESA, 2015a). Highly skilled migrants account for 11.8% of Mauritanian 

emigrants worldwide (IOM, 2016a); these movements are a handicap in certain Mauritanian industries, 

notably the health sector (Saleh, 2009). 
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Immigration also does not seem a relevant feature in the context of Nigeria. As of 2015, there were more 

than 1 million immigrants in the country, representing only 0.6% of the total population (UN DESA, 2015a). 

The most common origin countries are Benin, Ghana, and Mali, and the majority of immigrants are 

employed in the informal sector. However, professions that migrants may occupy also include general 

managers, corporate managers, physical science, clerical staff, and jobs in the mining, construction, and 

transport industries (IOM, 2014a). Moreover, data on emigration is difficult to collect due to the 

problematic techniques to assemble data from destination countries. Still, labour migrants from Nigeria 

tend to go to developed countries, such as the United States and the United Kingdom, and Nigerian 

migration to less developed countries has slowed (Afolayan, Ikwuyatum & Abejide, 2009; IOM, 2014a). 

Emigration is key to the development of Nigeria, which has by far the highest inflow remittances in the 

region. According to the World Bank, 51 per cent of Nigerian emigrants have tertiary education (World 

Bank, 2016). This often follows sector specific migration which can lead to brain drain and be damaging for 

local communities. In Nigeria, the medical sector suffers from this deficiency, with a high migration of 

physicians, especially to oil-producing countries such as Gulf States of Kuwait, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia 

(MTM i-Map, 2011; IOM, 2014a). 

Moreover, the relevance of labour immigration in the context of Burkina Faso is limited. While the 

incidence of foreigners in Burkina Faso remains low, foreigners residing in the country are mostly from 

other ECOWAS member states such as Mali, Togo, Niger, Nigeria, and Benin (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Most 

labour immigrants are employed in the agricultural sector and, to a lesser extent, in the trade and craft 

ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ όaƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ CƛƴŀƴŎŜǎΣ нлмоύΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ŜȄŀŎǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ 

on the number of Burkinabe abroad, emigration Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 

demography όL/at5 ϧ LhaΣ нлмрύΦ Lƴ нлмоΣ .ǳǊƪƛƴŀ CŀǎƻΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мΦс Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 

people, representing almost 10% of total population (UNICEF, 2013b). The main countries of destination of 

Burkinabe migrants on the African continent are located nearby; specifically, they include Ghana, Mali, 

Benin, and Niger (World Bank, 2016). Most people from Burkina Faso (1.5 million of 1.6 million), however, 

ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΥ /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ όL/at5 ϧ LhaΣ нлмрΤ ¦bL/9CΣ нлмоōύΦ 

Emigration to states outside of the ECOWAS community remains statistically insignificant (Aghazarm, 

Quesada & Tishler, 2012). 

Since its colonization by France, Cote d'Ivoire has been highly dependent on a migrant workforce, 

particularly that of Burkina Faso, and from countries with an excess of laborers. Immigration to Côte 

ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ for labour purposes was promoted by the Ivorian government, especially in times of economic 

downturn from the 1960s to 1980s, and continues at relatively high rates to this day (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

An estimated 2,175,399 immigrants from Burkina Faso, Mali, Guinea, and Liberia were living in Côte d'Ivoire 

in 2015 (UN DESA, 2015a). The majority of foreign workers are employed in low-skilled jobs in the 

agriculture sector with responsibilities also extending into fishing, herding, trade, and industry (ICMPD & 

IOM, 2015).  Due to a lack of research, however, there is very little information about the emigration trends 

from Côte d'Ivoire; this is likely because emigration from /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛre is seen as a more limited 

phenomenon compared to immigration into the country (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). According to ICMPD & IOM 

(2015), emigrant flows from /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ are mostly comprised of lower-educated (47.6%) and high-

educated (30.7%) persons. Sectors that employ Ivorians abroad, particularly those residing in OECD 

countries, include manufacturing, distribution, and services activities, hotel industry, agriculture, etc. (IOM 

Dakar, 2009).  
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2.5  Remittances to West and Central Africa 14  

Migrant remittances are considered crucially important for the development of migrant-sending 

societies. Evidence indicates that, at the macro-level, remittances act as insurance against adverse events 

and economic shocks. Moreover, they are more stable than FDI and private debt, as they are based on a 

logic of sharing resources within a household rather than on a logic of profit. Through remittances, migrant 

households can support their consumption in periods of economic downturn or similar scenarios. In 

addition, by raising consumption and expenditure of migrant households, remittances are also believed to 

be directly linked with economic growth. At the micro-level, remittances have been proven to effectively 

reduce poverty levels, and this has been shown to be the case for Africa. However, the counter-effect of 

remittances is that they generally increase the inequality of households, especially when the migrants 

reside outside of the African continent (World Bank, 2011).  

It is important to note that, given the mostly micro- and community-level effects of remittances, the scope 

for remittances policies is restricted by definition. Moreover, it should be acknowledged that, even if 

remittances may play an important and vital role in development, this is not always the case. The extent to 

which they achieve a positive developmental outcome is largely related to the existing development 

situation in the sending and receiving countries of migrants. Overall, it appears that the linkage between 

migration and development policies lies in circular migration and in a liberal approach toward labour 

immigrants for which 

there is a real demand. 

For this reason, restrictive 

policies at both ends of 

the migration journey 

have the negative effect of 

encouraging permanent 

settlement, while 

constraining circular 

migration. To efficiently 

link migration and 

development, sending 

countries should try to 

create a favourable 

environment that 

encourages migrants to 

circulate, return, and 

make investments. On the other hand, immigration policies in receiving countries should allow for more 

free (but also regulated) migration in order to increase migration control, promote the circulation of 

migrants, and enhance the contribution of migrants to their home countries (De Haas, 2005). 

In broad terms, remittances in West Africa are considered to be increasingly significant. In 2014, they 

were estimated around USD 26 billion, of which 87 per cent (USD 20.9 billion) were sent to Nigeria alone. 

¢ƻǘŀƭ ǊŜƳƛǘǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ оΦн ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ D5tΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜƳƛǘǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ 

                                                           
14 Since that there are no data on remittances inflows to the CAR and Chad in the Central African region, this section will entirely focus on countries 

in West Africa. 

Figure 3: Remittances to West and Central Africa, 2001-2016 (in millions) 

Source: World Bank, 2017b. // Note: Data on formal remittance flows to Central African 

Republic, Chad, and Mauritania are not available. 
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West Africa the second biggest remittances recipient of the African continent (Fonta, Nwosu, & Onyukwu, 

2016). Importantly, the actual remittance volume is estimated to be much higher than the one reported, as 

many migrants send remittances home through informal channels where they cannot be officially recorded 

(World Bank, 2017c; Oluwafemi & Ayandibu, 2014; World Bank, 2011).  

Figure 3 shows inflow remittances to the focus countries of this report in absolute terms. It is not surprising 

that Nigeria is an outlier compared to the other countries. This situation can be easily explained by the fact 

that Nigeria has, by far, the largest economy and the biggest population of the region. In relative terms, 

however, remittances in Nigeria are not as important as they are in Gambia or Senegal, for instance. In fact, 

in 2016, it was estimated that remittances reflected 18.8 per cent of the Gambian GDP and 13.6 per cent of 

the Senegalese GDP but only 4.7 per cent of the Nigerian GDP. More similar to Nigeria, remittances 

represented 5.7 per cent of the GDP in Mali, 4.8 per cent in Ghana, 3.3 per cent in Burkina Faso. As a much 

smaller proportion, remittances have a more marginal role in other focus countries. Remittances in Sierra 

Leone, for example, only accounted for 1.6% of the GDP, 1.5 per cent in Guinea, 1.4% in Niger, and 0.9% in 

Cote d'Ivoire (World Bank, 2017a). Due to their significance of remittance inflows, we consider the 

individual cases of Nigeria, Gambia, Senegal, Mali, Ghana, and Burkina Faso in more detail. 

In 2016, Nigeria received about USD 19 billion in remittances. As such, the country was the top remittance 

receiver in the West Africa region and on the entire African continent. However, this number represented a 

decline compared to 2015, when remittances received amounted to USD 21 billion. Specifically, tighter 

capital controls by the Nigerian government pushed a large share of remittances to informal channels 

(World Bank, 2017c). In the Nigerian context, remittances play a pivotal role in reducing poverty levels. 

However, these remittances simultaneously increase household inequality (Fonta, Nwosu, & Onyukwu, 

2016). Moreover, remittances received are not used to their full potential. Specifically, there are many 

barriers to the full enhancement of the positive outcome of remittances in Nigeria. Corruption, political 

instability, an unattractive business climate, ineffective bureaucracy and non-implementation of 

remittances policies constitute major constraints to the positive impact of remittances on Nigerian 

development (Oluwafemi & Ayandibu, 2014).  

The impact of inward remittances sent by Gambia emigrants is also relevant, considering that remittances 

as a share of GDP has been among the highest in Africa (Kebbeh, 2013). In 2016, incoming remittances 

amounted to USD 181 million and represented almost 19 per cent of Gambian GDP (World Bank, 2017a). 

Although remittances are integral part of Gambian economy, mass emigration of skilled workers may also 

have long-term development consequences on Gambia. In this regard, the effects of a potential brain drain 

are not yet known. In addition, skilled workers migrating to Western countries may face difficulties in 

having their Gambia diplomas recognized and may, therefore, experience deskilling. Nonetheless, the vital 

development benefits of remittances in Gambia include poverty alleviation. Particularly, remittances 

facilitate the livelihoods of households that do not have access to government support (Kebbeh, 2013). 

Inward sent personal remittances received in Senegal have grown exponentially since 2000, leaping from 

USD 233.5 million to USD 2 billion in 2015 (World Bank, 2017a). In terms of share of the GDP, remittances 

received from emigrants abroad have shot from 2.97% of GDP in 1996 to 13.6% in 2016. During this time, 

remittances increasingly became ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ό{ƻƳŜ ϧ LhM, 

2009; World Bank, 2017a). At present, remittances are important supplements to household incomes for 

Senegalese with expatriate family members (Some & IOM, 2009). For instance, in 2010, households that 

received remittances were able to save an average of almost twice as much when compared to non-
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recipient households (Orozco, Burgess, & Massardier, 2010).  Recognizing this, there are several initiatives 

the Senegalese Government has undertaken to link migration to development efforts: 

¶ Migration for Development in Africa Programme (MIDAςSenegal), in partnership with IOM;  

¶ the Transfer of Knowledge Through Expatriate Nationals (TOKTEN) project, in partnership with the 

United Nations Development Programme; and  

¶ the Co-development Initiative by the Senegalese tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ό{ƻƳŜ ϧ LhaΣ нллфΣ ǇΦ нфύΦ 

However, the volume of remittances formally recorded in the case of Senegal likely underestimate the 

phenomenon, as an estimated one third of remittances to the country are sent through informal channels 

(Orozco, Burgess, & Massardier, 2010). 

Though to a lesser extent than in Senegal, Gambia, and Nigeria, personal remittances are also a crucial 

component of the Malian economy. In 2015, they represented 7% of the Malian GDP (World Bank, 2017a). 

The biggest share of remittances is sent from France, while just a small portion is sent from other African 

countries. However, as is also the case in Senegal, these estimate of remittances to Mali surely 

underestimate the phenomenon, since three quarters of the total remittances are sent through informal 

channels (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Importantly, most of these remittances are used for consumption: to buy 

foods and goods or to fulfil other essential needs. However, in some instances, they are used for 

community projects having to do with water supplies and education (ICMPD, 2010). Additionally, in 2013, it 

was estimated that as much as 14% of remittances to Mali were invested into business activities (ICMPD & 

IOM, 2015). Additionally, the Malian government, and specifically the Malian Ministry of Economy and 

Finance, plays an important role in engaging the skilled Malian diaspora (ICMPD, 2010). Moreover, local 

authorities in migrant-sending regions play an important role in incentivizing the financing of community 

projects through remittances. Indeed, Mali was one of the first African countries where the EU aimed to 

realize migration-development initiatives through diaspora engagement (Trauner & Deimel, 2013; Newland 

& Patrick, 2004).  

According to the Bank of Ghana, remittances have grown from USD 479 million in 1999 to USD 2.14 billion 

in 2010. These figures, however, are also acknowledged to be underestimates (GSS, 2016). This growth is 

largely due to increased emigration from Ghana and has improved private-sector growth through financing 

small- and medium-scale enterprises (Quartey, 2009). As of 2016, personal remittances received (USD 2.04 

ōƛƭƭƛƻƴύ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ пΦту҈ ƻŦ DƘŀƴŀΩǎ D5tΣ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ лΦпн҈ ƛƴ нлмл ό²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪΣ нлмтŀύΦ Similarly, data from 

the World Bank (2017a) show a significant increase of inflow remittances in Burkina Faso: USD 57 million in 

2005, USD 120 million in 2010, and a total of USD 392 million in remittances in 2015. Looking at this general 

trend, it is likely that the inflow of remittances is going to continue and be even more important for Burkina 

CŀǎƻΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴƻǎǘ .ǳǊƪƛƴŀōŜ ŜƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǊŜƳƛǘǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǎŜƴǘ ōȅ 

emigrants back to Burkina Faso come from people outside of the continent (World Bank, 2011).   
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3  Ext ernal Migration Routes from West and Central 

Africa  

As shall be explained in 

the next sections, there 

are three main routes 

used by West and Central 

African migrants to reach 

North Africa and, though 

to a lesser extent, Europe. 

Specifically, there is the 

Central Mediterranean 

Route, that goes from 

Niger and Libya to Italy; 

the Western 

Mediterranean Route, 

going through Mali, 

Algeria, and Tunisia or 

Morocco to Spain; and the 

West African Route, that 

connects Senegal, 

Mauritania, and Morocco 

to the Canary Islands. In 

addition, this report will also stress another route, the Air Route, which comprises all the possible flights 

that migrants can use to get to Europe. Many of the migrants travelling along this route eventually overstay 

their permits after reaching Europe. 

While reading the next sections, the reader should bear in mind two limitations. First, there is never a clear 

cut between routes. For instance, it happens frequently that migrants transiting in Mali on the Western 

Mediterranean Route choose to go to Niger to continue the journey on the Central Mediterranean Route, 

and vice-versa. Second, due to its nature, collecting data on irregular migration flows is generally rather 

challenging, and systematic assessments of mobility throughout West and North Africa are very complex. 

For these reasons, even though the presented data are considered to be the most accurate, they do not 

reflect the overall situation. The main take away of the next sections should be that migration routes are 

fluid and that their popularity varies at any given point, depending on characteristics that are context- and 

time-specific.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Irregular and Mixed Migration Routes in West and Central Africa 

Source: UNODC, 2012 // Note: this map is of 2012, and while it is still up to date, the routes in 

Chad recently lost importance. 
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3.1  The Central Mediterranean Route   

The Central Mediterranean Route is currently the most used by West and Central African migrants that try 

to reach North Africa, and to a lesser extent Europe. In Figure 5, this route is indicated by the orange dotted 

line (Micallef, 2017; Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017; IOM, 2017m; UNHCR, 2017r). In a broader 

sense, references to arrivals from the Central Mediterranean Route generally intend to describe irregular 

maritime border crossings directly to Italy and Malta, however estimates indicate that only 20 per cent of 

migrants using this route ultimately depart to Europe. The remaining 80 per cent stays in ECOWAS and 

North-Africa, and their 

migration should be seen 

as trans-Saharan, 

temporary, and (mostly) 

circular migration that is 

part of an intra-African 

livelihood strategy 

(Molenaar & El Kamouni-

Janssen, 2017). 

