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DriversDrivers and and trendstrends of Global Change: Western of Global Change: Western 
debatesdebates afterafter 19891989

• Fukuyama: End of history – spread of western style 
democray and market economy: „Westernization“

• Mearsheimer: re-emergence of conflicts between nation
states, proliferation of WMD: „re-securitization“

• Huntington: clashes of civilizations: „culture“
• Kennedy/ Kaplan: „The West against the rest“: North-

South as major axis of conflicts“
• Nye, DIE: Globalization, global interdependencies and 

Global Governance: global market forces, technology, 
private actors ... Transformation of the nation state and 
new patterns of global cooperation

• Kagan: unilateral dominance of the US for many years to 
come ... The only superpower as main driver
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Power Shift 1: China
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China‘s China‘s risingrising importanceimportance asas an an 
emergingemerging driverdriver of global of global changechange

cannotcannot bebe overestimatedoverestimated
• Dynamics and size matter: 1990 - 2006

• since 1978: 7 % growth per year (pulling 350-450 million people 
out of absolute poverty)

• Exports: 50 billion $  - 1000 billion $ (1990 – 2005); second 
export nation 

• foreign currency reserves 1000 billion $ - major pole of the
global financial markets (1990: 70 billion $)

• contribution to increases of global GDP 2007 - 2020: 25 - 30 %

• demand on energy and raw materials: impacts on ToT

• Contribution to global CO2 : 15 % ... impacts on global climate
change ... 30 % in 2025
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Power Shift 2: The Asian Drivers of Global  Power Shift 2: The Asian Drivers of Global  
ChangeChange
China and India 2005: Still different, but ...China and India 2005: Still different, but ...

China India
GDP (current US$ trillion) 1,9 0,69

GNI per capita (current US$) 1500 630

X + M goods and 
services (% of GDP) 65.4 40.0

FDI, net inflows (US$ billion) 54.9 5.3 

Per capita energy consumption 
(million btu/person) 34.9 13.2

Share of global CO2 emissions 15 5
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Power Shift 3: The Anchor Countries
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Global growth has shifted to developing Global growth has shifted to developing 
countriescountries
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„„Power Power shiftsshifts in in the the global global economyeconomy ... ... 
WinnersWinners and and loosersloosers of of globalizationglobalization“ “ 

Growth GDP 1980-2005

OECD Contries 45 %
MIC (Latina America et al.) 10 %
LLDC (Africa) 5 %
Low income Countries (Asia) 180 %
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Power Power ShiftShift 4: Relative 4: Relative DeclineDecline of of thethe „Old „Old 
IndustrializedIndustrialized Countries“Countries“

• G 7 does not reflect the major power shift 1 – 3
• From a unipolar world to a multipolar power 

constellation 
• Lack of global leadership
• From the „old Triade“ (US – EU – Japan) to the

„new Triade“ (US – China – India)?
• More balanced power structures or a more

fragmented world?
• Renaissance of geopolitics? 
• From the „western world order“ to what ...?
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Power Power Shift Shift 5: 5: The futureThe future rolerole of Europe?of Europe?

• All nation states are small ... With limited power 
resources (like the majority of the the anchor countries)

• The EU is a big economic player ... And could be a major 
political global actor 

• EU as a protagonist of a (fair and effective) 
multilateralism needs partners in the world 

• Complementary to transatlantic relationships: Asian
Drivers and Anchor Countries

Chance: climate policy, energy/ resource efficiency 
technologies (Kondratieff), motor of multilateralism in a 
multipolar world



©

PrePre--conditionsconditions forfor a a peacefulpeaceful global global 
power power transitiontransition

• reciprocal recognition of old and new actors/ powers as
„benign powers“

• dense, interdependent interest structures between the old 
and the new powers/ actors .... common threats

• emerging consensus on main principles and pillars of the
global order

• joint institution building

• an international environment that enables cooperation

• .... There is no automatism towards a stable, fair and 
peaceful world order: ... 
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Power Power Shift Shift 6: 6: Beyond theBeyond the statesstates: ... : ... TheThe
private power private power shiftsshifts in global in global politicspolitics

• Multinational firms
• Transnational NGOs
• Global media
• Global scientific community (IPCC)
• .......
• Transnational Terrorism (the dark side of civil 

societies ...)

Intergovernmentalisation – privatization - ... 
What is emerging here?
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Power Shift 7: Global Warming will Power Shift 7: Global Warming will 
produce power shifts and global produce power shifts and global 

instabilityinstability
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CO 2 CO 2 emissonsemissons … main drivers… main drivers
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ClimateClimate Change: Impacts on global Change: Impacts on global stabilitystability, , 
securitysecurity and and thethe global global governance architecturegovernance architecture

towardstowards 2020/ 20302020/ 2030

• Dispersion, spread of fragile/ weak states
• Niklas Stern: destabilization of the global economy (damages

of the two world wars 20 century – damage through climate
change 21 century)

• Distributional conflicts: motors of climate change and „victims
of global warming“ ... Who pays the bill?

• A new human rights debate: climate change undermines basic
human rights ... OECD world (but also the AD) will suffer
legitimacy crisis and lose soft power capacities

• How to manage transnational migration? 
• Military power will not help to solve these problems ...
1) ... not compatible with preconditions for peaceful power 

transition
2) Most powerful nations loosing soft power and legitimacy
3) ... Global governance system is not prepared ... and will 

be destabilized
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Power Power shiftsshifts in 2007 in 2007 –– 2030: 2030: FluxFlux -- contingencycontingency

Power Shifts
• China 
• AD and Asia
• Anchor countries/ regions
• Relative decline of the 

OECD world
• European Union?
• Rise of private actors
• Climate change: most

powerful actors
destabilazing the world, 
damaging societies and 
economies globally

Impacts – what is the picture?
• Centralisation, diffusion, 

decentralisation of power
• Corridor: from the unipolar to a 

multipolar power constellation
(fragmentation -
complementarity –cooperation)

• a much more complex world
order is emerging ... Strategies
of the „old and new“ actors are
in flux

• Several causes for tensions in 
the global system (power 
shifts, climate, ressources and 
energy, ...) ... Global 
interdependencies

• More inclusive global 
governance needed 
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TheThe redefinitionredefinition of of militarymilitary power: power: 
dispersiondispersion –– decentralisationdecentralisation –– thethe

strengthstrength of of thethe weak weak 

• Hard power: loosing (relatively) weight for the most
powerful nations (Iraq)

• Internationally legitimized hard power is gaining
importance (Iraq, Afgahanistan): UN, EU, AU others

• Nuclear weapons/ WMD: transforming less important
nations in regional and global players (gaining attention)

• WMD in the hand of private actors/ terror networks: 
transforming individuals and small groups into global 
players, challenging the international community of 
states
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