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On the 1st of July 2008, France 
assumed the rotating Presidency 
of the European Union. One of 
the first events in the framework 
of the presidency was the 
Conference “Knowledge for 
Growth: European Strategies in 
the Global Economy”, held in 
Toulouse, on July 7-9. 

It is highly remarkable that the 
innovation and knowledge are 
considered as the core priority of 
the French Presidency of the 
European Union, as in the 
globalising world, knowledge 
becomes a crucial source of 
competitiveness and growth. 

The conference was marked by the presence of the French and European politicians as well 
as Jan Potočnik, the European Commissioner for Science and Research. The conference had 
two broad objectives. First, to take stock of the recent contributions on the knowledge 
economy and identify the building blocks of national and European Strategies to promote 
innovation-based growth. Second, to develop an operational approach to the articulation 
between EU, national and regional research and innovation policies in the context of the 
emerging European Research Area. 

Leading European and international scholars in the area of technology and innovation 
studies and knowledge-based economy such as J. Tirole, P. Aghion, D. Guellec, D. Foray, 
L. Georghiou, A. Sapir, M. Trajtenberg, D. Mowery, R. Veugelers and others, were invited to 
contribute to this academic event. 

The UNU-MERIT delegation was led by its Director Professor Luc Soete and constituted of 
the Professorial Fellows – Paul David, Bronwyn Hall, Pierre Mohnen and Jacques Mairesse. 

The debate at the conference centred around the 2000 Lisbon Agenda and consequent 2002 
Barcelona Goals, as well as community and national policies beyond 2010. During these 
three days scholars presented their views and outcomes of research on a variety of issues 
such as R&D and productivity; R&D, innovation and finance; higher education and research; 
intellectual property rights and technological transfers; incentives and R&D; the design of 
R&D subsidies; patents and growth; venture capital; new innovation practices. 



It has emerged as the general consensus at the conference that there is no magic bullet for a 
single policy instrument to improve Europe’s competitiveness as a knowledge-based 
economy. The narrow focus on the investment in R&D as a measure of innovativeness (3% 
Barcelona Goal) has been severely challenged, since R&D is not equal to innovation. 
Moreover, as it has been repeated many times, private R&D investment is “an exogenous 
variable” for policy-makers. 

The overall agreement of the academic community is not surprising: policy-makers should 
work on a multitude of tasks in order to improve Europe’s innovative performance, inter alia, 
strengthening public research, improving intellectual property rights regime, making more 
venture capital available, creating European science and technology centres of excellences. 

These measures and policy instruments were also outlined in two reports presented at the 
conference. They are “Challenging Europe’s Research: Rationales for the European Research 
Ares”, by ERA Expert Group chaired by Professor Luke Georghiou (University of 
Manchester), and “Research and Entrepreneurship: A new innovation strategy for Europe”, 
by an expert group led by Dominique Guellec (OECD) and Frédérique Sachwald (French 
Ministry of the Higher Education and Research). 

UNU-MERIT Director Professor Luc Soete was asked to provide his reflections and 
feedback on the results of the conference at the concluding plenary session, chaired by 
E.Aho, former Finnish Prime Minister. In his speech Professor Soete covered main findings 
of the conference and that of the “Research and Entrepreneurship” report. Moreover, he 
called for decisive measures not only to create new knowledge but also to diffuse the existing 
one, and not only on the European level, but on a global scale too.  

 

Further information: www.knowledge-conference-france2008.eu 