As is reported in Figure 6 

below, the Central 

Mediterranean Route 

gained most of its 

popularity during the last 

three years (Frontex, 

2017a). Several factors 

can explain this 

situation, but two are 

considered the most 

important (Tinti & 

Westcott, 2016). Firstly, 

by passing through Niger, migrants can avoid the conflicts in northern Mali between Tebou and Tuareg. 

Tebou and Tuareg are the two ethnic groups that orchestrate most of the human trafficking and smuggling 

across the Sahel (Micallef, 2017; Tinti & Westcott, 2016). Secondly, by using this route, migrants can 

circumvent the border controls and the administrative challenges related to transiting in Algeria. In fact, 

Niger is part of ECOWAS, and migrants from West Africa can enter the country without a visa for as long as 

90 days. Migration becomes irregular only when migrants cross the Libyan border without documents 

(Carling, 2016a). This implies that the risks related to irregular migration are reduced, since a smuggling 

service would only be needed to go from the northern Nigerien city of Agadez to Libya (Tinti & Westcott, 

2016). For the rest, migrants regularly move in Niger and through ECOWAS using private cars or on air-

conditioned buses (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017). 

Generally, the Central Mediterranean Route is identified as the route going from Agadez in Niger, to Sabah 

and Tripoli in Libya, and then to Italy or Malta (Tinti, & Westcott, 2016). It is also common that migrants 

join this route from multiple places including Mali, Algeria, Sudan, and Egypt, as shown in Figure 5. 

However, there is evidence to suggest that most migrants traveling along this route transit through Niger. 

In 2016, mixed migration flows in Niger were estimated around 300,000 people (UNHCR, 2017s). In May 

Source: Tinti & Westcott, 2016 

 

Figure 5: The Central Mediterranean Route 
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2017, this number was already ƻǾŜǊ слΣллл ό¦bI/wΣ нлмтǘύΦ bƛƎŜǊΩǎ geopolitical situation makes the 

country a sensitive area for irregular migration out of the ECOWAS region towards Europe as it is located 

right between sub-Saharan Africa and North Africa. In this regard, Libya is the most important transit 

country for people trying to reach Europe (UNHCR, 2017r). Specifically, the Nigerien city of Agadez is 

considered the most important smuggling hub in the Sahel. In 2016, an estimated 170,000 migrants 

transited through this city alone on their way north (Micallef, 2017). 

In Agadez, the human smuggling industry is articulated though all levels of society and is a vital part of the 

economy of the city and of the country (Diallo, 2017; Tinti & Westcott, 2016). The economic situation in 

northern Niger, coupled with high corruption levels have established ǘƘƛǎ ΨƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

a multitude of actors (including state personnel and border officials) benefit (Tinti & Westcott, 2016). From 

Agadez, migrants generally continue their journey either west (passing through Arlit and crossing the 

Algerian border) or north (passing Seguedine and crossing the Tummo border with Libya) (IOM, 2017m). 

These are the same ancient and established trading routes that rural tribes of the Sahara used for centuries 

to trade goods and to transport 

people from north to Sub-

Saharan Africa, and vice versa. 

Human smuggling in Agadez 

was recently curbed due to the 

Emergency Trust Fund for 

Africa, a plan that established 

tight cooperation between the 

EU and Niger on matters of 

irregular migration (Diallo, 

2017). Specifically, since 

September 2016, stronger and 

more repressive measures 

against smugglers transporting 

migrants from Agadez to Libya 

or Algeria have been taken. 

Smugglers have been arrested 

and the cars used to smuggle 

migrants confiscated. These efforts have brought the number of migrants travelling along those routes to a 

remarkable decrease (IOM, 2017m; Diallo, 2017). However, many experts argue that smuggling in Niger has 

not stopped, and data on arrivals in Italy show that the smuggling business continues in these areas 

(Frontex, 2017a; UNHCR, 2017r; UNHCR, 2017t). Micallef (2017), for example, suggests that smuggling has 

just become harder to track (Micallef, 2017). Indeed, there are reports of smugglers using different routes 

which are riskier and two to three times more expensive (Diallo, 2017; IOM, 2017m; Micallef, 2017; 

Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017; Tinti, & Westcott, 2016).  

According to the European Political Strategy Centre (EPSC) (2017), around 630,000 refugees and irregular 

migrants arrived to Europe using the Central Mediterranean Route between 2011 and 2016. As of August 

2017, 99,127 people arrived in Italy by sea using this route, representing a 14 per cent decrease compared 

to the same period of the previous year (UNHCR, 2017t). In 2016, the majority of people that used this 

route were African migrants, mainly from Nigeria (21%), Eritrea (11%), Guinea (7%), /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ (7%), 

Gambia (7%), Senegal (6%), Mali (6%), Sudan (5%), and Somalia (4%). Interestingly, Bangladesh (4%) is 

Figure 6: Irregular Border Crossings on the Central Mediterranean Route 

Source: Frontex, 2017a 
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among the top ten nationalities of migrants that used the Central Mediterranean Route in 2016 (EPSC, 

2017). According to RMMS (2017a), an estimated 82-88% of individuals using this route are males, whereas 

females account for the remaining 12-18%.  

Migrants smuggled through Niger to Libya are considered highly vulnerable. Indeed, the Central 

Mediterranean Route is not only the most used by migrants trying to reach Europe: it is also the deadliest. 

Estimates from IOM (2016a) indicate that, in 2016, one person out of every twenty-three that used this 

route died. Indeed, travelling through the desert generally implies exposure to heat, cold, and dust as well 

as to food and water scarcity. Even if there are no data available on the people who perished during the 

smuggling in the Sahara, estimates indicate that more than 130,000 people have died in the desert along 

this route in the last six years (EPSC, 2017). Sailing in the Mediterranean Sea, in addition, is associated with 

high risk of drowning. Moreover, from Agadez onward, people are exposed to abuses, beatings, and torture 

by militias, security forces at checkpoints, and border police at the Libyan border (UNICEF, 2017a).  

As subset of the smuggled population, women (especially from Nigeria) and children (especially if 

unaccompanied) are considered particularly vulnerable as they face great risk of sexual abuse and 

abduction for trafficking purposes (IOM, 2017n; RMMS, 2017a; UNICEF, 2017a). Estimates indicate that 

nearly half of the women and children along this route experienced sexual abuse multiple times and in 

multiple places. Furthermore, sexual abuses appeared systematic and widespread at security check points 

and at the border with Libya. However, men are also sometimes victim of sexual violence and are often 

killed if they try to prevent it (UNICEF, 2017a). This situation of widespread abuses and rapes is concerning 

as it highly damages migrants on the move, causing mental and physical trauma, communicable disease 

infections (such as HIV/AIDS), as well as unwanted pregnancies.  

The number of Nigerian women and children that used the Central Mediterranean Route to get to Europe 

remarkably increased since 2011. According to IOM (2017n), around 80% of these Nigerian women are 

trafficking into of sexual exploitation in Europe (IOM, 2017n). This situation is quite concerning, especially 

given that, in Italy alone, there has been a 600% increase in the number of potential victims of trafficking 

for sexual exploitation coming from the Central Mediterranean Route. This upward trend continued in the 

first six months of 2017 (IOM, 2017n). Younger girls are increasingly involved in this business, and minors 

are at great risk of abuses along the route (IOM, 2017n; RMMS, 2017a; UNICEF, 2017a). Recently, there has 

been an upward trend in the number of unaccompanied minors along this route as well. From 2015 to 

2016, the number of unaccompanied minors more than doubled. Precisely, these minors represented 92% 

of the 28,223 children who reached Italy through the Central Mediterranean Route in 2016. Particularly, 

they are considered at high risk of violence, exploitation, and trafficking (RMMS, 2017; UNICEF, 2017a). 

Importantly, the abuses previously reported, as well as the trafficking and smuggling along this route, only 

happens once migrants moved toward Libya or Algeria (through the Sahara) after reaching the city of 

Agadez. The reason behind this situation is that most origin countries of migrants using the Central 

Mediterranean Route are member states of ECOWAS, which allow for the freedom of movement of 

persons in Niger. As such, migrants usually reach Agadez without major risks using public transportation. 

Depending on their country of origin, migrants can buy bus tickets from their country capital to Agadez, 

paying between 50 and 100 euros for this leg of the journey (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017).  

From Agadez, most migrants (300,000 in 2016) use a smuggling service directed north to Dirjou, Seguedine, 

Madama, Tummo, and Sebah in Libya. The average fee for this part of the journey is between 150 and 200 

USD. Instead, a minority of migrants (30,000 in 2016) use the route going east to Arlit in Niger, which 
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continues toward Assamaka, In-Guzzam, and Tamanrasset in Algeria. This route is cheaper, costing around 

100 USD (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017; Altai, 2015). Eventually, both routes merge in Libya, which 

is the main crossing point to Italy. In 2014, 83 per cent of boat arrivals in Italy departed from Libya (Altai, 

2015). Through the Sahara, transportation occurs mostly via Toyota Hilux cars or large trucks. While the trip 

on the Western Mediterranean Route takes an average of 10 days, the one on the Central Mediterranean 

Route as will be discussed has a shorter average duration of around 3-6 days (Frontex, 2016a; Tinti & 

Westcott, 2016).  

The smuggling network that manages migration on the route through Arlit is primarily composed by 

Tuareg. However, this route is not as popular as the route through Seguedine that directly connects Niger 

to Libya. In fact, the conflicts that started in 2016 between Tuareg and Tebou near the city of Ghat made 

the route through Arlit very dangerous. Instead, the Seguedine route is safer and is governed by the Tebou 

ethnic group; the Tebou with their militias and parts of the Nigerien National army have high influence in 

northern Niger and southern Libya (Micallef, 2017; Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017). Their network, 

which now has recruiters and brokers throughout West and East Africa, has grown rapidly (Micallef, 2017). 

Particularly, the smuggling networks that operate along the Central Mediterranean Route are affiliated 

along ethnic lines, with the groups Tebou and Tuareg managing most of this business (Frontex, 2016a; 

Micallef, 2017). These transnational ethnic groups can indeed encompass Nigerien borders and create 

networks across countries. In fact, despite nationality, the Tuareg and Tebou group can be found in Libya, 

Niger, Mali, Algeria, and Chad (Frontex, 2016a; Micallef, 2017; Tinti, & Westcott, 2016). In addition, 

facilitating the movement of people and goods across the Sahara and the Sahel has been the most 

important source of income for the traditionally marginalised tribes of the Sahara for centuries (Tinti, & 

Westcott, 2016; Frontex, 2016a).  

Although human smuggling networks are generally imagined as centralized, this is not the case. For the 

Central Mediterranean route, there is not a defined group or centralized authority that controls smuggling 

activities. Instead, smugglers are consistently reported to be proud freelancers rather than part of a 

broader organisation. Different actors operate largely independently, while part of a transnational chain 

that acts with different levels of flexibility (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017; Micallef, 2017; Frontex, 

2016a). This situation brings important policy implications, as it implies that networks are able to respond 

quickly to interdictions by rearranging their routes and operations. Moreover, given the multiple actors 

involved in this business, it is rather challenging from a policy perspective to arrest smugglers and to put an 

end to irregular immigration. Paradoxically, everything that a smuggler needs to operate is a car and the 

ability of travelling in the desert. As such, there are many drivers that move in and out of this business 

(Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017). For these reasons, operations aimed at stopping smuggling with 

restrictive measures often do not measure up to their objectives. Rather, they deviate current routes into 

other ones. For instance, securitization measures of the EU Trust Fund for Africa (EUTF) to curb human 

smuggling in Niger (and particularly in Agadez), by criminalising transport of migrants through the desert, 

were able to do so. However, these efforts were unable to stop smuggling entirely. In fact, this policy 

pushed migrants and smugglers into other more (figuratively) underground routes. It is possible that many 

of these new routes pass into the conflict zones of northern Mali with dire consequences for migrants 

(Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017). Moreover, another expected consequence of this criminalization is 

the escalation of violent ethnic conflicts between Tebou and Tuareg. The former are currently operating in 

Niger, while the latter are active in Mali. Given the current shift in smuggling routes, an escalation of violent 

conflicts over a shrinking and evolving market is very probable (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017). 

Note, however, that these unwanted consequences are primarily related to the portion of the EUTF that is 
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concerned with border management and securitization. Other spending of the EUTF related, for instance, 

to development initiatives, empowerment, capacity building, and poverty alleviation is considered key in 

positively addressing most issues that are currently affecting northern Niger and in providing people 

residing in this area with adequate livelihood alternatives.  

Situation in Libya and Possible Developments 

It should be noted that the last part of the Central Mediterranean Route is in Italy. After the Nigerien cities 

of Agadez and Seguedine, the journey along the Central Mediterranean Route usually continues toward 

Sabah and then Tripoli in Libya (IOM, 2017o). Subsequently, migrants eventually embark on a dangerous 

journey toward Europe across the Mediterranean on boat. Typically, these boat trips cost between 1,500 

and 1,900 USD per person. Moreover, this money is usually extorted by force (RHIPTO, 2015). Interestingly, 

most migrants on the Central Mediterranean Route develop the desire to move further to Italy and Europe 

only once they arrive in Libya. This situation can be explained by the violence and abuses that migrants face 

in the country. Particularly, these threats often push migrants to migrate further towards Europe (MEDMIG, 

2016; Svoboda, 2016).  

Since the beginning of the Libyan civil war in 2011, Libya has been unstable (Amnesty International, 2017). 

No Libyan authority or institution is able to exercise any control over the militias which act with impunity, 

causing a general situation of civil war (ECFR, 2017; Human Rights Watch, 2017). This situation of violence 

and instability brought major changes in the migratory patterns of the country (Migration Policy Centre, 

2013c). For instance, before the civil war, Libya was prominently characterized by South-South and circular 

labour migration. Moreover, migrants have been attracted to Libya to work in the oil sector since 1960 

(UNHCR, 2017w; Migration Policy Centre, 2013c). Prior to the 2011 crisis, it was estimated that 2.5 million 

migrants were living in Libya, largely making it a destination country (Migration Policy Centre, 2013c). 

Nowadays, however, Libya is mostly a transit country and acts as the main gateway to Europe (UNHCR, 

2017w).  

The Libyan political situation caused a remarkable increase in human smuggling and trafficking operations 

in the country. In Libya, the industry that gravitates around these businesses acts with varying degrees of 

fluidity and efficiency, and it has fully developed since 2013. At present, it is suggested that human 

smuggling and human trafficking are the most lucrative businesses of the country (Micallef, 2017). In 2015, 

the revenues raised from migrants smuggling and trafficking in Libya were estimated between USD 155 and 

323 million. In comparison, revenues were USD 15-20 million for drugs trade and USD 15-30 million for 

arms trade (RHIPTO, 2015). The revenues raised from the trade in human beings fills the economy of local 

institutions and state functions, such as military and police. Moreover, it constitutes an integral part of the 

Libyan political economy (Micallef, 2017; Tinti & Westcott, 2016). According to OHCHR (2016), the 

Government Department for Combatting Illegal Immigration runs twenty-four of the thirty-four detention 

centers identified in Libya (UNICEF, 2017a). Indeed, Libyan police and security forces are believed to have 

fully penetrated this business, and corruption is now systemic and institutionalized (Micallef, 2017; UNHCR, 

2017w; OHCHR, 2016).  

Libya is able to raise such high revenues through trafficking and smuggling, particularly because migrants 

are exploited as a natural resource (Micallef, 2017). The techniques of Libyan police and security forces 

include torture, beatings, sexual exploitation, forced labor, and slavery (OHCHR, 2016). In these Libyan 

camps and prisons, human rights abuses (affecting women, men, and children) are the norm (UNICEF, 

2017). Once in Libya, most migrants are reported to be captured and abused by security forces or militias; 
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others are held for ransom in either camps or prisons (Amnesty International, 2017; Human Rights Watch, 

2017; UNHCR, 2017w; UNICEF, 2017a; UNICEF-REACH, 2017; Micallef, 2017; Amnesty International 2016; 

OHCHR, 2016; Tinti & Westcott, 2016; Amnesty International, 2015). Specifically, once in those camps, men 

are often used for forced labour or held for ransom. Ransoms gravitate between 2,000 and 10,000 dollars. 

