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‘My PhD dissertation examines monetary and non-monetary dimensions of child poverty in Iran between
1984 and 2009. I define children as all persons below the age of 18 and apply a constructivist perspective
in defining childhoods. The theoretical framework of the study brings in three different concepts:
deprivation from basic needs, social exclusion, and cultural-political construction of childhood. The
Convention on the Rights of the Child is referred to as a guide in order to define different poverty
dimensions. Accordingly, the following dimensions are examined in my study: education, housing, water
and sanitation, child labour, information, leisure (under basic needs); parents’ employment, parents’
literacy, income, mobility, access to reliable sources of energy, single parenthood (social exclusion); legal
protection, and child marriage (cultural and political construction). Ultimately, this dissertation aims to
address the following questions: Who are the poorest of the poor? Where are disparities and how do they
change over time? Is it possible to identify patterns of poverty in specific social categories (e.g. girls and
ethnic groups)? What are the differences and similarities between certain groups of children?’
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The Maastricht Graduate School of Governance (MGS0G) was founded in
September 2004 at Maastricht University. The mission of the School is to
train specialists who combine a high level of academic scholarship with
leadership, in order to strengthen democratic governance in domestic
and international organizations, by focusing on policy analysis, risk
assessment, policy design, monitoring and evaluation, and methodologies
and techniques of policy research
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MGSo0G provides multi-disciplinary top-academic training in the heart of
Europe. This is achieved by building on the academic resources of the
different faculties at Maastricht University as well as those of several
foreign partners. From 2011 onwards, the School has become part of the
United Nations University, strengthening further its international training
and research network while building on the expertise of UNU-MERIT the
Maastricht based research institute of the UNU. To guarantee both high
academic quality and policy relevance, the MGSo0G is closely involved
with an extensive academic and professional network, including highly
recognized organizations such as the OECD, ILO, UNDP, WB, IMF and EU.
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