They are paid through the hawala system or money transfers agencies such as the West Bank (Micallef, 

2017; UNHCR, 2017w). Moreover, women and girls are reportedly used for forced prostitution and sexual 

exploitation, sometimes for even for periods of years (Micallef, 2017; UNHCR, 2017w; UNICEF, 2017a; 

UNICEF-REACH, 2017; OHCHR, 2016). 

Future developments of the Libyan context are considered key in predicting future migration trends along 

the Central Mediterranean Route. The situation in Libya is deteriorating, and the number of migrants 

transiting in the country peaked in the last three years (see Figure 6). To stem human smuggling business 

and prevent migrants from travelling on to Europe, the Libyan Government has requested EUR 800 million. 

In this regard, the EU has currently allocated EUR 200 million, while Italy alone has paid an additional EUR 

200 million (ACAPS & ICRC, 2017). In the following paragraphs, some speculations will be made regarding 

possible future ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻǎ ƛƴ [ƛōȅŀΦ bƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ά[ƛōȅŀΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǳƴŎŜrtain than ever at the 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘέ όaƛŎŀƭƭŜŦΣ нлмтΦ ǇΦ рлύΦ 

What is almost certain about the mid-term outlook of Libya is that violent conflicts will continue, as the 

numerous local conflicts prevent the development of a lasting solution (Mitchell, 2017; Pusztai, 2014). Only 

small and slow progresses can be expected. In the coming years, the security situation will, at best, remain 

the same (Pusztai, 2014). These predictions are strengthened by the most recent developments in Libya. As 

of August 2017, the security situation continued to degrade, and clashes between militias and tribal armed 

groups have worsened in many areas of the country (UN Security Council, 2017). Governance and economic 

outlooks are predicted to improve slowly over time. However, this is likely only to be possible if the oil 

sector recovers without major setbacks. Alternatively, the Libyan government will lack the monetary 

resources to pay state employees and militias, causing even higher incidences of poverty, instability, and 

conflicts (Pusztai, 2014). In this landscape, the plan by EU and Italy to reduce migration flows from Libya 

risks to destabilize the country even further. The crackdown of smuggling activities could potentially lead to 

major fights for control over resources, eventually increasing the power of terrorist groups operating in the 

Sahel (Micallef, 2017). In addition, investing, and cooperating with a government with such high levels of 

corruption should carefully be considered. At best, in the future, the short-sighted efforts of the EU in Libya 

will result temporary reductions of migrations streams from Libya. At worst, they will cause violent conflicts 

between groups to gain control over a shrinking market (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017).  

At this stage, is important ǘƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ōȅ нлрлΣ ŀƴŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 

development is predicted to increase (Dadush, Demetrzis, & Wolff, 2017). For these reasons, migration in 

and out of Africa is likely to increase in the future. This is in line with the migration transition theories, 

which illustrate how development, demographic pressures, and social transformations foster migration 

streams by increasing the capabilities and aspirations of individuals to migrate (Flahaux & De Haas, 2016; 

Skeldon, 2012; Zelinsky, 1971). Hence, despite the possible developments in Libya, people will continue to 

seek safety in Europe. Migration will continue beyond any restrictions, push-backs, or border controls 

(UNHCR, 2017x).  

3.2  The Western Mediterranean Route  
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The Western Mediterranean Route 

connects Morocco to Spain. Migrants 

on this route can reach the Spanish 

enclaves (Ceuta and Melilla) via land or 

continental Spain via sea (Urso, 2017). 

Since 2005, this route has been an 

important entry point to Europe 

(Frontex, 2017c). However, since 1990, 

irregular migration to Spain via this 

route has started (Carling, 2007). The 

growing importance of this transit path 

can be partially attributed to the 

development of better and more 

specialised smuggling services that 

evolved during the years (Carling, 

2007). Historically, the Western 

Mediterranean Route was mostly used 

by economic migrants from Morocco and Algeria. However, with the increasing violent conflicts in Mali, 

Sudan, Cameroon, Nigeria, Chad, and CAR, the number of West African migrants using the Western 

Mediterranean Route has increased. In 2015, Syrians represented the biggest share of irregular crossings 

on this route (Frontex, 2017c). In 2017, however, the most common origin countries of land and sea arrivals 

in Spain were Guinea (21.6%), /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ (19.3%), Gambia (11.6%), Syria (10.2%), Morocco (9.5%), and 

Algeria (7.7%) (UNHCR, 2017v). Almost all migrants irregularly crossing these borders are men (Urso, 2017). 

Generally, migrants enter Algeria and 

move into the Western Mediterranean 

route either from Niger or Mali. However, 

given that human mobility in Niger has 

already been addressed in the section on 

the Central Mediterranean Route, this 

chapter will focus on Mali. Since 2000, 

Mali has become an important transit 

country for migrants trying to reach 

North Africa and, to a lesser extent, 

Europe (Urso, 2017; ICMPD & IOM, 2015; 

IOM, 2013a; CARIM, 2010; ICMPD, 2010). 

The northern part of the country is 

lawless, and the ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

absent. Since a rebellion and a military 

coup in 2012, the Malian government lost 

control over the northern cities of 

Timbuktu, Kidal, and Gao, which are also 

amongst the most prominent hubs for 

irregular migration in the country (Altai, 

2015). 

Source: Frontex, 2017c 

 

Figure 7: Irregular Maritime Crossings on the Western 
Mediterranean Route 

Source: Frontex, 2017c 

 

Figure 8: Routes through Mali 

Source: Frontex, 2016 
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In this regard, human smuggling is rampant in Mali, which has become an important transit country for 

West African migrants (RMMS, 2017; Urso, 2017; Frontex, 2016a; Carling, 2016a; IOM, 2013a). As shown in 

Figure 8, the capital Bamako is the most important centre for human smuggling in the country (Carling, 

2016a). From there, migrants head either north or east toward Ouagadougou, the capital of Burkina Faso, 

and then ƻƴ ǘƻ bƛƎŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΣ Niamey (Frontex, 2016a; Carling, 2016a; RMMS, 2017). Going north means 

that migrants continue their journey on the Western Mediterranean Route, ending up in the cities of Gao 

or Timbuktu (RMMS, 2017). 

The journey towards Gao and Timbuktu is usually legal, as most migrants transiting in Mali are citizens of an 

ECOWAS member state. These migrants usually use commercial bus companies, and depending on the 

country of origin, they can reach Gao on air-conditioned buses for between USD 50 and 100 (Molenaar & El 

Kamouni-Janssen, 2017). Migration becomes irregular only when migrants cross the Algerian border 

without the needed documentation. Quite frequently, though, ECOWAS migrants transiting in Mali do not 

have the proper documentation (e.g. ECOWAS passport), in which case their migration is already irregular 

within Mali (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017; Carling, 2016a). This can happen for many reasons, 

among which administrative and bureaucratic challenges are amongst the most prominent. Importantly, 

Malian nationals do not need a visa to enter Algeria. As such, their migration becomes irregular only when 

they cross the border with Libya or Morocco without the required documents (Carling, 2016a). 

Once in Gao and Timbuktu, migrants rely on smuggling services to move further, particularly because 

commercial bus companies do not go any further north (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017). In this 

regard, Gao is currently a prominent human smuggling and human trafficking hub (Carling, 2016a; Smith, 

2015 IOM 2013; UNODC, 2012). In 2016 alone, between 30,000 and 40,000 migrants were estimated to 

have travelled from Gao to Algeria (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017). Estimates also indicate that 

around 900 irregular migrants pass through this city each month on their way north (Smith, 2015). From 

Gao, migrants generally travel on to Sabha in Libya, thus entering the Central Mediterranean Route, or to 

Tamanrasset in Algeria to continue their journey along the Western Mediterranean Route (Molenaar & El 

Kamouni-Janssen, 2017). This latter part of the journey is expensive, costing an average of USD 1,500. A 

minority of migrants transiting in Mali on their way north does so through Timbuktu. From there, they 

continue their journey on the ancient salt route through Algeria (Frontex, 2016a). However, this route has 

been detected only recently, and information about it is limited (Urso, 2017). 

The Malian human smuggling network is fluid. It includes a variety of actors and individuals linked by tight 

business relationships. The stakeholders involved in this business vary from individual entrepreneurs, to 

ethnic groups, extremist and terrorist groups, and members of political parties (Molenaar & El Kamouni-

Janssen, 2017; Frontex, 2016a). Furthermore, Malian networks are transnational, and their influence 

extends beyond Malian borders to ensure the highest possible success rate of the network. People from 

this human smuggling network contact migrants in focal points, such as markets or bus stops. It is 

predominantly in the city of Gao that they offer their services to migrants. However, from Timbuktu and 

Gao, the journey across the Sahara Desert is very dangerous, and smuggled migrants face high risks of 

kidnap, violence, abuses, and trafficking (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017; Frontex, 2016a; IOM, 

2013a). Particularly, the desert that divides northern Mali from southern Algeria and Libya is mostly 

controlled by extremist groups that collect their revenues from human smuggling and human trafficking 

activities (Frontex, 2016a). Geographically, most human trafficking in Mali happens in the northern cities of 

Gao, Meaka, and Kindal. Another strategic point was identified in the city of Tessalit, close to the Algerian 

border (RHIPTO, 2015). In this regard, smuggled migrants are particularly vulnerable to trafficking. For 

them, the risks of becoming VoTs are considerably high in comparison to the rest of the population (IOM, 
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2013a). Particularly, women on the move have high risks associated with becoming trafficking for sexual 

exploitation (US Department of State, 2017a).  

3.3  The Western African Route  

The Western African Route connects 

Senegal, Mauritania, and Morocco to 

the Spanish Canary Islands. Historically, 

this has been one of the most popular 

routes for irregularly entering Europe 

(Frontex, 2017b; Altai, 2015; UNODC, 

2010). Specifically, it has mostly been 

used by Moroccans and Senegalese but 

also by Nigerien, Malian, and Nigerian 

nationals. The journey along the 

Western African Route is particularly 

dangerous, and it is travelled by 

migrants on long wooden fishing boats 

(cayucos) or smaller fishing boats 

(pateras) (Frontex, 2017b). However, an 

estimated 40% of boats crossings on this 

route are unsuccessful. In 2006 alone, at 

least 1,035 people died on this route 

(UNODC, 2010).  

The primary transit country for this 

route is Mauritania. In fact, its porous 

borders surely facilitate irregular 

crossings. In 2016, in Mauritania, there 

were only 47 border posts along the 

5,000km of land borders and 800km of 

coastline (IOM, 2016a). Moreover, the 

capital Nouakchott is a key city for 

irregular migration. From there, 

migrants reach northern destinations in 

Western Sahara, Morocco, and the 

Spanish African enclaves Ceuta and 

Melilla (UNODC, 2013). Nouakchott is 

also connected to Gao in Mali, along a 

major connecting land route for 

irregular and mixed migration. 

Nouadhibou, a northern Mauritanian 

coastal city, was designated as a migration hub along minor routes to the same northern destinations 

(UONDC, 2013). Similarly, Saint Luis in Senegal was ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ /ŀƴŀǊȅ LǎƭŀƴŘǎ 

(UNODC, 2012).  

Figure 10: Irregular Borders Crossings on the Western African Route 

Source: Frontex, 2017b 

Figure 9: The Western African Route 

Source: Altai, 2015 
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As showed in Figure 10, the number of irregular crossings along this route peaked in 2006 at almost 32,000. 

This figure, however, has dropped steeply in the years following and was at just 170 irregular crossings in 

2012. The latest figures of 2016 also report low numbers, stabilizing around 670 irregular crossings 

(Frontex, 2017b). This sizable decrease is largely due to coordinated border management efforts like SEA 

HORSE or Operation Hera (Frontex, 2017b; ICMPD & IOM, 2015; UNODC, 2013). Given these low numbers, 

the Western African Route is not a fully active migration route at present. However, according to UNODC 

(2012), it could be re-activated by either regional instability and conflicts or by a drop in vigilance and 

border management efforts. 

3.4  The A ir Route  

Amongst the possible routes connecting West and Central Africa to Europe, there is the Air Route, which is 

mostly used by migrants that can afford it (Altai, 2015). This route particularly comprises all the possible 

flights that migrants from West and Central Africa can use to reach Europe. According to Frontex (2017d), 

operations related to air routes presents unique challenges from the perspective of European states 

(Frontex, 2017d). Most migrants using air routes enter Europe with a valid visa. Hence, there is nothing 

irregular about their migration in the beginning, and it is only after the overstay of their permit that they 

move into an irregular status (Frontex 2017a; 

Frontex, 2016; Altai, 2015). For this reason, 

irregular migration along air routes is hard to 

detect. However, in some instances, migrants 

might use false travel documents, in which cases 

prevention is easier (Frontex, 2016). 

Asides from the concern of regular or a fake 

travel documents, it is very likely that migrants 

get their passports and visas with the help of 

criminal organisations in their country of origin 

(Frontex 2017a; Frontex, 2016; Altai, 2015). For 

instance, in Ghana, there are well-organized 

smuggling groups that facilitate irregular 

migration through air routes to Europe. They are 

able to forge embarkation/disembarkation 

stamps, biodata pages, and visas (Frontex, 2016). 

Similarly, in Nigeria, smuggling services provide 

forged passports, visas, flight tickets, and even 

advisory services for border-crossing (Altai, 2015). 

These smuggling services are able to organize 

irregular air departures for multiple destinations 

and to provide nationals and internationals 

forged passports in less than three weeks. Fees 

for Nigerian passports can reach prices up to 

USD 1,000 (Altai, 2015). In 2015, more than 

500 Nigerians were detected with fraudulent 

Figure 11: The Air Route 

Source: Frontex, 2016 
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documents, representing the second biggest group reported for document fraud in the Schengen area. 

However, these numbers are a decrease from 2014; this trend is mostly attributed to the suspension of 

flights between Rome Fiumicino and Lagos (Frontex, 2016).                                                                               

 As shown in Figure 11, there are many airports of concern. Above all, Dakar International Airport in 

Senegal is the most used by migrants that try to reach the Schengen area with forged documents. 

Following, a high number of Moroccans have recently travelled with fraudulent documents from the airport 

of Casablanca in Morocco, with the main destination being Rome Fiumicino (Frontex, 2016). In total, 

around 1,500 West, Central, and North African migrants traveling into the Schengen area with fraudulent 

documents were identified in 2014. In 2015, this figure reduced by 14%, dropped to 1,340 migrants. 

Similarly, there has been a declining trend in the first half of 2016 (Frontex, 2016a). The most commonly 

forged documents were Senegalese, Guinean, and Nigerian passports. However, passports from Congo, 

Morocco, and Ghana have also been abused frequently (Frontex, 2016a).  

4  Policy Responses to Migration in West and Central 

Africa  

4.1  Relevant National Policies and Stakeholders  

Global migration governance is highly complex, can be both formal and informal, and involves actors and 

institutions at various levels, including, for instance, local, regional, national, bilateral, inter-regional and 

multilateral levels (Betts, 2011). Different actors are involved in migration management and governance in 

West and Central Africa. This section aims to provide an overview of the main stakeholders and their 

actions and policies regarding various forms of migration; the discussion includes national, regional, and 

international stakeholders and frameworks. One should note that in addition to these stakeholders, many 

other actors, for instance from development cooperation, are active in West and Central Africa. It is, 

however, beyond the scope of this report to also map these.15 Good practices in West and Central African 

migration governance are detailed in Annex H.  

4.1.1  Burkina Faso  

.ǳǊƪƛƴŀ CŀǎƻΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΦ ! ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

limited supplementary policy developments hinder the establishment of an official national migration 

policy. However, a National Migration Strategy covering the years 2014-2025 was drafted in order to fill 

the missing gaps (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). The document still has to be formally adopted by the Council of 

Ministers of Burkina Faso (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Generally, Burkina Faso has ratified the majority of 

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ (see Table 6). Besides these 

global conventions and UN protocols, the country is also bound by African leƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 9/h²!{Ω 

founding treaty (1975) and all subsequent protocols concerning residence and the free movement of 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΦ hƭŘ ōƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ όмфслύΣ bƛƎŜǊ όмфспύΣ ŀƴŘ aŀƭƛ όмфсфύ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 

regarded as valid (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

.ǳǊƪƛƴŀ CŀǎƻΩǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

stakeholders: the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Cooperation (which develops emigration policy); 

                                                           
15 For more details in this regard, it may be useful to further consult ICMPD & IOM (2015).  
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the Ministry of Territorial Administration and Security (which in charge of management of immigration); 

the Ministry of Public Employment, Labour, and Social Security (which provides certification of work 

contracts of foreigners); the Ministry of Economy and Finances (which oversees the development of the 

National Migration Strategy); the Ministry of Women, National Solidarity, and Family (which is responsible 

for anti-trafficking efforts); as well as the Ministry of Women and Gender Affairs (which promotes women 

and gender rights) (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). It should be noted that Art. 596 of Burkina Faso's penal code 

prohibits slavery, whereas Art. 597 and 653 prohibit the trafficking of women and children. Also, despite 

being one of the poorest countries in the world, Burkina Faso is said to accept the resettlement of refugees 

ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ άburden sharing in the framework of inter-African solidarity to which it has constantly been 

ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘέ (Government of Burkina Faso, 2002). Lastly, dual citizenship is permitted in Burkina Faso 

(Bronwen, 2010).  

Gaps  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ όǊŜŎŜƴǘύ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ .ǳǊƪƛƴŀ CŀǎƻΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ όǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

internal migration, and internal displacement), thus limiting the extent of the country's evidence-based 

migration policies. As previously mentioned, the national government of Burkina Faso is currently trying to 

fulfil its obligations stemming from its migration policy framework. However, it has not done so sufficiently 

and needs to do so to a greater extent. The signing of the UN Human Trafficking and Human Smuggling 

Protocol, for example, does not prevent irregular migration from happening as long as the 3,200km long 

border of Burkina Faso is only protected by 19 border control posts and 300 border employees (Reitano, 

Adal, & Sha, 2014; IOM, 2017j). The national government of Burkina Faso tried to halt (forced) child labour 

by adopting a national plan; however, there was no efficient the allocation of funding, so a plan could not 

be effectively implemented. Moreover, while an overarching migration policy is missing, the existing 

legislation lacks a link to migration and development and emigration policies.   

4.1.2  The Central African Republic  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /Φ ¢Φ /ŀƭƭ όнлммύΣ ŀ ϦŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜέ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƎŀǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛs unable to fill: capacity (when the state 

is incapable of delivering basic goods and services); security (when the state loses the monopoly on the 

legitimate use of violence); and legitimacy (when a significant portion of society rejects the regulating 

power). The CAR is generally unable to fill any of these three ƎŀǇǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ άfailedέ ƻǊ 

άŦǊŀƎƛƭŜέ state (IDMC, 2014a). Given this situation, it is not surprising that most of the efforts by the UN, 

IOM, and UNHCR in the CAR are not related to migration management, or legislative frameworks per se, 

but are instead centred around the reduction of violence and peace building (IOM, 2017k; UN Security 

Council, 2016a). Additionally, this situation can explain, at least partially, why there is no migration 

management plan in the CAR. Dialogues in this regard started in March 2017, and it is too early to talk 

about any results or future developments. 

However, the Migration EU Expertise (MEUX) team identified the Ministry of Interior, Public Security and 

Territorial Administration; the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, African Integration, and Central Africans Abroad; 

as well as the Ministry of Territorial Administration and Decentralization as key stakeholders for future 

migration policy management (ICMPD, 2017). Together with other IOs, these ministries will be involved in 

developing a multi-stakeholder migration management plan for the CAR. In fact, non-governmental actors 

have vital functions in many areas related to migration management in CAR. With IOM and UNHCR being 

the most prominent in this regard, non-governmental stakeholders are essential and have a monitoring role 

in the development and implementation of migration-related policies, especially related to IDPs and 

refugees (UN Security Council, 2016a).  
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The CAR is part of ECCAS, and ECCAS' protocol for the free movement of persons prescribes freedom of 

residence and establishment for all ECCAS citizens in any country of the region. However, this is effective 

only in Cameroon, Chad, Congo, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. In CAR, visas are still required 

and the free movement protocol is not yet implemented (UNECA, n.d., d). Moreover, the CARΩǎ 

government has not yet ratified any of the most important ILO conventions regarding labour migration. In 

fact, none of the following conventions has been ratified nor have actions been taken in their regard 

(OHCHR, 2017b; ILO, 2017a).  

¶ 1949 Migration for Employment Convention (no. 97) ς ILO 

¶ 1975 Migrant Workers Convention (no. 143) ς ILO 

¶ 1990 UN International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 

Members of Their Families  

¶ 1997 Private Employment Agencies Convention (no.181) ς ILO 

Though CAR allows for double citizenship (Bronwen, 2010), little is known about ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩs diaspora 

(IOM, 2014b). Indeed, there are no data on such remittances. Moreover, the legislative framework in this 

regard appears lacking, as also illustrated by the non-ratification of the previously mentioned conventions 

(IOM, 2014b; World Bank, 2017). 

The CAR government has instead ratified both the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees 

and the 1967 Protocol (UNHCR, 2015a), indicating a good practice with respect to refugees and asylum 

seekers. Moreover, as prescribed by the 1990 Constitution and the 2007 Refugee Law, refugees enjoy 

freedom of movement as well as equal access to the labour market, to schools, and to services such as 

healthcare (US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants, 2008). Similarly, the CAR government shows a 

good legislative framework in respect to trafficking and smuggling, as it has ratified both the 2000 UN 

Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air and the 2000 UN Protocol to Prevent, 

Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children (UNODC, 2017b; US 

Department of Labor, 2017). Moreover, Article 151 of the country's penal code criminalizes all instances of 

trafficking, and offences can be punished with life imprisonment and hard work. To investigate and 

coordinate the efforts to address human trafficking, an inter-ministerial Committee to Combat Human 

Trafficking, overseen by the Ministry of Public Security, is in place. Nonetheless, this legislative framework 

is almost never implemented, the previously mentioned administrative organ is not making any noticeable 

effort to fight trafficking. As such, human traffickers act by large with impunity (US Department of Labor, 

2017; US Department of State, 2017a). 

Gaps  

The main gap in the CAR regards data collection and statistics. Indeed, there are no data on legal labour 

immigration and emigration (IOM, 2014b), and the latest figures on private remittances are from 1993 

(World Bank, 2017a). Similarly, data are lacking on irregular migration, and the scope of human smuggling 

and human trafficking in the country is unknown (US Department of State, 2017a; IOM, 2014b). This lack of 

data highly constrains any possible effort in developing ad-hoc policies for the achievement of regular and 

orderly migration in the CAR. A second gap arises within the existing policy framework for migration. 

Particularly, the CAR has not ratified any of the most important international conventions for labour 

immigration and emigration (OHCHR, 2017a; ILO, 2017a). Therefore, the most important legal instruments 

for regular migration are missing. As identified by Ratha & Shaw (2007), this situation naturally pushes 

migrants to move and work irregularly. 
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Another gap in the CAR migration management context is linked to the non-implementation of existing 

laws and policies (IOM, 2014b). Specifically, the legal framework to combat trafficking and smuggling and to 

defend the rights of children is fully developed, though nearly never implemented. Therefore, human 

traffickers and exploiters act with law impunity in the CAR, and this business is considered to be prominent 

(US Department of State, 2017a). Lastly, due to the continuous attacks of armed groups to UN, IOs, and 

NGOs in the region, delivering humanitarian aid is increasingly challenging (FAO, 2017; UNHCR, 2017q). 

Moreover, this gap in the aid delivering system is worsened by the fact that most of the projects and 

mission within CAR are underfinanced and lack the economic resources needed to work efficiently. 

4.1.3  Chad  

Chad has no overarching policy framework linking migration and development (IOM, 2007). Moreover, little 

is known about relevant stakeholders in regards to migration in Chad. However, the country has different 

legislations regarding migration management. Regarding regular immigration, the government of Chad has 

regulations related to entry, stay, and permanence of foreigners, which can happen only to prior visa 

release (US Department of State, 2017b). Moreover, in principle, foreign workers are subject to the same 

rights and duties of Chad nationals (CARIM, 2009a). Foreigners can be naturalized after 15 years of 

residence in Chad, but only if they have good health and good morals (Immigration and Refugee Board of 

Canada, 2007). In the writing of this report, nearly no information could be found regarding Chad's 

emigration and diaspora policies. Apparently, there are no policies nor legislative frameworks linking 

emigration and development. This could be partially related to the fact that Chad is not a country of 

significant emigration (IOM, 2007). Importantly, Chadians do not enjoy the right of dual citizenship 

(Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 2007). 

At present, the Chadian government has not ratified any of the most important ILO conventions regarding 

labour migration. This instance indicates a gap, specifically related to the lack of regulations for regular 

labour immigration and emigration, in the migration management context.  In fact, none of the following 

conventions has been ratified nor have actions been taken in their regard (ILO, 2017a; OHCHR, 2017b).  

¶ 1949 Migration for Employment Convention (no. 97) ς ILO 

¶ 1975 Migrant Workers Convention (no. 143) ς ILO 

¶ 1990 UN International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 

Members of Their Families (signed in 2012, but not yet ratified) 

¶ 1997 Private Employment Agencies Convention (no.181) ς ILO 

At the regional level, the most important regulations for regular immigration and emigration are those 

settled by the ECCAS and the CEMAC. In fact, these two communities were created to enhance cooperation 

and exchange among their members. In this context, Chad is one of the few countries of these communities 

that fully implemented the stipulations regarding the free movement of persons (UNECA, 2017). 

Regarding the protection of IDPs, Chad has ratified the 2011 Kampala Convention and has started to 

develop a framework to ensure the protection and the assistance of IDPs (IDMC, 2013a). In this respect, the 

most important stakeholder is the National Commission for the Reception and Reinsertion of Refugees and 

Repatriation, which has played an important role in assisting IDPs in the last years (ICRC, 2015). At the end 

of 2013, however, the framework to protect and assist IDPs as prescribed by the Kampala Convention had 

yet to be developed (IDMC, 2013a). Moreover, at the national level, Chad has no existing law to describe 

the granting of asylum and refugee status. Yet, the government has a system for the protection of refugees; 
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Chad has also ratified both the 1951 Convention relating the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol 

(UNHCR, 2015a; US Department of State, 2013).  

Chad, however, does not display good practice with respect to human smuggling and human trafficking. 

Specifically, the country's government has ratified the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking 

in Persons, Especially Women and Children, but the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, 

Sea, and Air remains unratified (UNDOC, 2017b). At the national level, there are no laws that criminalize 

and punish trafficking offences, indicating another significant gap in the Chadian legislative framework. 

Furthermore, the various articles of the Labour Code and the country's 1996/2005 Constitution that 

prohibit crimes related to trafficking (such as forced labour, slavery, and labour exploitation) do not entail 

sufficiently stringent punishments to deter such crimes from happening (US Department of State, 2017b).  

Gaps  

Firstly, it stands out that a gap in the context of Chad's migration is related to data collection (IOM, 2007). 

This lack of information on the scope of immigration or emigration (also irregular migration) in Chad highly 

constrains opportunities for evidence-based policymaking. Additionally, in the last 10 years, only one 

migration profile on Chad has been made, and the most recent information available on remittances sent 

to and from Chad dates back to 1994 (IOM, 2007; World Bank, 2017a). Moreover, several gaps have been 

identified in relation to Chad's legal framework of migration. Firstly, there is no national regulation to grant 

status to refugees and asylum seekers (US Department of State, 2013). Additionally, although Chad is an 

important transit country for migrants, the government has not signed any international conventions 

against smuggling (UNODC, 2017). Similarly, the Chadian government has not signed any of the most 

important ILO conventions concerning labour immigration and labour emigration (ILO, 2017a; OHCHR, 

2017b). Lastly, there are no national legislations in Chad that prohibit or criminalize trafficking in human 

beings (US Department of State, 2017a). 

4.1.4  Gambia  

Though Gambia lacks a comprehensive national migration framework, the government has passed a 

number of policies and created significant plans related to migrationΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

Agenda includes a section that links migration and development. Relevant governmental stakeholders 

include the Gambia Immigration Department (issues visas and passport, manages naturalization);  the 

Gambia Bureau of Statistics (publishes migration statistics); the National Agency against Trafficking in 

Persons (investigates trafficking); the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation, and Gambians 

Abroad (provides consular assistance, manages international migration agreements); the Department of 

Social Welfare (assists child VoTs); the Department of Labour Employment Unit (manages the foreign 

workforce); the Ministry of Youth and Sports (raises awareness of risks of irregular migration, runs youth 

programs); as well as the Central Bank of Gambia (publishes statistics on remittances) (ICMPD & IOM, 

2015).  

DŀƳōƛŀΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ LƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ !ŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ϧ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ 

Act, the Payroll and Labour Acts, the Trafficking ƛƴ tŜǊǎƻƴǎ !ŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ wŜŦǳƎŜŜ !ŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Tourism Offences Act. The Nationality & Citizenship Act, in addition to the Immigration Act, are the two 

main policies addressing immigration to Gambia. The Immigration Act creates the regulations related to 

entry and residence for both ECOWAS and non-ECOWAS nationals, while the Nationality & Citizenship Act 

describes the naturalization process for becoming Gambia. The 2008 Refugee Act created the Gambia 
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Commission for Refugees and provides provisions for managing refugees. Moreover, Gambia has 

regulations on foreign labour. In particular, the Labour Act defines the legislation for labour immigration 

and the migrant workforce, while the Payroll Act determines the tax rate for employers of migrant workers. 

Finally, Gambia has protections against trafficking in persons, especially children. The 2007 Trafficking in 

Persons Act defines trafficking in persons, criminalizes offenses by between fifteen years to life in prison, 

and provides protections for VoTs. In terms of the protection of children, the 2004 Children's Act especially 

prohibits and criminalizes the trafficking of children. Moreover, Gambia's 2003 Tourism Offences Act 

addresses offenses made by tourists to the country (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). The act is a response to the 

country's high rates of sex tourism by child sex tourists from the UK, Germany, Scandinavia, the 

Netherlands, and Canada (US Department of State, 2017a). Particularly, it criminalizes children trafficking 

and sexual offences made against children on behalf of tourists to Gambia, especially for purposes of sex 

tourism (ICMPD & IOM, 2015).  

In terms of international agreements, Gambia is party to ECOWAS regulations and its 1975 Treaty. The 

country has also signed the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol as 

well as the 2000 UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocols to Prevent, 

Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children and against the Smuggling of 

Migrants by Land, Sea, and Air. The country has also ratified the 1966 International Convention on Civil and 

Political Rights; the 1966 International Convention on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights; the 1979 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; as well as the 1989 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Additionally, Gambia is party to a number of 

bilateral agreements: 

¶ With Spain (2006), on irregular migration and protection of irregular migrants 

¶ With Italy (2010), on irregular migration and protection of irregular migrants 

¶ With Qatar (2010), on regulating employment, the provision of labour-related information, and the 

sending of remittances 

¶ With Senegal, on fighting instances of cross-border trafficking 

¶ And with Taiwan (2012), on the prevention of trafficking in persons (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

Gaps  

The analysis of migration-related situations in Gambia demonstrates a lack of detailed information and 

research, especially in areas such as internal migration, internal displacement, and irregular migration. This 

could negatively impact the prospects of evidence-based policymaking for Gambia. In addition to this, a 

review of Gambia's existing policies and laws related to migration reveals significant gaps in the country's 

migration management. Since human trafficking remains a serious problem, the US Department of State 

(2017a) recommends that Gambia investigate and prosecute traffickers with severe sentences. 

Enforcement especially remains a challenge. Largely due to inadequate training on human trafficking issues, 

authorities often consider alleged sex trafficking cases as rape and investigate them as such. Corruption of 

law enforcement agencies also remains a problem. Improvements would require adequate trainings for law 

enforcement officials. In addition, Gambia should amend its labour laws, extending it to also include 

domestic workers (US Department of State, 2017a). Finally, the country lacks clear policies related to the 

protection of migrant workers, the criminalization of forced labour, the regulation of domestic labour, or 

the diaspora relations. The IOM also recommends that policymakers coordinate with researchers in order 

to ensure that migration policies are oriented at migrant wellbeing (Carling, 2016b).  
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4.1.5  Ghana  

The Ghanaian Government recently presented its approach to migration management in the National 

Migration Policy for Ghana (Ministry of the Interior, 2016), which provides a fairly comprehensive approach 

to migration policy and integrates it with the countǊȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ 

(NMP) explicitly connects the different kinds of migratory movements and their impacts with development 

issues like urbanisation and socio-ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ bƻǘŀōƭŜ ƛǎ DƘŀƴŀΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎts of 

emigration on the human capital of the emigrants and their home country (in terms of brain 

drain/gain/waste). The institutional framework outlined by the NMP is quite extensive in terms of the 

scope of government agencies and organisations it involves across each strategic area of concern (Ministry 

of the Interior, 2016). 

The Ministry of Interior acts as a key stakeholder in migration governance in Ghana as it is responsible for 

the formulation of policies and the regulation of the large bulk of migration problems and issues within 

Ghana. Services, groups, and boards such as the Ghana Immigration Service (GIS), the Ghana Refugee Board 

(GRB), and the Migration Unit all work and operate under the Ministry of Interior, which supervises the 

activities of the agencies. The Ghana Refugee Board works in collaboration with UNCHR and is responsible 

for the management of refugee and asylum related issues within the country, in accordance with the UN 

convention on refugees as well as the ECOWAS protocol on refugees (SIHMA, 2014).  

The Diaspora Affairs Bureau (DAB) operates as part of the legal branch in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Regional Integration. DAB is a collaboration from the IDF, the German Development Cooperation, and the 

Government of Ghana. It has two support units ς the Diaspora Support Unit and the Migration and 

Development Unit (MDU). These units are tasked with managing a databank on the diaspora in 

combination with promoting policies that encourage diaspora investment within Ghana (SIHMA, 2014). 

Moreover, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration is the ministry responsible for Ghanaians 

that live abroad as all Ghanaian embassies that are in foreign nations operate under the Ministry and 

Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration. The embassies also manage and operate a database of Ghanaians 

who live abroad in combination with a DAB for Ghanaians who are living in the diaspora.  

The mandate of the Ghana Immigration Service (GIS) covers the regulation and monitoring of entry, 

departure, residence, and employment of foreigners inside Ghana. Additionally, GIS also advises the 

Ghanaian government on migration related issues such as passport, visa, and dual citizenship concerns. 

There is one branch of the GIS, namely the Migration Information Bureau, which merges new sections of 

the GIS. The first section includes the Anti-Human Trafficking Desk, which organises campaigns and 

programmes against illegal migration and trafficking. The Refugee Desk works in concert with the Ghana 

Refugee Board and the UNHCR providing services and legal advice (SIHMA, 2014). Ghana also has several 

inter-institutional coordination mechanisms in place: the Inter-Ministerial Steering Committee on Migration 

develops the NMP; the Immigrant Quota Committee which handles work permit applications; and the 

Human Trafficking Board (ICMPD & IOM, 2015).  

IOM, which has operated in the country for over 25 years, also works with the Ghanaian government on a 

number of migration-related issues. Specifically, IOM supports the local government through the following 

projects/programmes:  

¶ Budgeted for 2016, ongoing: Assistance for Child Victims of Trafficking in Ghana; Integrated 

Migration Management Approach in Ghana (IOM, 2015c)  
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¶ Budgeted for 2017: Global Health Security Partnership Engagement: Expanding Efforts and 

Strategies to Protect and Improve Public Health; Engaging the Diaspora for Institutional 

Development in Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Ghana, Morocco, Sierra Leone, and Somalia; Strengthening 

National and Regional Mechanisms in Benin, Ghana, and Togo (IOM, 2016d) 

wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ DƘŀƴŀΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

definitions set out in the 1951 Refugee Convention and 1969 Organisation of African Unity Refugee 

Convention (UNHCR, 2017aa). All refugees in Ghana are granted the freedom of movement, the right to 

work, and opportunities for legal integration including that of residency and naturalisation (SIHMA, 2014).   

Concerning human trafficking, Ghana has had a Human Trafficking Act in place since 2005; a Fund and 

Board were respectively established in 2006 and 2008. More recently, a major effort began in 2012 when 

DƘŀƴŀ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜŘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

Persons. The operation managed to save 82 Nigerian and 41 Ghanaian individuals from being trafficked, in 

combination with detaining 16 suspects of human trafficking and smuggling offenders (US Department of 

State, 2017a). However, the US Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report (2017a) is critical of 

DƘŀƴŀΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ 

statistics are not shared by the government, and punishments are not always adequate for the level of 

crimes committed e.g. there are less severe consequences in the case of when a parent or guardian takes 

part in trafficking a child in their care (pg. 182).  

As a member state of the ECOWAS community, Ghana has ratified free movement protocols for member 

state citizens, implemented an ECOWAS passport and travel certificate, and abolished visa and entry 

requirements for stays of 90 days or less (ICMPD & IOM, 2015, p. 45). However, Ghana does not grant 

ECOWAS citizens specific residence permits, nor does its national labour legislation specifically address 

access to labour for ECOWAS citizens. Despite ratification of ECOWAS Free Movement Protocols, Ghana still 

applies legal restrictions on foreigners across a number of sectors (ICMPD & IOM, 2015, pg. 46). Central to 

GhŀƴŀΩǎ bat ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƻƴ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9/h²!{ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 

ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ άǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέ όaƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΣ нлмсΣ ǇΦ нфύΦ  

In addition to ECOWAS, Ghana is a part of the following pan-African migration agreements: Migration Policy 

Framework for Africa in Banjul (2006); the Niamey Convention on Cross-Border Cooperation within the 

ECOWAS Region; and the 2000 ACP-EU Partnership Agreement (Cotonou Agreement, revised 2005), which 

άǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΣ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎΣ 

ƛƭƭƛŎƛǘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎΣ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎέ όaƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΣ нлмсΣ p. 

31). Ghana has also signed or ratified 55 international protocols and conventions related to migration; the 

full list can be found in in Appendix 1 of the NMP (Ministry of the Interior, 2016, p. 104). 

Gaps  

! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƎŀǇǎ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƛƴ DƘŀƴŀΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻƭicy. With regards to its immigration scheme, the conditions 

for granting residence are inadequately defined; detention can result from an immigration officer doubting 

ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŜƴǘǊȅΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǎŜǘ ƴƻǊ ŀƴȅ juridical 

guarantees (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Ghana continues to struggle to have a significant impact on human 

trafficking within its borders even though it has anti-trafficking policies in place. A lack of resources to 

support these policies has resulted in άƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎέ 

(US Department of State, 2017a, p. 182). Victims of trafficking have limited access to protection services, 
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and Ghana is in its third year on the Tier 2 Watch List of the US Department of State (2017a) Trafficking in 

Persons Report. 

4.1.6  Guinea  

Because Guinea is more a country of origin or transit than a destination country concerning migration, the 

country lacks a comprehensive national migration policy. Some legislation on immigration exists, but 

emigration legislation is lacking. In order to fill this gap, an inter-ministerial commission was created to 

develop a national migration policy for Guinea; these policies have currently been drafted (ICMPD & IOM, 

2015). Generally, Guinea has ratified all the main international conventions which protect human rights and 

ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ LƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƻƴ /ƛǾƛƭ ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ wƛƎƘǘǎ 

(1966), the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966), the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979), the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(1989), 8 ILO Conventions including the specific ILO Convention on migrant workers C143 (1975), the 

United Nations Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their 

Families (1990), the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (2000), and the 

United Nations Human Trafficking Protocol as well as the United Nations Human Smuggling Protocol (2000) 

(ICMPD & IOM, 2015).  

Besides these global conventions and UN protocols, the country is also bound by African legislation, such as 

9/h²!{Ω ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ όмфтрύ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ 

movement of persons. Additionally, Guinea has signed bilateral agreements with Spain (2006) and 

Switzerland (2011). Remarkable is the lack of such an agreement with France, which is an important 

country of destination for many Guinean citizens (ICMPD & IOM, 2015ύΦ DǳƛƴŜŀΩǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ 

on migration is undertaken by the following governmental stakeholders: the Ministry of Security and Civil 

Protection (against trafficking in persons); the Ministry of Employment, Vocational, and Technical Education 

(delivery of work authorisation to foreign workers); and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Guineans 

Abroad (protection of nationals abroad and contact with diaspora). It should be noted that little 

cooperation between the public institutions and ministries exists (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Additionally, 

several NGOs are involved, namely Sabou Guinée, Le Monde des Enfants, Réseau Afrique Jeunesse de 

Guinée (RAJGUI), and Réseau des Femmes du Fleuve Mano pour la Paix (REFMAP) (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

While little legislatiƻƴ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƻƴ DǳƛƴŜŀΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

mentioned. First, the new 2014 Labour Code specifically provides for free access by citizens of other 

ECOWAS member states to the labour market of Guinea and elaborates on the work authorization 

requirements for employers of foreign workers in the country. The country's law on the Conditions of Entry 

and Stay of Foreigners elaborates on the requirements for entry and stay in Guinea, particularly regarding 

visas and residence cards. Second, despite the existence of strict regulations on irregular migration, 

migrants in such a situation are tolerated in Guinea and are not likely to be deported or imprisoned. 

Especially nationals from other ECOWAS member states are exempted from the rule. Third, the 

Government of Guinea has yet to adopt legislature on the trafficking in persons. Still, all forms of forced 

ƭŀōƻǳǊ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘǎ [ŀōƻǳǊ /ƻŘŜΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ DǳƛƴŜŀΩǎ tŜƴŀƭ /ƻŘŜ ŎƻƴŘemns any deprivation of 

liberty, and the country's Child Code bans child trafficking (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

Gaps  
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CƻǊŜƳƻǎǘΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ όǊŜŎŜƴǘύ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ DǳƛƴŜŀΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƛǎ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎΦ bƻ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

current status of Guinean emigration or immigration patterns, as well as the profiles of these individuals, 

exist. Moreover, there is little to no current information available on instances of internal displacement and 

smuggling with Guinea. This could negatively impact the prospects of evidence-based policymaking for the 

country. In addition to these data gaps, there are also few national migration-related policies in Guinea. 

The existing legislation largely deals with the immigration of foreigners to Guinea for purposes of work; 

there are no national policies in Guinea dealing with emigrants, IDPs, or refugees and their rights. There has 

not been an establishment of a migration and development policy nor has the issue of an existing brain 

drain been addressed on a political level. Moreover, Guinea does not provide significant aid to their 

nationals residing abroad. Finally, limited to no results have been achieved by the Government of Guinea 

on the prosecution of traffickers, and the country remains on Tier 3 in the US Department of State's (2017a) 

Trafficking in Persons Report.  

4.1.7  C¹te dôIvoire  

On an international level, Côte d'Ivoire is party to various UN legal instruments (see Table 6) (UNODC, 

2017a; ICMPD & IOM, 2015; UNICEF, 2013a; Council of Europe, n.d.; UNICEF, n.d.). In addition to this, Côte 

d'Ivoire has ratified a total of forty ILO conventions, thirty-six of which are in force (ILO, 2017c). Côte 

ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ, however, has not ratified the 1949 ILO Migration for Employment Convention, the 1975 ILO 

Migrant Workers Convention, the 1990 UN Migrant Workers Convention, nor the 2000 Migrant Smuggling 

Protocol (ILO, 2017d; ICMPD & IOM, 2015; UNICEF, 2013a).  

Key national stakeholders for future migration policy management in /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ include various distinct 

ministries: the Ministry of Interior of Security; the Ministry of Planning and Development; the Ministry of 

Employment, Social Affairs, and Vocational Training; the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the Ministry of African 

Integration and Ivorians Abroad; the Ministry of Solidarity, Family, Women, and Children; the Ministry of 

Solidarity and War Victims; the Ministry of Justice; and the Ministry of African Integration (ICMPD & IOM, 

2015; IOM Dakar, 2009). The Department of Aid and Assistance to Refugees and Stateless Persons (SAARA) 

is part of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants, 2009). There is also 

the Joint Ministerial Committee on the Fight against Trafficking, Exploitation, and Child Labour. These 

ministries are responsible for managing immigrants to Côte D'Ivoire as well as those abroad (maintaining 

relations with the diaspora, organizing work permits for migrant workers, etc.), working towards the 

elimination of trafficking, and creating population policies (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

/ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊe is also a member state of ECOWAS. As such, the country remains an important destination 

country for citizens of other ECOWAS member states who reside in Côte dΩLǾƻƛǊŜ. Citizens of ECOWAS states 

are able to stay in /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ for without a residence permit for three months and must only maintain 

their identification documents from their origin country (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; US Committee for Refugees 

and Immigrants, 2009). Those staying for six months with a valid (renewable) residence permit are eligible 

to apply for a work permit from Côte d'Ivoire's Ministry of Labour, SAARA, and the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. Like other foreigners, refugees with valid residence permits are able to apply for work permits. Côte 

ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜϥǎ ƴŜǿ нллл /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ 

are able to apply for international travel documents if needed (US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants, 

2009). According to the US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants (2009), the "2000 Constitution extends 

the rights to property; to work, including in the public sector; and the right to organize and strike to all 

persons [including migrants and refugees], but reserves to citizens the right to run businesses." Refugees 
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are also able to access basic services, such as health care and education, in the same was as citizens (US 

Committee for Refugees and Immigrants, 2009). 

Côte d'Ivoire has also established a number of policies regarding migration, and the country's plans for 

national development include the creation of a national migration policy and of a National Migration Office 

(ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Despite the existing legislation, the country has no comprehensive national 

framework for refugee and asylum laws (US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants, 2009). Côte D'Ivoire's 

current national migration policy framework covers different aspects of the entry and stay of foreigners 

and migrant workers, the criminalization of human trafficking and the protection of VoTs, as well as 

irregular stays within the country. In terms of statelessness, /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ has also taken policy-oriented 

action. In 2013, the country ratified international statelessness conventions and reformed its nationality 

laws (CIA, 2017). Along with the other ECOWAS members, Côte d'Ivoire adopted the 2015 Abidjan 

Declaration, which aims to get rid of statelessness in the region. By its first anniversary, the Declaration 

allowed more than 22,000 individuals in West Africa to gain identity documents. More specifically, Côte 

d'Ivoire has passed an additional law allowing stateless people to more easily acquire nationality (UNHCR, 

2016g). Moreover, there are few bilateral agreements on migration of which /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ is part. The 

country's main bilateral agreement is the one with France: the 1992 Convention on Circulation and Stay of 

Persons ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴŎŜΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ 

countries. Another is the convention signed with Burkina Faso (at the time still Upper Volta) in 1960 that 

described recruitment and employment conditions for migrant workers arriving to /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ; this 

agreement, though, was ended in 1974 (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

Gaps  

Despite /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ existing legislation related to migration on an international and national level, there 

are still gaps that are remain unaddressed. Specifically, despite there being the Ministry of African 

Integration and Ivorians Abroad, there are very few policies that deal with the emigration of Ivorians 

abroad (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Moreover, Law No. 2016-111 is the country's first law that addresses both 

the trafficking of adult and children (US Department of State, 2017a). Still, the trafficking of adults also 

remains under-addressed to a large extent, and the focus is still largely on child VoTs. There are also limited 

Ivorian laws that deal with the rights and protections of IDPs and refugees. In addition to changes in Ivorian 

nationality laws and the 2015 Abidjan Declaration, more steps need to be taken to reduce statelessness 

within Côte d'Ivoire and the rest of West Africa (UNHCR, 2016g). There are also significant data gaps when 

considering migration in and out of /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ. There is little data, for example, on emigration out of 

/ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Moreover, more research is needed to determine estimates of the 

number of stateless persons, refugees, and IDPs in /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ that face risks of trafficking.  Leaving these 

data gaps unaddressed could negatively impact the prospects of evidence-based policymaking for the 

country. 

4.1.8  Mali  

In Mali, the national development plan deals with most migration management related issues. However, 

there is no formal and overarching migration policy; though a policy draft was initiated in 2006/2007, this is 

yet to be finalised (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Emigration is central to the Malian policy circle and is by far the 

most regulated migration phenomenon. Generally, two priorities concerning emigration management are 

highlighted: the protections of Malian emigrants and their involvement in the development of the country 

(ICMPD & IOM, 2015). The National Population Policy is the main regulating framework for Malian 
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emigration. It highlights the importance of the link between emigration and development and defines the 

strategy to follow to strengthen this link (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; ICMPD, 2010). The most prominent 

stakeholder involved in emigration management is the Ministry for Malians Abroad and African Integration 

ς Directorate General for Malians Abroad (DGME), along with its different agencies. Specifically, it is 

responsible for protecting Malian emigrants, enhancing emigrant involvement in development projects, 

reintegrating returnees and deportees, and facilitating the transmission of social remittances and skills. To 

effectively achieve this responsibility, the DGME is further divided into four agencies, each endorsed with 

various yet similar duties (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; ICMPD, 2010). Additionally, an inter-institutional 

coordination framework headed by the DGME is in place to provide the basis for coordination and dialogue 

between different stakeholders. Indeed, there are many actors, including UNDP, IOM, and EU 

representatives, involved in these consultations (ICMPD, 2010). The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation is also endorsed with some responsibilities regarding emigrant communities. It 

provides assistance, consultancies, and orientations to Malians abroad as well as all the embassy-related 

services (ICMPD, 2010). 

Mali is a member of the ECOWAS community, and the Protocol relating to Free Movement, Residence, and 

Establishment is fully implemented in the country. However, as widely supported by the literature, 

immigration in Mali is less regulated than emigration (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; ICMPD, 2010; CARIM, 2010). 

The most important stakeholder involved in immigration management is probably the Ministry of Domestic 

Security and Civil Protection, which is responsible for border management and immigration. Also, the 

Ministry of Labour, Public Service, and Institutional Relations is responsible for guaranteeing the respect of 

the labour code (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). The policy framework in place in Mali formally regulates the 

entrance, stay, and establishment of foreign nationals, and it gives various regulations regarding foreign 

labour. Specifically, in order to work in Mali, a migrant is required to have a work contract approved by the 

National Labour Directorate. In practice, this authorization is not really required and foreigners can freely 

access the Malian labour market (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). This is not surprising, as most of the Malian 

economy is unregulated and happens in the informal sector (CARIM, 2010). Malian authorities are liberal 

towards irregular migration and expel or deport foreigners based on their committed offences or when 

deemed dangerous to public order, rather than based on their irregular status (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

Moreover, despite the relatively small number of refugees hosted in Mali, the Malian government has 

ratified both the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol (UNHCR, 

2015a), indicating a good practice in respect to refugees and asylum seekers. 

Regarding human trafficking and human smuggling, Mali has ratified the Palermo Protocol and indicates a 

good practice in this respect (UNODC, 2017b). Moreover, in 2012, the Malian Government adopted Law No. 

2012-023, which criminalizes trafficking in persons and similar practices. This law prescribes between ten- 

and twenty-year imprisonments, which are considered commensurate with those of other serious crimes, 

for trafficking offenders (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; US Department of State, 2017a). Overall, Law No. 2012-023 

is considered comprehensive and is able to cover all forms of trafficking in persons (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

Together with the Ministry for the Promotion of Women, Children, and the Family, the Ministry of Justice is 

a key actor in combating trafficking in persons; additionally, NGOs play a crucial role in identifying, 

protecting, and assisting VoTs (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; US Department of State, 2017a).  

Mali has bilateral agreements with Burkina Faso (1969), Ghana (1977), Guinea (1964), Mauritania (1973), 

Niger (1964), Cameroon (1964), and Libya (1980). Additionally, agreements for visa free regimes have been 

concluded with Morocco (2006), Algeria (2006), and Tunisia (2006). Similarly, agreements have been made 
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with France (1994) and Spain (2007), with the latter being more comprehensive (ICMPD & IOM, 2015, IOM, 

2009c). 

Gaps  

One of the main obstacles to the successful implementation of Malian migration policies is related to data 

collection (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Specifically, the lack of data on emigration limits the possibilities for 

evidence based policy making, and Malian national statistics in this regard are far from reality. Moreover, 

the DGME lack funds and resources to develop and implement its policies (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Hence, the 

opportunities to enhance Malian remittances spending in development projects are constrained. ­Other 

gaps appear from the inability of the Malian government to efficiently control its borders. This situation is 

especially true in the northern territories of Mali, where most smuggling and trafficking activities happen. 

Borders are oftentimes controlled by armed ethnic groups, militias, and terrorists, creating a situation 

which actively fosters irregular migration into and out of Mali (Molenaar & El Kamouni-Janssen, 2017; 

Frontex, 2016a). A third and last gap arises from the non-implementation of the existing framework to fight 

human trafficking. Indeed, even though Mali has ratified the most important international conventions and 

has a comprehensive law to combat trafficking, its efforts in implementation are very low. This situation 

partially explains why Mali is ranked Tier 3 in the 2017 Trafficking in Persons Report, after being ranked Tier 

2 for four years in a row (US Department of State, 2017a). 

4.1.9  Mauritania  

{ƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ƛǎ ŀ 

convergence of immigration, emigration and transit migration. Recently, immigration (mostly refugees), 

transit migration, and return policy have become the key areas of attention in Mauritania (MPC, 2013b). 

Poutignat and Streiff-Fénart (2010), however, characterize the government of Mauritania as taking a rather 

passive stance towards ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀΩǎ άǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

international organisations play significant roles in shaping policy frameworks, including IOM, UNHCR, ILO, 

the Arab League, the Organisation of African Unity, and others (MPC, 2013b). But these parties are 

sometimes at odds with each other over the illegalities of migration, i.e. an IOM official cited a case where 

smugglers were charged by Mauritanian authorities with forgery instead of human trafficking (Poutignat & 

Streiff-Fénart, 2010, p. 3). Further concerning international cooperation, Mauritania holds membership 

with the Union for the Mediterranean and the 5+5 Dialogue (MPC, 2013b).  

Concerning immigration, the following governmental institutions are relevant: the Ministry of the Interior, 

the Ministry of National Defense, the Ministry of Employment, the Ministry of Justice, and the Ministry of 

Economic Affairs and Development. There are also several committees involved: the inter-ministerial 

committee, the study group on the management of migratory flows (GEFM), and the Consultative 

Committee on Asylum (MPC, 2013b). Mauritania's immigration strategy aims to formulate economic 

immigration schemes for the services, fishery, and education sectors in order to contribute to local 

economic development (MPC, 2013b). There are also efforts to reinforce border management and develop 

policy frameworks to deal with irregular and transit migration, the reduction of undocumented immigrants 

through apprehension, and regularization or deportation procedures. With regards to refugees and asylum 

seekers, the government seeks to identify those on Mauritanian soil; define their status, rights and 

ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀȅΤ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ¦bI/w ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ŎŀƳǇǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŀƭƛŀƴǎΦ [ŀǎǘƭȅΣ aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀΩǎ 

government aims to cooperate with international and external parties on improving border management, 
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increasing the capacity of the government to handle migration issues, and work with UNHCR towards 

sensitizing Mauritanian society and government to the rights of refugees in the country.  

While UNHCR is primarily involved in refugee management in Mauritania, IOM actively assists the 

Mauritanian Government in migration management affairs at a number of levels. IOM is particularly active 

in increasing the goveǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ όLhaΣ нлмсŀύΣ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ-

terrorism and counter-trafficking efforts, as well as return migration. More broadly, IOM works with G-5 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƘŜƭ άǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ WŀǇŀƴ ώΧϐΣ ¢ƘŜ Ψ/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ 

.ƻǊŘŜǊ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ bƛƎŜǊΣ aŀƭƛΣ aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊƪƛƴŀ CŀǎƻΩέ όLhaΣ нлмсŀύΦ  

Concerning emigration, the following ministries and committees are relevant: the Ministry of the Interior, 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, the Ministry of Employment, the Ministry of Economic 

Affairs and Development, the inter-ministerial committee overseeing the return and repatriation of 

Mauritanian refugees from Mali and Senegal, and the study group on the management of migratory flows 

όD9Caύ όat/Σ нлмоōύΦ aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀΩǎ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ 

diaspora as well as encouraging remittances and investment in the country (MPC, 2013b). There is also a 

maintenance and promotion of bilateral economic migration agreements, mainly with European and Gulf 

countries. Notable bilateral agreements include those with France, Spain, Mali, Senegal, Algeria, Tunisia, 

and Gambia (MPC, 2013b; CARIM, 2009c).  Additionally, the return and repatriation of Mauritanian 

refugees is being planned for, especially those from the 1989 Senegal-Mauritania conflict. Mauritania also 

aims to increase its bi- and multilateral cooperation frameworks related to migration for the benefit of local 

economic and human development.  

Gaps  

{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƎŀǇǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΦ tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

the most significant is the challenge posed by the geography of the country: the massive border matched 

with the incapacity of the government to secure it leaves border areas open to illicit activities like 

smuggling, trafficking, and terrorism (IOM, 2016a). These activities take place despite Mauritania's existing 

migration policies that criminalize trafficking and smuggling. Another pressing issue is the ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

motivation and capacity to act on hereditary slavery so that is not eliminated in just a legal sense but also in 

a practical one (US Department of State, 2017a). 

4.1.10  Niger  

Niger's efforts of making a national migration policy started in 2007, with the establishment of an inter-

ministerial committee tasked with linking migration and development. This unit was established under the 

authority of the Ministry of Interior, but it comprises officials from other ministries, IOM and EU 

representatives, as well as representatives from civil society organisations. However, even though this 

committee was able to draft a first policy document in 2014, a national migration policy has not been 

adopted yet. Indeed, as shall be explained below, despite the efforts of the Nigerien government to link 

migration and development, its initiatives are rarely implemented. In practice, immigration in Niger is 

Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ άƭŀƛǎǎŜȊ-ŦŀƛǊŜέ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ όL/at5 ϧ LhaΣ нлмрύΦ  

While many Nigerien ministries are concerned with migration issues, the four most prominent stakeholders 

involved in migration management are the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Employment, the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, and the Ministry of Finance. Specifically, the Ministry of Interior is responsible for the entry, 
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stay, and repatriation of foreigners. The Ministry of Employment delivers work authorisations to foreign 

workers, implements strategies to enhance remittances, and plays an intermediary role between 

international employers and Nigerien jobseekers. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is responsible for 

maintaining relationships with Nigeriens emigrants, and the Ministry of Finance oversees policies on 

remittances. The latter task is accomplished with the help of another inter-ministerial committee created in 

2013 to enhance diaspora engagement. This committee includes people from the main ministries, IOM and 

UNDP staff members, and representatives from civil society and the private sector (ICMPD & IOM, 2015).  

Overall, Nigerien policy framework on immigration is considered well-balanced but lacking regarding family 

migration and types of stay permits (which are too short in duration). Moreover, even if there is a national 

legislation to regulate labour immigration, it is rarely enforced and there are serious implementation 

problems. Importantly, as a principle, foreigners in Niger benefit from all the rights and obligations of the 

labour legislation, regardless of their status. Indeed, the Nigerien approach toward irregular migration is 

rather relaxed. Foreigners are removed from the country based on the criminal offences that they may 

commit, rather than due to their irregular status (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Nevertheless, following the EU 

Trust Fund for Africa, which contributes to criminalising smuggling and the transport of migrants through 

the desert, the Nigerien government started to pay more attention to irregular migration and especially to 

the issues of human smuggling and human trafficking (Diallo, 2017). Indeed, the number of border officials 

and police to curb these criminal activities in Niger has increased. Furthermore, national authorities have 

made significant improvements to combat trafficking in persons by creating awareness campaigns, by 

persecuting and convicting offenders, and by providing training to staff working in key positions (ICMPD & 

IOM, 2015). However, at the same time, this criminalization of the transport of people in the Sahara Desert 

is controversial, as legally no smuggling crimes are committed. This transport of people only becomes 

smuggling after the irregular border crossing (without proper documentation) to Libya. The most 

prominent agreement that was ratified by Niger for the protection of trafficking is the Palermo Protocol, 

which aims to suppress and punish trafficking, especially when related to women and children (CARIM, 

2011). 

Emigration is also increasingly receiving attention by Niger, yet there is no labour emigration policy nor 

have activities started to enhance legal labour emigration opportunities. Moreover, even though a Ministry 

of African Integration and Nigeriens Abroad was created in 2007, a lack of financial resources coupled with 

limited data on Nigerien emigrants largely constrains the ministry's functioning ability (IOM, 2010a). The 

only efforts have been put into bilateral agreements which, however, cannot be considered labour 

agreements per se. Furthermore, the capacity of the Ministry of Employment in developing those policies is 

quite limited. This situation is worsened by the fact that Nigeriens are denied rights of dual nationality; 

because of this, diasporas often lose their Nigerien nationality. Furthermore, even if they do have the 

nationality, they are excluded from national politics as they do not have the right to vote. These are 

considered major impediments to diaspora engagement policies (ICMPD & IOM, 2015; IOM, 2010a). 

In addition to these policies, Niger has signed the following international conventions protecting human 

rights (ICMPD & IOM, 2015): 

¶ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966); 

¶ International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (1966); 

¶  Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979); 

¶  Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989); 
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¶  36 ILO Conventions, though Niger has not ratified the two specific ILO conventions on migrant 

workers: C97 (1949) and C143 (1975); 

¶ Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families 

(1990); 

¶ United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (2000), and its protocols on 

trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants. 

Gaps  

According to IOM (2009), a first gap in Nigerien migration management regards statistics and data 

collection. Particularly, there is little data on immigration (especially regular and labour migration) into 

Niger, emigration out of Niger, and internal migration within Niger. There is not enough information on the 

country's migration issues, and the data that exist are collected in an old-fashioned manner and typed by 

hand. This situation highly constrains the capabilities of building adequate migration policies, especially 

regarding Nigerien emigrants (IOM, 2010a). Hence, there is a pressing need to modernize the ways in which 

these data are collected and to increment the amount of this data as well. Accordingly, IOM (2009) 

suggests including more questions on migration issues in the population census.  

Other problems arise from the policy implementation side. Indeed, despite the overall well-designed 

national policies and the many international conventions ratified, Niger struggles in effectively enforcing 

these acts. This situation results in a weak migration governance, in which the rights of foreign workers and 

Nigeriens abroad are not adequately protected. Similarly, the rights of IDPs and refugees are not 

satisfyingly defended, and these populations are extremely vulnerable (CARIM, 2011; ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

Thus, implementation is probably the main constraint of Nigerien migration governance. 

4.1.11  Nigeria  

Nigeria has an extensive law and policy framework that manages migration. In 2015, Nigeria made 

remarkable progress in migration management by approving its National Migration Policy (NMP). This 

document provides an appropriate legal framework for monitoring and regulating internal and 

international migration as well as data collection. The NMP addresses issues of diaspora mobilization, 

decent treatment of migrants, border management, and forced displacement management of IDPs, 

refugees, and asylum-seekers. Moreover, the document spans several themes such as the intersections of 

migration and poverty, gender, human security, smuggling, human trafficking, return, re-admission, 

reintegration, border management, health, education, data, and more (IOM, 2015a). A distinctive feature is 

the stress that the NMP places on migration administration structure, guaranteeing effective governance 

structure, and a coherent migration policy. Under the coordination of the Technical Working Group on 

Migration and Development, the government is able to establish a structure where actors can work 

together, thereby reducing overlaps and encouraging collaboration (Hilary-Ogbonna, 2015).  

Nigeria has also ratified a number of international conventions, such as the United Nations International 

Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and a 

number of ILO conventions. Moreover, it has incorporated the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 

Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children (the Palermo Protocol) into legislation through its 

Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Law, Enforcement and Administration Act of 14 July 2003. This act 

extends the powers of NAPTIP to cover internal trafficking and exploitive child domestic labour. Other 

important pieces of legislation are the Child Rights Act of 2003 prohibiting child exploitation and trafficking 
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and the Labour Act CAP L1, LFN, 2004 prohibiting child labour. Moreover, Nigeria is an active member of 

ECOWAS, of which freedom of movement is a guiding principle (IOM, 2014a).  

To combat human trafficking on a national level, the Nigerian government amended the 2003 Trafficking in 

Persons Law Enforcement and Administration Act in 2015, increasing penalties for offenders. This anti-

trafficking prohibits all forms of trafficking in Nigeria and prescribes minimum penalty of five years for 

offenders. The main government actor who responds to trafficking is the National Agency for the 

Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP); the agency provides police, immigration, and social services 

personnel with specialized treatment. NAPTIP further conducts extensive national and local programming 

through local and national media, warning about dangers of trafficking (US Department of State, 2017a). 

Gaps  

bƛƎŜǊƛŀΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊess since the approval of NMP in 2015, yet several gaps still stand 

out. First, the implementation of the NMP in its totality is a great challenge due to the complexity of the 

ǇƻƭƛŎȅΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜΦ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ-building is vital to approach all the different spheres of migration management 

and reap the potential development benefits of migration (Hilary-Ogbonna, 2015). Second, recent 

developments of the trafficking issue have put Nigeria on the Tier 2 Watch List by the US Department of 

State in 2017. Despite its existing anti-trafficking legislation, Nigeria must make more significant efforts to 

halt the recruitment of child soldiers and forced labour by, for example, strengthening NAPTIP (US 

Department of State, 2017a). Third, the forced displacement crisis that sweeps the country must be better 

managed. Millions of Nigerians are displaced in the country or to neighbouring nations and are in need of 

humanitarian assistance. Coordination with humanitarian agencies is underway, but the funding gap gives a 

crucial blow and must addressed on an international level (UNHCR, 2017p). 

4.1.12  Senegal  

!ǎ ¢ƻƳŀ όнлмпύ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƛǘΣ άLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ŜƴŜƎŀƭŜǎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘέ όǇΦ тύΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŜƎalese state has become 

increasingly concerned and occupied with managing irregular and illegal migrant flows, adopting a rather 

European perspective on the issue as well its solution, whereby development in the country of origin will 

curb irregular flows.  

Regarding outward migration, the following government institutions are involved: the Higher Council of 

Senegalese Abroad; the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the Ministry of the Interior; the Ministry of the Youth 

and of Employment for the Young; the Ministry of the Senegalese Abroad; the Ministry of Labour and Public 

Service; and the National Commission for Managing and Following Up on Employment Offers (Bartolomeo 

et al., 2010). However, out-migration of Senegalese citizens and foreigners is unregulated since the 

elimination of exit visas in 1981 (Toma, 2014). 

The Senegalese Government has aimed to improve local development by encouraging investment or 

permanent return of the Diaspora (Bartolomeo et al., 2010). That being said, the country lacks a coherent 

strategy for mobility management, instead opting for ad-hoc measures which are developed in response to 

matters that are more urgent or on a case-by-ŎŀǎŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ό¢ƻƳŀΣ нлмпύΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ƻƳŀ όнлмпύΣ {ŜƴŜƎŀƭΩǎ 

migration management is focused on the following:  

¶ άǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƭŀƴŘŜǎǘƛƴŜ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΤ 
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¶ controlling the maritime borders to stop clandestine migration; 

¶ managing the legislative setting of legal migration; 

¶ engaging with the diaspora in order to stimulate migrant investments in Senegal; 

¶ engaging with the high-skilled diaspora in an effort to transfer knowledge; 

¶ accompanying the reinsertion of repatriated migrants; 

¶ researching and producing data on migration flows and the diaspora; 

¶ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎέ όǇΦ тύΦ  

There are several recent bilateral agreements between Senegal and European destination countries that 

primarily concern management of legal migration, measures against illegal migration, and co-development 

(Toma, 2014, p. 9). Senegal signed an agreement with France in 2006 (ratified in 2008), which focuses on 

άǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻ-ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦέ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

with Spain (signed in 2006 and 2007), on the other hand, emphasize border security and measures against 

illegal migration (Panizzon, 2008, as cited by Toma, 2014). These agreements, along with one with Italy 

(2008), also address the readmission of irregular migrants. Other bilateral labour agreements, mainly with 

other African nations, are notably older. 

Regarding inward migration, the following government institutions are involved: the Ministry of Interior, 

Ministry of Labour, and Public Service; the General Directorate of National Security; the Directorate of Air 

and Border Police; and the Directorate of Foreigners Police (Bartolomeo et al., 2010; ICMPD & IOM, 2015). 

The entry and stay of foreign nationals in Senegal is governed by the law of 25 January 1971. It establishes 

family reunification and sanctions for irregular entry/stay (strengthened in 1978), but there are gaps in its 

coverage for stay permits of certain categories of foreigners, on protections against expulsion, and on 

judicial and procedural guarantees (Bartolomeo et al., 2010; ICMPD & IOM, 2015, p. 280).  

IOM is a key stakeholder in the effort of linking migration and development in Senegal, working with the 

government to increase its capacity in the management of labour migration and towards the expansion of 

legal labour migration opportunities. Additionally, IOM is implementing programs that aim to harness the 

investment and participation of the diaspora for the benefit of development in Senegal (IOM, 2015b).  

While the Senegalese government has its own procedure for processing refugees, it abides by international 

standards (1951 and 1961 Conventions ratified) and permits UNHCR to participate in proceedings as an 

observer (Bartolomeo et al., 2010). UNHCR funds and manages protection measures for refugees in 

Senegal. 

To encourage diaspora participation in Senegalese development, the government established the 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ ά5ƛŀǎǇƻǊŀ 9ǎǘŀǘŜǎ όCitŞs de la diaspora),έ which άoffers land for construction purposes to 

migrants who are organized in associations that agree to pay 20% of the total construction cost and the rest 

as a 5-ȅŜŀǊ ƭƻŀƴέ ό¢ƻƳŀΣ нлмпΣ ǇΦ моύΦ aƛƎǊŀƴǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ .ŀƴƪ ƻŦ {ŜƴŜƎŀƭ ŀǊŜ non-state 

actors which are also involved in the mobilization of remittances for local development (Toma, 2014). 

International organisations also play a role in migration-related Senegalese development project: IOM in 

the Migration for Development in Africa (MIDA) project and UNDP in the Transfer of Knowledge Through 

Expatriate Nationals (TOKTEN) project (Some & IOM, 2009). 

Gaps  

¢ƘŜ {ŜƴŜƎŀƭŜǎŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ-related data has forced this 

profile to rely heavily on dated and incomplete information. The Global Report on Internal Displacement 

(GRID) scored Senegal on the lowest tier for data sharing on internal displacement, saying that there was 
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άƴƻ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ Řŀǘŀ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέ όL5a/ ϧ bw/Σ 

2017). The most recent household level survey (ESAM II) is from 2001, which provides the data for much of 

LhaΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ нллф ό{ƻƳŜ ϧ LhaΣ нллфύΦ {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ 

migration limits the possibilities for evidence based policy making. 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƎŀǇǎΣ {ŜƴŜƎŀƭΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎΥ ά{ŜƴŜƎŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ 

migration policy nor a structure dedicated to the migration issue for determining and implementing the 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅέ ό{ƻƳŜ ϧ LhaΣ нллфΣ ǇΦ нуύΤ ά{ŜƴŜƎŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅέ 

όL/at5 ϧ LhaΣ нлмрΣ ǇΦ нтуύΤ ŀƴŘ άƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪ ƻŦ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŘƛŀǎǇƻǊŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ 

{ŜƴŜƎŀƭέ ό¢ƻƳŀΣ нлмпΣ ǇΦ тύΦ ¢ƻƳŀ όнлмпύ and Some & IOM (2009) both point to a lack of coordination 

between the separate agencies and ministries involved in migration management.  

Moreover, VoTs, especially children, are not provided with insufficient protections by the government. 

Even when VoTs are identified, investigations, prosecutions, and convictions are commonly absent due to 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 

Additionally, the Senegalese government fails to maintain or publish statistics on anti-trafficking efforts (US 

Department of State, 2017a).  

4.1.13  Sierra Leone  

Sierra Leone lacks a comprehensive migration policy. There are a number of recent initiative in the field of 

migration and development and the risks of trafficking, however existing legislation on immigration is 

obsolete and is poorly enforced (ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Current key policies and laws that govern migration 

in Sierra Leone include the 2008 National Registration Act, the 1965 Non-Citizens Act, the 2007 General 

Law (Business Start-up) Amendment Act, the 2007 Refugees Protection Act, the 2005 Anti-Human 

Trafficking Act, the 2007 Child Rights Act, the 1973 Sierra Leone Citizenship Act, and the 2001 Resettlement 

Strategy (ILO, 2017b; European Commission, 2007; ICMPD & IOM, 2015). Moreover, in the past few years, a 

labour migration policy has been drafted and sustained several reviews, hoping to strengthen legal 

framework and enhance stakeholder capacity to promote orderly regular migration (Milton, 2016). The 

document addresses issues such as treatment of migrants and contribution to national development. This 

project comes in line with funds of the EU through the Valetta Summit in 2015, which hopes to address 

challenges in the area of migration between Europe and Africa (Sesay, 2016).  

Stakeholders on migration governance are the Ministry of Internal Affairs; the Ministry of Labour and Social 

Security; the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the Presidency; the Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender, and 

Children's Affairs; as well as the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development.  Under the Presidency 

stands the Office of Diaspora Affairs which attempts to strengthen diaspora engagement, especially in the 

United Kingdom and United States. Through migration legislation, there are three main inter-ministerial 

institutions in the country: the Work Permit Committee, the Inter-Ministerial Committee on Human 

Trafficking, and the National Task-Force on Human Trafficking (ICPMD & IOM, 2015).  

In terms of bilateral agreements, Sierra Leone has understandings with Cuba, China, and India, allowing 

labour market access without a work permit. Readmission agreements have been drafted with the United 

Kingdom and Netherlands, whist it hold several agreements with private companies in the Middle East. For 

multilateral agreements, Sierra Leone is a member state of ECOWAS and provides special treatments (e.g. 

reduced work permit fees) to migrants from other member states. Moreover, it is a part of the Multipartite 

Agreement for the Local Integration of Liberian and Sierra Leonean Refugees in Nigeria in 2007 (ICPMD & 
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IOM, 2015). Sierra Leone is also party to a number of international conventions and instruments that 

govern migration in the country. These are the 1949 ILO Migration for Employment Convention, the 1951 

Refugee Convention, the 1967 Refugee Protocol, the 1975 ILO Migrant Workers Convention, the 1989 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, the 1990 UN Migrant Workers Convention, the 2000 Human 

Trafficking Protocol, and the 2000 Migrant Smuggling Protocol (UNICEF, 2013c).  

A key issue Sierra Leone faces in terms of migration governance is the risk of statelessness and the negative 

outcomes that spur out of this situation. Statelessness can occur in many ways, particularly if nationality 

laws do not grant men and women equality in conferring nationality to their children. This gender 

inequality in nationality laws leads to thousands of children being stateless (UNHCR, 2017y). Sierra Leone 

has had this issue for many decades, although a 2006 review attempts at remedying this situation by 

determining that a child born in Sierra Leone after 1971 may acquire Sierra Leonean citizenship by birth if 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƻǊ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻŦ άƴŜƎǊƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŘŜǎŎŜƴǘϦ ό¦bI/wΣ 

2016d). Still, a loophole arises as children born abroad can only be granted Sierra Leonean citizenship 

through their father, although Sierra Leonean law has a safeguard for these children if they are not granted 

any other nationality. Work continues to be done in Sierra Leone since, as of 2017, a Constitutional Review 

Committee is reviewing the 1991 Constitution and proposes a gender-neutral provision of acquisition of 

nationality (UNHCR, 2017y). Sierra Leone also acceded to the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of 

Stateless Persons and to the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness in May 2016 (UNHCR, 

2016d). The risk of statelessness is still prevalent today, and UNICEF denounces that there are over 40 

million children who are unregistered in West Africa. The consequences of this lack of registration and 

statelessness leads to children being invisible in the eyes of the law, deprived of fundamental rights, and 

vulnerable to violations such as child labour and child marriage (UNICEF, 2017b).  

On another note, in light of the large scale displacement the country witnessed through its civil war, Sierra 

Leone developed a Resettlement Strategy in 2001. It designed and implemented a plan for voluntary 

repatriation and reintegration of refugees and IDPs, which was crucial for the return of these migrants. A 

second key policy was the Recovery Strategy for Newly Accessible Areas in 2002, which hoped to 

consolidate peace and lay development foundations (Ferris & Stark, 2012; Ferris & Winthrop, 2010).  

Moreover, Sierra Leone has a tolerant approach to irregular migration, at least in practice. ECOWAS 

nationals tend to be tolerated and possibilities to regularise their stay are generalised. Border management 

is a constant struggle, as the country only controls a handful of its hundreds of crossing points. Even though 

policies such as the Anti-Human Trafficking Act of 2005 and the Child Rights Act of 2007 are in place, 

capacity to enact these policies is limited. There is a lack of specialised training and of public information 

campaigns in Sierra Leone, and NGOs and international organisations tend to pull the weight for victim 

protections (ICPMD & IOM, 2015). 

Gaps  

There is limited data especially in regards to labour immigration in Sierra Leone; these data gaps limit 

evidence-based policy making in this regard. Sierra Leone also has several policy gaps as it lacks certain laws 

to regulate forms of migration and, when it has these laws, lacks the capacity to implement them. First, a 

comprehensive labour migration policy needs to be developed to provide proper treatment of its migrants 

whilst channelling the development potential it has (Sesay, 2016). Second, the country needs to develop its 

capacity to govern irregular migration and minimize cases of human trafficking. In particular, border 

management needs to be strengthened, as reports show that Sierra Leone can only control a small portion 

of its crossing points (European Commission, 2007; US Department of State, 2017a). Third, Sierra Leone has 
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a continuous issue of internally displaced people who have been invisible to the state since the end of the 

voluntary repatriation program. These migrants have particular vulnerabilities and remain in the blind spot 

of the management of forcibly displaced migrants (Maconachie, Binns, Tengbe, & Johnson, 2007).  

4.2  Relevant Regional Frameworks and Stakeholders  

In the context of migration in West and Central Africa, it is crucial to consider relevant regional 

frameworks and stakeholders. Importantly, migration crosses national borders and concerns wider 

regions rather than single countries. At the same time, migration affects various policy domains 

simultaneously, which is another reason why regional responses to migration seem ideal (Fioramonti & 

Nshimbi, 2016; Klavert, 2011). In addition, an advantage of a regional approach is increased efficiency due 

to arguably lower transaction costs (compared to bilateral approaches) as well as the avoidance of 

incoherence and duplication of policies and programmes (Fioramonti & Nshimbi, 2016). 

4.2.1  African Union (AU)  

The African Union (AU), the successor of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), is a regional inter-

governmental organisation uniting all 54 recognised African countries (AU, 2017). The 1991 Treaty 

establishing the African Economic Community ς also known as the Abuja Treaty ς calls for the 

establishment and/or strengthening of existing Regional Economic Communities (RECs) within the AU (Art. 

28(1)). Moreover, AU Members States and RECs are encouraged to promote the free movement of people 

ό!ǊǘΦ поύΦ άCǊŜŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀǎ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Agenda 2063, the continental master plan for development in the 21st ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅέ όCƛƻǊŀƳƻƴǘƛ ϧ bǎƘƛƳōƛΣ 

2016, p. 9). Being aware of the challenges and potentials of migration for its member states, the AU has 

formulated several other migration frameworks including the Migration Policy Framework for Africa 

(MPFA) and the African Common Position on Migration and Development (ACPMD), both of which were 

adopted in 2006 (Fioramonti & Nshimbi, 2016; Klavert, 2011). 

The MPFA promotes the formulation of comprehensive policies to better harness the development 

potentials of migration, taking into account all forms of migration including voluntary and forced migration, 

regular and irregular migration, as well as internal and international migration. The MPFA also recognizes 

the importance of border management, regional integration, and migration data (Executive Council, 

2006a). The AU recently revised the framework and formulated an implementation plan (Journal du 

Cameroun, 2017). Unfortunately, more concrete information about the revisions has not been published 

yet. 

The ACPMD defines eleven priorities for migration policies and recommendations for relevant national, 

regional and international stakeholders. The eleven priorities include migration and development; human 

resources and brain drain; labour migration; remittances; diaspora; migration, peace, security and stability; 

migration and human rights; migration and gender; children and youth; elderly; and regional initiatives. In 

addition, four cross-cutting themes are identified, namely health, the environment, trade, and access to 

social services (Executive Council, 2006b). In June 2015, the 25th AU Assembly passed the Declaration on 

Migration, which stresses the need to speed up the implementation of earlier commitments, especially 

those related to the free movement of persons across the continent and addressing irregular migration (AU 

Assembly, 2015).  
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Other policies and instruments which relate to migration, but were not designed for migration specifically, 

are the 1969 Convention Governing Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa, the 2004 AU Plan of 

Action on Employment Promotion and Poverty Alleviation, the 2009 African Union Convention for the 

Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (Kampala Convention), the 2009 AU 

Minimum Integration Programme, the 2012 AU Plan of Action on Boosting Intra African Trade, the Joint 

Labour Migration Programme, and the AU Border Programme (AU, 2009; AU Peace and Security, n.d.; 

Fioramonti & Nshimbi, 2016; ILO, 2015; RMMS, 2016). In addition, the AU is involved in several inter-

regional frameworks related to migration, which are ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ пΦоΦ ¢ƘŜ !¦Ωǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 

govern migration mirror relatively high standards. There is, however, little evidence on whether or not 

policies and other instruments at the continental or regional level are effective, which is possibly because 

many instruments have been developed rather recently (Klavert, 2011). A shortcoming of AU migration 

policies and instruments is that many are only guidelines and not binding (Fioramonti & Nshimbi, 2016). 

The 1969 Convention and the Kampala Conventions are exceptions. 

4.2.2  Community of Sahel - Saharan States (CEN - SAD)  

The Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD) was established on February 4, 1998 and became a 

regional economic community in July 2000. Its twenty-four member states include Benin, Burkina Faso, 

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΣ /ƘŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƻǊƻǎΣ /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜΣ 5ƧƛōƻǳǘƛΣ 9ƎȅǇǘΣ 9ǊƛǘǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ DŀƳōƛŀΣ DƘŀƴŀΣ 

Guinea-Bissau, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, the Sudan, 

Togo and Tunisia. Of these, Burkina Faso, Central African Republic, Chad, /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ, Ghana, Mali, 

Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, and Sierra Leone are focus countries of this report. Entities of CEN-SAD 

include the Conference of Heads of State/Government, the Executive Council, the Peace and Security 

Council, the Council in charge of Sustainable Development, the Committee of Ambassadors and Permanent 

Representatives, the General Secretariat, the Economic Social and Cultural Council, as well as the Sahel-

Saharan Bank for Investment and Trade (UNECA, n.d., b). 

According to UNECA (n.d., b), CEN-{!5 Ƙŀǎ άƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

international organisations with the purpose of consolidating collective work in the political, cultural, 

economic and social ŦƛŜƭŘǎΦϦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

investments in the areas of agriculture, industry, culture, society, and energy; allowing for freedom of 

movement and residence for individuals; improving foreign trade and transportation within member states; 

coordinating the education systems of member states; and renewing the focus on sustainable development 

and security (UNECA, n.d., b). Article 1 of the CEN-SAD treaty includes an emphasis on the free movement 

of persons, which entails that the member state citizens have the same rights and obligations as those of 

other signatory states. Though implementation of this article by members of CEN-SAD ƛǎ ǎƭƻǿΣ άŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

CEN-SAD member States have been increasingly liberalizing their policies and have successfully 

implemented schemes to foster the intraregional movement of people. The primary reason for the success 

is overlapping memberships with ECOWAS that are far along in liberalizing cross-border mobility 

ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎέ ό¦b9/A, n.d., c). 

4.2.3  Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)  

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) is a major regional stakeholder. Established 

on May 28, 1975, ECOWAS consists of fifteen members: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cote d'Ivoire, 

Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Senegal, and Togo. Of 



 

68 
 

these, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Guinea, Cote d'Ivoire, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, and Senegal are also 

focus countries of this report. Notably, Morocco has a history of engagement in migration and 

development activities. The country, though not located in West Africa, has recently sought to increase its 

involvement in the economic community and become a member state of ECOWAS (BBC, 2017; Hilse, 2017). 

A BBC (2017) publication explains that the ά²Ŝǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ 9/h²!{ has in principle approved 

aƻǊƻŎŎƻΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦ .ǳǘ 9COWAS leaders meeting 

in Liberia said the implications of its membership still needs to be considered before Morocco could 

ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƧƻƛƴΦ ώΧϐ aƻǊƻŎŎƻΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘ ǊŜƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ώнлмтϐΦέ 

ECOWAS was created "to foster the ideal of collective self-sufficiency for its member states," in part 

through the establishment of a trading union (ECOWAS, 2016a). Specialized agencies of ECOWAS include 

the West African Health Organisation (WAHO), the West African Monetary Agency (WAMA), the Inter-

governmental Action Group against Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing in West Africa (GIABA), the 

ECOWAS Gender and Development Centre, the ECOWAS Youth and Sports Development Centre, the 

ECOWAS Water Resources Coordination Centre, the West African Power Pool, the ECOWAS Regional Centre 

for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (ECREEE), the ECOWAS Regional Electricity Regulatory 

Authority (ERERA), the ECOWAS Infrastructure Projects Preparation and Development Unit (PPDU), and the 

ECOWAS Brown Card Scheme (ECOWAS, 2016a).  

ECOWAS member states adopted the first protocol related to migration in 1979 (ECOWAS, 2016a). This 

protocol "stipulated the right of ECOWAS citizens to enter, reside and establish economic activities in the 

territory of other member states and offer[ed] a three-step roadmap of five years each to achieve freedom 

of movement of persons after fifteen years" (UNECA, n.d., a). The protocol involved three phases: the first 

phase, Right of Entry and Abolition of Visa; the second phase, Right of Residence; and the third phase, Right 

of Establishment. Right of Entry and Abolition of Visa, which has been implemented, establishes the right of 

an ECOWAS citizen to travel freely through the region without a visa, although member states still reserve 

the right to refuse entry to "inadmissible immigrants," based on the laws of that member state (ECOWAS, 

n.d.). The second phase, Right of Residence, has also been implemented. However, the third phase, which 

deals with the right of establishment in another member state, is still being implemented in most member 

states (UNECA, n.d.,a). ECOWAS has also established a common passport, implemented in 2000, to function 

as an international travel document for citizens of member states (UNECA, n.d., c). Moreover, the ECOWAS 

brown card, established in 1982, seeks to "guarantee to the victims of road accident a prompt and fair 

compensation of damages caused by non resident motorist[s] from ECOWAS member states visiting their 

territory" (ECOWAS, 2016b).  

4.2.4  Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS)  

The Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) was established on October 18, 1983, and its 

member states include Angola, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Rwanda, and Sao Tome and Principe (UNECA, n.d., d). 

Angola only became a full member in 1999, until when it was an observer. Of focus for this report are the 

Central African Republic and Chad. Financial difficulties caused by members states not paying membership 

fees as well as conflicts in the Great Lakes area prevented ECCAS from fully functioning until 1985 (AU, 

n.d.). The community "aims at promoting and strengthening a harmonious cooperation in order to realize a 

balanced and self-sustained economic development, particularly in the fields of industry, transport and 

communications, energy, agriculture, natural resources, trade, customs, monetary and financial matters, 
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human resources, tourism, education, culture, science and technology and the movement of persons with a 

view to achieving collective self-reliance, raising the standards of living, maintaining economic stability and 

fostering peaceful relations between the member States and contributing to the development of the 

African continent" (UNECA, n.d., d). 

The entities of ECCAS include the Conference of Heads of State and Government, the Council of Ministers, 

the Court of Justice, the General Secretariat, the Advisory Commission, and Specialized Technical 

Committees. Moreover, the objectives of ECCAS are to reduce trade barriers and eliminate customs duties 

on imports and exports between member states; to establish a Cooperation and Development Fund; 

engage in development of land-locked or island- member states; and to promote ECCAS through national 

policies related to industry, trade, transportation, energy, natural resources, tourism, education, etc. 

Especially important in regards to migration, another objective of ECCAS is to allow for the right of 

establishment and free movement persons, good, services, and capital between member states (UNECA, 

n.d., d).  

4.2.5  Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC)  

The Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC) was established in 1999, and its 

member states include Gabon, Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Chad, the Republic of the Congo, 

and Equatorial Guinea (IDW, 2012); the Central African Republic and Chad are focus countries of this 

report. CEMAC consists of multiple institutional entities including the Executive Secretariat, the Councils of 

Ministers, the Conference of Heads of State, the Monetary Union (UMAC), the Economic Union (UEAC), as 

well as the Parliament and the Court of Justice. The main objectives of CEMAC are "to converge and 

monitor national economic policies, to coordinate sectoral policies and to progressively create a single 

market" (IDW, 2012).  

CEMAC's treaty established three stages through which the outlined objectives are to be achieved. 

Specifically, the first step entails the "harmonization of national and elaboration of common economic 

legislations," the second entails "the establishment of free movement of goods, services, capital and 

persons," and the third deals with the evaluations of the results of this process (IDW, 2012). According to 

International Democracy Watch (2012), however, many challenges have arisen in this regard: "Despite a 

ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ¦9!/Ωǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ōŜŜƴ ǎƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜȄǇected. It 

currently lags behind the plan. The implementation of common legislations on the national level has for 

ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘΦ ώΧϐ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ 

put into reality. Most States still requƛǊŜ Ǿƛǎŀ ŦǊƻƳ /9a!/ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ ώΧϐ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŀǊƛŦŦ 

and non-tariff barriers still exist and largely explain the low level of intra-regional trade."  

4.2.6  G5 Sahel  

The G5 Sahel was established in December 2014, and its member countries include Mali, Mauritania, Niger, 

Burkina Faso, and Chad, all of which are focus countries of this report. The regional organisationΩǎ 

presidency was passed from Chad to Mali in February 2017 (EEAS, 2017a). The objective of the G5 Sahel is 

to coordinate the development and security policies and strategies of the five states (Secretariat 

Permanent due G5 Sahel, 2015). Recently, the G5 and the EU have been increasingly engaging in a 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΥ άThe first high-level meeting between the High Representative/Vice ςPresident (HR/VP) 

Federica Mogherini and the governments of the Member States of the G5 Sahel took place in Brussels, 17 
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June 2015. Discussions showed a converging analysis of the challenges faced by the region, ranging from 

security threats and organised crime to irregular migration, the humanitarian situation and the 

consequences of climate change. Sahel ministers strongly welcomed EU engagement, and the EU Regional 

Action Plan for the Sahel was seen as highly relevant and as a useful reference for further coƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 

(EAAS, 2017). 

A second ministerial meeting in June 2017 between EU and G5 Sahel officials discussed matters related to 

άthe implementation of the Peace and Reconciliation Agreement in Mali, the need to push for stabilisation 

of Libya, the common fight against terrorism, the mutual responsibility for tackling irregular migration, and 

the need for creating approǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘέ ό99AS, 2017a). At this time, in June 2017, a joint 

force of the G5 Sahel was deployed in order to address issues of terrorism and transnational organized 

crime in the Sahel region (UN, 2017). As part of this, EUR 50 million have been made available by the EU to 

the G5 Sahel countries in order to boost security in border regions as well as promote cross-border 

cooperation (European Commission, 2017a).  

Further considering collaboration between the G5 Sahel and the EU, the Alliance for the Sahel is a joint 

initiative of the EU, France, and Germany that was launched in July 2017 by Emmanuel Macro and Angela 

Merkel to support development in the G5 Sahel region. According to a publication by the European External 

!Ŏǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ό99!{ύ όнлмтōύΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ 

the stability and development of the region. With the support of the EU which is pioneering an integrated 

approach to address the development and security challenges of the Sahel region, the initiative will focus 

on rural development, job creation for youth, improving energy infrastructure and strengthening good 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦέ 

4.2.7  Arab Maghreb Union (AMU)  

The Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) was established in 1989, and its current member states include Algeria, 

Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, and Tunisia (UNECA, n.d., e; MPC, 2013a). Of special importance for this report 

is Mauritania. Upon the AMU's establishment, the member states "agreed to coordinate, harmonize and 

rationalize their policies and strategies to achieve sustainable development in all sectors of human 

activities"; as such, the objectives of the AMU lie in "strengthen[ing] the ties of brotherhood" between 

member states; pursing progress, prosperity, and peace; and establishing diverse common policies (UNECA, 

n.d., e). Moreover, the aim of the AMU includes establishing the free movement of people, services, good, 

and capital between member states (UNECA, n.d., e). In this regard, the Migration Policy Centre (2013) 

suggests that the AMU "remains a rather dormant organisation, especially concerning the movement of 

people, which is regulated primarily through bilateral accords" (p. 7). 

4.3  Inter - Regional Frameworks  

There are many inter-regional and inter-continental frameworks in the field of migration which are relevant 

for migration in the context of West and Central Africa. Discussed here are the inter-regional and inter-

continental frameworks which incorporate the most relevant regional stakeholders introduced above. The 

frameworks summarized here are, however, not exhaustive and do not include frameworks promoted by 

regional actors in cooperation with international stakeholders, as this goes beyond the scope of this report.  

Firstly, it is important to discuss the Intra-Regional Forum on Migration in Africa (IRFMA), also known as 

the Pan-African Forum. Established in 2015, participants include (but are not limited to) ECOWAS, CEN-SAD, 






































































































































































































